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I.
The Reformed Episcopal Church, holding “the faith once
delivered unto the saints,?’ declares its belief in the Holy Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments as the Word of God, and the sole
Rule of Faith and Practice; in the Creed, “commonly called the
Apostles’ Creed ;“ in the Divine institution of the Sacraments of
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; and in the doctrines of grace
substantially as they are set forth in the Thirty-nine Articles of
Religion.
II.
This Church recognizes and adheres to Episcopacy, not as of
divine right, but as a very ancient and desirable form of church
polity.
III,
This Church, retaining a liturgy which shall not be imperative
or repressive of freedom in prayer, accepts the Book of Common
Prayer, as it xvas revised, proposed, and recommended for use
the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, A. D.
1785, reserving full liberty to alter, abridge, enlarge, and amend
the same, as may seem most conducive to the edification of the
people, “provided that the substance of the faith be kept entire.”
Iv.
This Church condemns and rejects the following erroneous and
strange doctrines, as contrary to God’s XVord:
First, That the Church of Christ exists only in one order or
form of ecclesiastical polity.
Second, That Christian ministers are “priests in another sense
than that in which all believers are “a royal priesthood.”
Third, That the Lord’s Table is an altar on which the oblation
of the Body and Blood of Christ is offered anexv to the Father.
Four/k, That the presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper is a
presence in the elements of Bread and Wine.
“

F~/tk

1 That Regeneration is inseparably connected with Baptism.

MINUTES
OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPECI XI MEl TINL OP ~HE GENERAL COUNCIL
OF TIlE REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH, HELD IN THE SECOND REFORMED
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SSo.

Philadelphia, June 30th, 188o.

A special meeting of the General Council of the Reformed
Episcopal Church was Ileld this day, pursuant to the call of the
Presiding Bishop, (sec Supplement “A” to these Special Proceedings) in the Second Reformed Episcopal Church of this city.
Morning Prayer was commenced at I A. M., Rev. Messrs.
J. S. Harrison, J. B. Fitzpatrick, and F. H. Reynolds, conducting
the services.
The General Council was then called to order by the Presiding
Bishop, and Mr. Charles D. Kellogg, as the Assistant Secretary of
the last stated meeting of the Council, called the roll of Clerical and
Lay members, when sixteen Clerical members and eleven Lay
members answered to their names, as follows:
CLERICAL MEMBERS.

Bishops and Presbj’/ers.

Bishop W. R. Nicholson, D. I).
Bishop J. A. Latan&
Rev. J. B. Fitzpatrick.
Mason Gallagher.
J. S. Harrison, M. D.
Benjamin Johnson.
A. M. Morrison.
William Newton, D. I).

Rev. Charles W. Quick.
G. A. Redles.
F. H. Reynolds.
Alex Sloan.
J. Howard Smith, D. D.
Marshall B. Smith.
Charles H. Tucker.
Edward Wilson, D. D.
“

“
“
“
“
“
“

PERMANENT LAY MEMBERS.

Benjamin Aycrigg, Ph. D.

Charles D. Kellogg.
LAY DEPUTIES.

W. A. hammer, II. E. Littell, Joseph 1K. Wheeler, horace Y.
Evans, M. D.. Samuel C. Brinckk, M. D., W. H. Woodward,
Blaney Harvey, Alex. Smith, Chas. M. Rhodes, W. C. O’Neill,
Geo. henderson, Jr.
A quorum thus appearing to be present, the chair appointed
Rev. Mr. Redles, Mr. Geo. Henderson, Jr., and Dr. S. C. Brinkk,
as a Committee on Credentials, and to them were referred all the
credentials which had been submitted to the present session of the
Council.
The Committee having reported favorably upon the said credentials, ten additional Lay members, (chosen at the elections in
Easter, i88o,) were found present, as follows:
iii
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55peeial JJiectwq of fite Geb eral (Joe neil.

