Dear RIEC Brothers and Sisters:

Appeal has gone out to contribute for our annual “Thanksgiving to
Father’s Day” contributions to our retired clergy. First, I thank all
of you who have given to this important benevolence. We learned
at our last General Council that over $40,000 has been given in
recent years for distribution at Christmas time. Bless you for
responding to such a real need among our retired clergy and the
widows of those precious servants who are now with the Lord.

Second, I remind all of us that providing for the needs of those
tarithtul pastors who have gone before us actually 1s part of obeying
the fifth commandment. God calls us to “honor our fathers and

mothers.” Historic and reformed catechisms, such as the Larger
Cateclusm of the Westminster Standards, extend the application of

this commandment to “spiritual fathers” i the Lord, pastors. Our
retired ministers sacrificially gave their lives to nourish us as God’s
children. It 1s therefore only right that we honor by providing what
we can to help them as well as their widows. It 1s truly more blessed
to give than to receive as Jesus Christ taught. Thank you for
whatever you might be able to contribute to this worthy effort. Many
blessings to you and yours.

In Christ,

+Ray

The Most Rev. Dr. Ray R. Sutton
Presiding Bishop

Contributions should be sent to:
Board of Pensions and Relief
200 Glen Gary Drive
Havertown, PA 19083
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