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RULES OF ORDER 

FOR GENERAL COUNCILS AND DIOCESAN SYNODS 

OF THE REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

1. The business of every meeting shall be introduced with prayer. 

2. The Minutes of the sessions of the preceding day shall be read every morning at the opening of 

business, unless the house shall otherwise determine. 

3. The President shall appoint the several committees, unless the canons of the church shall otherwise 

specify. 

4. When the President takes the chair, no member of the house shall continue standing, or shall 

afterward stand up, except to address the chair. 

5. No member shall absent himself from the sessions of the house unless he have leave, or be unable 

to attend. 

6. When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliver any matter to the house, he shall with due 

respect address himself to the President, concerning himself strictly to the point in debate. 

7. No member shall speak more than twice in the same debate without specific leave, by vote of the 

house. 

8. A question being once determined shall stand as the judgment of the house, and shall not again be 

drawn into debate during the same session, unless with the consent of two-thirds of the house. 

9. While the President is putting any question, the members shall continue in their seats, and shall not 

hold any private discourse. 

10. No motion shall be considered as before the house unless it be seconded. 

11. Reports made by the various Boards and Committees to any Council (or Synod) of the church are 

officially received upon presentation to the house, and are the subject of its action only insofar as 

they embody recommendations which require specific authorization or approval under the canons 

of this church. 

12. When any question is before the house, it shall be decided upon before any new subject is 

introduced, except for the question of adjournment. 

13. All questions of order shall be decided in the first instance by the Chair, without debate. An appeal, 

however, may be made from the decision of the Chair by any member of the house; said appeal 

requiring a two-thirds majority vote to be sustained. 

14. The question on motion of adjournment shall be taken before any other, and without debate. 

15. When the house is about to rise, every member shall keep his seat, until the President shall leave 

the Chair. 

16. A call to prayer shall always be in order, when made by a member entitled to the floor; and in such 

case the Chair shall designate the person(s) whom he desires to lead in that service. 

17. These Rules of Order shall remain in force until altered or suspended by the Council, two-thirds of 

the members present voting for such alteration or suspension. 

 

Adapted from the Journal of the Twenty-sixth General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church 