Central 1’vhissionary Jurisdiction.
Christy Haggerty, Grace Chapel, Falls of Schuylkill.
A. E. I Jeilig, Third Reforuled Episcopal Church, Philadelphia.
M. Laird Simons, Theo. V. i3osworth, John J. Summers, Church
of our Re(leemer, Philadelphia
Charles Franklin, William hi usband, Duckett Harman, Daniel
Chestnut, Emmanuel Church, Kensington, Philadelphia.
Robert Roberts, Church of the Covenant, Wilmington, Del.
On motion of Rev. Mr. Redles, Mr. John Erving was admitted
as a member of the Council upon his own testimony that he was
elected as a Deputy at the last Easter election of the First Reformed
Episcopal Church of New York City.
The Presiding Bishop announced that the Council was ready
for business, and that the meeting was convened by him solely for
the purpose of taking action upon the nomination of the Rev. Dr.
Edward Wilson, as Bishop of the Synod of Canada, and read the
formal request or that Synod (see Supplement “B” to these Special
Proceedings) that the General Council should meet and confirm
their said nomination.
The Rev. Dr. William Newton offered, and the Rev. J. Howard
Smith seconded, the following preamble and resolution, viz.:
WHEREAS, OD the 28th day of May, A. I).. i88o, at the Call of the Presiding l3ishop
of the Reformed Episcopal Church, the churches in the Dominion of Canada, assembled in
CODVeDtiOD in the city of Montreal, for the purpose of forming a SyDod; and
WHEREAS, At the ConveDtlon aforesaid a Synod was formed according to tile Constitution and Canons of the Reformed Episcopal Church; and
WHEREAS, At the meeting of the Synod aforesaid, on the said 28th day of May, 188o,
the Rev. Edward Wilson, D. D., was unanimously nominated to the General Council of
the Reformed Episcopal Church for the office of Bishop of said Synod; therefore
Resolved, That the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church, here assembled in special session, at the call of the Presiding Bishop, to take action on the nomination
aforesaid, do now proceed to ballot for tile election of the said Rev. Edward Wilson, D.D.,
to the office of Bishop, according to the terlils of his nomination.

The

unanimously adopted, the chair appointed
the ballots—
Of the Clergy, the Rev. Mr. Reynolds; of the Lay members,
Mr. Charles M. Rhodes, who having performed the said duty, reported that the total number cast was as follows:
Of the Clergy, 15.
Of the Lay members, 24.
of which were
resolution

being

as tellers to receive

“

yeas, 14,

“

“

blank, I,

“

“

“

yea5,

23,

blank,

~,

~S[peezf(l
JUfeeliny of 1/u: (b’~ia’ra( C1ouncil.
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and the chair announced that the nomination of the Rev. Edward
Wilson, D. D., by the Synod of Canada, as a Bishop of this church,
was confirmed.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Gallagher, the chair appointed the
Rev. Messrs. Gallagher, Newton, and Fitzpatrick, as a committee
to inform the Rev. Dr. Wilson of his election.
On motion of the Rev. M. B. Smith, the Presiding Bishop was
requested to take the necessary steps for the consecration of the
Rev. Dr. Wilson as a Bishop.
The chair presented and read the resignation of the Rev. Dr•
Edward Wilson, as Secretary of the General Council, and on
motion of the Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith, the resignation was
accepted, with the cordial thanks of the Council to the retiring
Secretary for his faithful and laborious services in that position.
The committee to wait upon the Bishop-elect returned with the
Rev. Dr. Wilson, who was presented to the Council, and informed
by the Presiding Bishop of the unanimous confirmation by the
Council of his election as a Bishop of this church.
The Bishop-elect accepted the position in a few feeling words to
the Council, and promised his faithful efforts to discharge the
duties placed upon him, in the fear of God.
On motion of the Rev. Mr. Gallagher the present Assistant
Secretary, Mr. Charles D. Kellogg was tequested to perform the
duties of the office of Secretary until the meeting of the next
General Council.
On motion of the Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smitil, a recess of fifteen
minutes was taken, to enable the members of the Council to sign
the required canonical certificate of their approval of the testimonials, and of their assent to the consecration of the J3ishop-elect,
which certificate having been signed, and the Council having reassembled, the Pre~iding Bishop announced that in accordance with
the request of the Council, the consecration of the Rev. Dr. Wilson
as Bishop would take place, D. V., in the Church in which the
Council was Convened, on Thursday eve’g, July i, ISSO, at 8 o’clock.
On motion of Bishop LatantS it was ordered that the minutes of
this speciah meeting be reported to the next General Council.
The minutes of this meeting were then read and approved.
Thereupon, after singing the Glotia in Excelsis, and prayer led
by the Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith, on motion, the Council adjourned.
W. R. NICHOLSON, J4-esidcn/.
CHAS. D. KELLOGG, Secrc/a;y’.
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Special Meeting of the General Qouncil,

SUPPLEMENT
TO THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF TIlE
JUNE 30TH, t 88o.

GENERAL COUNCIL,

(A)
Philadetphia, June ~th, sIto.

In virtue of the authority vested in me by §1, Canon I, TBIe II, of the Canons of the
Reformed Episcopal Church, and in obedience to the requirement there laid upon me (the
proper canonical request having been made) I do hereby call a Special Meeting of the
General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church to convene (D. V.) in the Second R.
E. Church of Philadelphia, on Wednesday, the thirtieth day of this present month of June,
and at the hour of ii A. M.
The business of this Special Meeting will he to take action with regard to the nomination as Bishop ofthe Rev. Edward Wilson, 1). D., by the Synod of Canada.
All pastors will please notify the delegates of their parishes.

WM. R. NICHOLSON,
Presiding Bishop.

(is)
We, theundersigned, members of the First Synod in she Dominion of Canada, as well
as of the last General Council, held at Chicago in 5879, do hereby respectfully request the
Presiding Bishop of the Reformed Episcopal Church—the Right Rev. Bishop Nicholson,
D. D.—to call a Special Meeting of the General Council at his earliest convenience, for she
purpose of confirming the nomination, by election, of the Rev. Edward Wilson, D. D., as
Bishop of this Synod.
Mon/real,

27//i

May, itto.

REV. GEORGE hOWELL, A. M.,
REV. j. EASTBURN BROWN,
REV. CHARLES E. WATSON,
REV. GEO. W. HUNTINGTON,
REV. ROBT. ANTHONY BILKEY,
E. R. OAKES, Lay Delegate last General Council,
D. J. HUGHES, Member of the General Council,
REV. J. B, FITZPATRICK,
GEO. J. WILLIAMS, Lay Delegate last General Council,
GEO. MAY, Lay Delegate last General Council,
JOHN H. ISAACSON, Lay Delegate last General Council,
W. P. JOHNSTON, Lay Delegate~last General Council,
G. A. VIETZ,

GEORGE HORNE.
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NOTiCE.
The NINTH GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH
will be held (D. V.) in the Bishop Cummins Memorial Church, in the City of
Baltimore, Md., in 1883, on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY IN MAY, at half-past
10 A. M., unless the Presiding Bishop and the General Committee shall previously appoint another day and month, and give due notice thereof sixty days
prior to the time named.

~ Tke attention of Ministers and Church Wardens is called to the im75ortance of sending full and accurate annual Statistical Rejorts, on or before
the soth of May in each year, to the Chairman of the Committee on the State
of the (‘hurek, REY. JOSEPH D. WILSoN, 3767 Ellis avenue, Ghicago, Ill. In
this way a/one can the accurate condition of this Church be ascertained. (For
form of Retort see .4/q5endix.)
These reports must be sent annually, and Deputies must be elected to each
General Council, whether any De~ulies attend or not.

OFFICERS,

1881-83.

President and Presiding Bishop.
BISHOP

WILLIAM R. NICHOLSON, D. D.,
Philadelphia.

2106 Chestnut Street,

Sccre/a~y.

CHARLES D. KELLOGG,
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.

1602

W~i. C.

ONIELL,

Assistant Secretaries.
WII.L A. STEVENS,
Philadelphia.
Cincinnati.

Treasurer.
JOSEPH K. WHEELER.
2026 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.
conimitte e on Doctrine and Worskzp.
BISHOP C. E. CHENEY, 1). D.,
Dr. SAMUEL ASIIIIURST,
1818 Indiana ave., Chicago.
2308 Delancey p1., Philada.

J. A. LATANE, D. D.,
238 Townsend st., Baltimore.

BISHOP

Rev. W. T. SABINE,
960 Madison aye, N. Y. City.

Judge D.

J. HIJOLIES,
St. Thomas, Canada.

ALBERT CRANE,

Esq.,

116 Monroe street,

Chicago.

committee on Constitution and Ganons.
HERBERT B. TURNER, Esq.,
Rev. MASON GALLAGhER,
20 Nassau st., New York city.
205 Carroll st., Brooklyn, N.Y.
Rev. WM. M. POSTLETHWAITE,
141 Lanvale st., Baltimore, Md.

Rev. MARSHALL
xi

B. SMITH, D D.,
Passaic, N. J.

IJon. WILLIAM ALDRICH,
21st & Calumet ave., Chicago.
WM. A. HAMMER, Esq.,
23 Rowland st., Newark,

N.

J.

12

OjYwos of the (iefl(%Yd (jOloOd.

JOSEPH

K.

Committee on Finance.
JOHN M. YOUNG, Esq.,

WHEELER, Esq.,

Chestnut st., Philadelphia.

2026

HENRY JACK, Esq.,

37 Murray st.,
St. John, N. B.

New

York

city.

Trustees of the Sustentation Fund.
[Incorporated

by the Legislature of the State of New York.

Col. B. AYCRIGG, Ph. D., Passaic, N. J.
Hon. STEWART L. WOODEORD, LL.D., Secretary and Theasurer,
P.O. Box 4424 New York City.
Dr. SAMUEL ASHHURST, 2308 Delancey Place, Philadelphia.
ALBERT CRANE, Esq., 116 Monroe st., Chicago.
JOSEPH

S.

JOHNSON,

Esq.,

51

South

Calvert street, Baltimore,

Md.

Gonimittee on Publication.
ALEX. G. TYNG, Esq.,
1~eoria, Ill.
Millers Essex co., Va.
Dr. J. L. CILLEY,
A. M. MORRISON,
245 W. 7th st., Cincinnati, 0.
4200 Pine street, Philada.

Rev. WM. MCGUIRE,
Rev.

Rev.

J. HO\VARD

SMITH, D. D.,
4p New st., Newark, N. J.

Dr. S. C.

BRINCKL#,

II

3

I Spruce st.,

Philada.

STANDING COMMITTEES NOT ELECTIVE.
On Order of Business.
The President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Chairmen of Elective
Committees of the General Council.
On the State of the Church.
Rev.

JOSEPH

D.

WILSON,

Rev.

CHAS.

H.

TUCKER,

3767 Ellis avenue, Chicago.
1607 N. 18th st., Philadelphia.
Colonel BENJ. AYCRIGG, Passaic, N. J.

REV.

On Gorrespondence.
D. D.,
Rev. JAMES M. GRAY,
Philadelphia.
H. E. LITTELL, Esq., Newark, N. J.

WILLIAM NEWTON,

Boston.

Officers of the Ucueral Coui~cil.

18

On Revision of Uymnal.
Rev. MARSHALL B. SMITH, D. D.
W. R. NICIIOLSoN, D.D.
HERBERT B. TURNER, Esq.
Rev. WILLIAM NEWTON, D.D.

BISHOP CHAS.EDw.CHENEY,D.D.
BISHOP

On Publication of the Book of Gommon Prayer.
Rev. B. B. LEACOCK, 1).D.
BISIIOP WM. R. NIcIIoLSoN,D.D.
Rev. MARSHALL B. SMI’rH, PD.
HERBERT B. TURNER, Esq.
General Goinmittec.
The Bishops of this Church.
The Committee on Doctrine and Worship.
The Committee on Constitution and Canons.
The Committee on Finance.
The Secretary of the General Council.
The Treasurer of the General Council.
The Trustees of the Sustentation Fund.

Rev.

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Rev.

Board f Missions.
All the Bishops of this Church, and
WILLIAM I-I. ALIEN, Esq.
WM. NEWTON, D. D.
GEORGE MAY, Esq.
GEORGE HOWELL,
Col. J. W. BENNETT,
PLINY B. MORGAN,
SAMUEL BEALMEAR, Esq.
F. H. REYNOLDS,
XVlLLIAM BARNWELL, Esq.
E. A. FORREST,
ALEX. G. TYNG, Esq.
Jos. D. WILSON,
WILLIAM H. REID,
OSCAR F. I3I~owN, Esq.
HENRY G. SF?ARP, Esq.
G. I. H. LLEWELLYN,
J. MACDONALD, Esq.

MISSIONARY

THE FIRST SYNOD IN TIlL i)OMlNION

the

churches

in

J

AND SYNODICAL

the

several

Canadian

or

URLSDICTJONS.

CANADA,* cOlnj)rising

Provinces,

except

Columbia, in charge of Bishop Edward Wilson, D. D.
.Staiuling Gonunittec. Revs. R. A. Bilkey, J. Easthurn
Messrs. George May, George

J. Williams,

British
Brown,

Henry jack.

The Missionary Jurisdictions of St. John and Ottawa were merged into and miade to forum a part ot
the Synod ofCanada, Imy resohition of the General Council. May 28th, mI8i.

Tiir MISSIONARY JURISI)JCTION OF TIlE PACIFIC, comprising the
Canadian Province of British Columbia, and all the States and
Territories of the United States west of the Rocky .Mountains, in
charge of Bishop Edward Cridge, B. A. Cantab.
Standing Goutmittee. [Not aftpointcd, so far as the Secretary is
informed.]
THE NEXV YORK ANI) I~IIIJ,AI)ELPIIlA SYNoo,* comprising the
churches in the New England States, and in the States of Nexv
York, New Jersey, 1~ennsylvania, and I)elaxvare, in charge of
I3ishop William R. Nicholson 1). D.
Standiug Gommittec. Revs. Win. Newton, I). D., Win. T. Sabine,
Charles H. Tucker, Messrs. Samuel Ashhurst, M. D., Florace Y.
Evans, M. D., John Erving.
The Missionary Jurisdictiomm of tIme East and the Central Missionary Jurisdiction were merged into
and nale to form a part of the Synod ofNew York and Philadelphia, hy resoltition of the General Council
May
3oth, mI8i.

OF TIlE SOUTH, comprising the
Columbia, the State of Maryland, and all other of the

TH~ MISSIONARY JURISDICTION
District

of

United States lying east of the Mississippi River, and south of the
Ohio River, rIot already embraced in the Syr~od of New York and
Philadelphia, and in the Special Missionary Jurisdiction of the South,
in charge of Bishop James A. Latan~, D. I).
Standing Gominittec. Revs. \V. M. Postlethwaite, F. H. Reynolds, Geo. W. Huntington, Messrs. W. A. Tottle, Samuel Bealmear,
George Henderson, Jr.
[xiv]

Missionary and ~ymodieaiJ~o~s(iwt~oms.
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SPECIAL MISSIONARY JURISDICTION OF THE SOUTH, comprising all
the colored parishes and congregations in the Southern States,
under the charge of Bishop P. F. Stevens.
Staud~ng Gominittec. Revs. F. C. Ferguson, E. A. Forrest,
Messrs. E. Wright, W. C. Miller.

THE MISSIONARY JURISDICTION OF THE NOI~’rlIWES’r AND WEST,

comprising the States of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois—not
including the Synod of Chicago—Wisconsin,
Minnesota, and all
other of the States and Territories of the United States lying west
of the Mississippi River and east of the Rocky Mountains, in charge
of Bishop Samuel Fallows, D. D.
Staiiding Goinmittee. Revs. P. 13. Morgan, E. D. Neill, J. C.
Pratt, Messrs. Col. J. W. Bennett, XV. J. Rally, W. A. Stevens.

THE SYNOD OF CIIIcAGO, (comprising the following churches:
Christ Church, Chicago; Emmanuel Church, Chicago; St. Matthew’s Church, Chicago; Church of the Good Shepherd, Chicago,
Grace Church, Chicago; St John’s Church, Chicago; Trinity
Church, Englewood; Christ Church, Peoria; St. John’s Church,
Chillicothe,) in charge of Bishop Charles Edward Cheney, D. D.
Sj’nodi~al Standing GoniiniMec. Revs. Joseph D. Wilson, Franklin W. Adams, Elias B. England, Messrs. Gen. C. P. Buckingham,
F. E. Cory, Jos. T. Raycroft.

TuE GENERAL SYNOD OF GREAT BRITAIN ANO IRELAND, Comprising England, Scotland, and Ireland, under the charge of Bishop
John Sugden, B. A. Rev. P. X. Eldridge. Secretary.
General Standing Goininit/ec. The Bishops and Secretary to
General Synod ez.offlcio,. Revs. G. I. H. Llewellyn, J. E. Guntrip,
W. F. E. Ashe, T. H Leesbn, W. H. McKenny, Messrs. Joseph
Parsons, J. R. Heineman, H. Townley Sugden, J. C. Moore, J. Gray
Glen.
***

make

The Standing

Committees

a written report of

their

named are required to
each General Council.

above

acts to

MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL
jjl’hose marked thus

*

i88i.

were present.]

CLERICAL MEMBERS. (Bishops and Presbyters.)
*Bishop W. R. Nicholson, F). I)., Presiding Bishop, and Rector of

Second Reformed Episcopal Ghnrch, Philadelphia, Pa.

*Bishop Charles Edward Cheney, D, D., Bishop in charge of the
Synod of Ghicago, and Rector of Ghrist Ghnreh, Ghieago, Ill.
Bishop Edward Cridge, B. A., (Cantab.,) Bishop in charge of the
Jnrisdiction (f the Pacific, and Rector of the Ghnreh (f onr
Lord, Victoria, British Golnmbia.
*Bishol) Samuel Fallows, D. D., Bishop in charge of theJnrisdiction
of the Northwest and West, and Rector of St. Paid’s Ghureh,
Ghicago, Ill.
Bishop John Sugden, 13. A., (London,) I~i West Te’rrace, Fastbonrne,
Snssez, England, with /nris(iiction South of the Thames and
the Severn.
Bishop Alfred S. Richardson, D. F)., Ut. Malvern, England, with
7nrisdiction North of the Thames and the Severn.
*Bishop P. F. Stevens, Bishop in chaise of the Special 7urisdiction of
the South, and Pastor of holy Trinity Ghurch, Gharleston, S. G.
*Bishop James A. Latan~, Bishop in charge of the 7urisdiction of/he
Sonth, and Rector of the Bishop Gumuiins Memorial (7hurcli,
Baltimore, Md.
Bishop I Iubert Bower, Blenheim House, Ghurch St., Bri~rhton, Bug.
*Bishop Edward Wilson, F). F)., Bishop in cham~ge of the Synod of
Ganada, and Rector of Emmanuel Glinrch, Ottawa, Ganada.

Rev. Franklin W. Adams, Rector of St. Matthew’s Ghnreh, Ghicago.
Rev. W. Francis E. Ashe, Golden Hill~ Sh~ftordshzre, England.
~‘Rev. Win. Flenry Barnes, Rector of First R. B. Ghurch, Wheeling,
West Virginia.

*Rev. Stephen Bash, Missionary, 21 Bull Street, Gharleston, S. G.
*Rev. R. A. Bilkey, Rector of Ghrist Ghurch, Toronto.
*Rev. R. H. Bourne, Ghaplain of Gharity Hospita~ Blaekwell’s
Jsland~ New You/c Gity.
[xvi]
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Eastburn Brown, Rector of St. Paul’s, Moncton, N. B., (since
transferred to Third R. B. Ghnrch, Germantown, Philadelphia.)
Rev. David Cherbuliez, iui West 4ust Street, New York Gity.
*Rev. W. H. Cooper, D. LI., in charge of Grace Ghnrch, St. Yohn,
N. B., (ecclesiastically connected with the Synod of Ghicago.)
Rev. Josiah Curtis, Moundsville, Marshall county, W Va.
*Rev. F. E. Dager, Rector of Ghnrch of the Redemption, B~’ooklyn,
N.Y.
Rev. Jesse P. Davis, Ghillicothe, Ill.
Rev. L. A. Dawson, Missionary, Grawl, S. G.
Rev. Henry Day, St. Peter’s Road, Margate, England.
*Rev. John K. Dunn, Lawrence, Kansas.
Rev. P. X. Eldridge, Secretary to the Standing Gornnzittee, Spalding,
Lincolnshire, England.
*Rev. Elias B. England, Rector of Gh,ist Ghnrch, Peoria, Ills.
Rev J. F. Ernst, Bof~alo, N. V
* Rev. Win. R. Esher, Rector of Emmannel Ghurch, Jersey Gity, N.J.
Rev. F. C. Ferguson, Missionary, Monek’s Gorner, Gharleston Go., S. G.
Rev. J. B. Fitzpatrick, Baltimore, Md.
Rev. E. A. Forest, Missionary, Beaufort, S. G.
* Rev. Arthur Foster, Washington, D. C
* Rev. Mason Gallagher, 205 Garroll Street, Brooklyn, N. 1<
Rev. Joseph Gillibrand, Leominste;; England.
*Rev. James M. Gray, Rector oJ R. E. Ghnrch, Boston, Mass.
Rev. J. E. Guntrip, Basingstoke, Hants, England.
*Rev. J. S. Harrison, M. D., Rector of Ghrist Ghurch, Rahway, N.J
Rev. E. R. Hodges, ~6 Maitland Park Row, London, England.
* Rev. George Howell, Rector of Emmanuel Ghurch, Ghatha;n, N. B
*Rev. Geo. W. Huntington, Philadelphia, Pa., (since become Rector
of Ghrist Ghnrch, Gumberland, Md.)
Rev. Benjamin Johnson, Kensington, Philadelphia, Pa.
Rev. Cecil Johnson, Malvern, England.
Rev. John Johnstone, M. D., Neosho, Dodge Go., Wis.
*Rev. B. B. Leacock, F). F)., Rector of Ghutch of the Garner Stone,
Newbnrgh, N. V
Rev. T. H. Leeson, Torquay, England.
Rev. A. Lefeaux, Ganterbury Road, London, England.
Eev. G. I. H. Llewellyn, Yeovil, England.
Rev. B. I~. Maltby, Louisville, Ky.
2
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Rev. J. II. MacElrey, Susquehemnna, Susquehanna Go., Pa.
Rev. W. F. Mappin, Lake View, Gook Go., /lls.
Rev. M. T. McCormick, Rector of Ghrist Ghurch, Barrie, Ont.

Rev. Thos. J. McFadden, Littleton, Gol.
*Rev. William McGu ire, Rcctor of Ghurch of Antioch, Millers’, Essex
Go., Virginia.
Rev. W. H. McKenney, Barustaple, England.
Rev. J. H. McMechen, Uhceling,W.Va.
Rev. Pliny B. Morgan, Rector of Emmanuel Ghurch, Gincinnati, 0.
*Rev. Archibald M. Morrison, Rector of Ghurch of Reconciliation,
Philadelphia, Pa.
Rev, and Hon. Burnthorn Musgrave, A~lesford~ N. S.
Rev. Edward F). Neill, Rector of Ghrist Ghurch, Minneapolis, Miun.
*Rev. William Newton, F). F), Rector of Ghurch of the Govenant,
Philadelphia, Pa.
*Rev. J. B. North, Baltimore, Md.
Rev. William S. Perkins, Bristol, Pa.
Rev. C. J. Pettigrew, Missionary, Monck’s Gorne;~ ~5.G.
*Rev. Win. M. Postlethwaite, Rector of Ghurch of the Redeemer,
Baltimore, hid.
*Rev. James C. Pratt, Rector of Grace Ghurch, Denver, Gol.
Rev. Chas. W. Quick; 723 5. Ninth St., Philadelphia, Pa.
*Rev G. Albert Redles, Rector of R. B. Ghureh, Scranton, Pa.
* Rev. Win. H. Reid, Rector of Ghurch of the Reconciliation, Brooklyn,
N.Y.
*Rev. F. H. Reynolds, Rector of Emmanuel Ghurch, Baltimore, Md.
*Rev. Win. T. Sabine, Rector of First R. B. Ghurch, New York Gity.
Win. H. Siinins, Littlehampton, Sussex, England.
Rev. Alexander Sloan, Rector of Grace Ghapel~ Falls of Sehuylkil~
Philadelphia, Pa.
* Rev. J. Howard Smith, F). F)., Rector of Emmanuel Ghurch, Newark,
Rev.
*

N.J

*Rev. Marshall B. Smith, Passaic, N.J
Rev. Chas. E. Stevens, Walthamstowe, England.
Rev. John Todd, Maryport, Gumberland~ England.
* Rev. John Trotter, Rector of St. Paul’s Ghurch, Bermuda.
*Rev. Chas. H. Tucker, Rector of Ghurch of our Redeemer, Philadelphia, Pa.

Rev. Chas. E. Watson,
*

Rector of St. Paul’s, St. Thomas, Ont., and
since transferred to St. John’s, Sussex, N. B.
Rev. Joseph D. Wilson, Rector of St. John’s, Ghicago, Ills.

*

Rev. Walter Windeyer, Brooklyn, N. 1K
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PERMANENT LAY MEMBERS,

[Who Sz~gned the Orz2gjnal Gall~ and were present and voted at the
First General Gouncil.]
*Benjainin Aycrigg, Ph.D., Passaic, N. J.
Theodore Bourne, Brooklyn, N. Y.
*Albert Crane, Chicago, Ill.
John A. Dake, New York City.
James L. Dawes, Englewood, N. J.
William S. Doughty, Englewood, N. J.
*John G. Floyd, Jr., Englewood, N. J.
tGeorge A. Gardiner, Rahway, N. J.
*Williain H. Gilder, New York City.
Thomas J. Hamilton, New York City.
*Charles D. Kellogg, Philadelphia, Pa.
Thomas C. Lyon, New York City.
James L. Morgan, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Samuel Mulliken, Englewood, N. J.
Robert McNeilly, M. D., New York City.
*Frederick A. Pell, New York City.
G. A. Sabine, M. D., New York City.
Jeremiah H. Taylor, Cobalt, Conn.
tGeorge NI. Tibbetts, Troy, N. Y.
tGen. William B. Tibbets, Troy, N. Y.
*Herbert B. Turner, New York City.
D. A. Woodworth, New York City.
t Deceased.

PERMANENT LAY MEMBER,
[By election of the General GounciA 1876.]

Judge D. J. Hughes, St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada.
LAY DEPUTIES.

[Roll arranged in the order ofJurisdiction.1
(Members marked t were present as alternates in place ofother Deputies.)

SYNOD OF CANADA.
NOVA SCOTIA. St.
NEw BRUNSWICK.

Paul’s Ghurch, Dz~by, (nocredentials received.)
St. Paul’s Ghurch, Moncton; *C XV. Burn-~
Grace Ghurch, St. .%ohn,~ Win. S.

yeat, *Thos Williams.
Marvin,

tHenry

Jack.

credentials received.)

H. Johnson.

St. 7ohn’s Ghurcli, X;issea, (no
Emmanuel Ghureh, Ghatha in

A,
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ONTARIO. Emmanuel Ghurch, Ottawa,~ * Edward
*George May.
Ghrist Ghutch, Toronto; Jehu

Botterell,
Matthews

Ghrist Ghurch, Barrie; Richard Power. St. Paul’s Ghurch
St. Thomas; *Edwin Ware. St. Y’ames’ Ghurch, Hamilton;
*William Powis. St. Bartholomew’s Ghurch, Montreal;
(not represented).
BRITISH COLUMBIA.
Ghurch of our Lord, Victoria (not repre-

sented).
SYNOD OF NEW YORK AND PHILADELPHIA.
NEW YORK. First Reformed Episcopal Ghurch, New York Gity;
*John Erving, *Ralph L. Anderton, Abram Underhill,
*Oscar F. Brown,tGeorge Lucas. Ghurch of the Incarnation,

Brooklyn; (no credentials). Gliurch of the Atonement, Brooklyn,~ * Hon. S. L. Woodford, L.L. D., *John M. Young.
Ghurch of the Redemption, Brooklyn,~ *Win. H. Devins,
Win. McAdam. Ghurch of the Reconciliation, Brooklyn,
*RearAdiniral Henry Walke, U. S. N., Prof. Jarvis S.
Wright, M. D. Ghurch of the Gorner Stone, Newburg,
Daniel T. Rogers, tB. Franklin Clark.
NEW JERSEY. Emmanuel Ghurch, Newark, *Wm A. Hammer, *H. E. Littell, *Geo. XV. Douglass. Ghrist Ghurch,
Rahway; *Hon. Geo. W. Savage, tJaines J. Lambert.
Emmanuel Ghurch, Y’ersey Gity, Albert C. Loosie. Holy
Tin’inity Ghurch, Newark, (no credentials). Grace Ghurch,
.7etsey Guy, (no credentials).
PENNSYLVANIA. Grace Ghapel, Falls of Schuylkill; *Christo
pher Haggerty, *Henry L. Hagner. Second Re/ormed
Episcopal Ghurch, Philadelphia,~ *Joseph K.’ Wheeler,
~Wi1liam H. Allen, Admiral 0. 5. Glisson, U. S. N.
*William 1-I. Woodward, *Horace Y. Evans, M.,
tS. C. Brinkle, M. D. Third lWformed Episcopal Ghurch,
Germantown, Philadelphia; *Sainuel Ashhurst, M. D.,
*Horace Y. Evans, M. D., tSainuel Richards. Ghurch of
our Redeemer, Philadelphia; *Theo. V. Bosworth, *Dr. E.
W. Hale. St. Paul’s Ghurch, Frankford, Philadelphia (not
represented).

Ghurch gf the Reconciliation, Philadelphia,-

*Jaines Kelley. Ghurch of the Govenant, Philadelphia;
*Charles M. Rhoades, *XVilliain C. O’Neill. Emmanuel
Ghurch, Kensington, Philadelphia; *Henry Sinnamon,
*William Husband, *Duckett Harinan. Reformed Episcopal Ghu~ch, Scranton; *W. W. Lathrop.

Members of the General Council, 1881.
DELAWARE.

Lloyd.

21

Ghurch of the Govenant, Wilmington; Isaac V.
Ghurch of the Redeemer, Wilmington; Robert

Roberts.
M1SSIONARY JURISDICTION OF THE SOUTH.
MARYLAND.
Ghurch of the Redeemer,

Baltimore; *William
A. Tottle, *Jos. S. Johnson, tlsaac Simmons. Emmanuel
Ghnrch, Baltimore; Dr. E. C. Baldwin. Bishop Gummnins
Memorial Ghurch, Baltimore; Samuel Bealmear. Ghrist
Ghurch, Gumberland; *Geo. Henderson, Jr.
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. Ghurch of the Redeemer, Washington;
Chas. M. Haddaway.
VIRGINIA. Ghurch ofAntioch, Millers, (no credentials.)
First
Re/brined Episcopal Ghurch, Washington, (no credentials.)
WEST VIRGINIA. First Reformed Episcopal Ghurch, Wheeling;
*Robert B. McLain.
FLORIDA. Grace Ghurch, Tallahassee,

(no credentials.)
Ghurch, Jacksonville, (no credentials.)

Ghrist

SPECIAL MISSIONARY JURlSDIcTIoN OF THE SOUTH.
SOUTH CAROLINA. Holy Trinity Ghurch, Gharleston;

St James’
Ghurch, Gooper River; Zion Ghurch, Edisto Island,- Emmanuel Ghurch, Middle St. .2’ohn’s; Bethlehem Ghurch, New
Oakley Station,~ Ghurch of the Redeemer, Fineville,~ Nazareth Ghurch, Pineville; Ghurch of the Saviour, Gharleston;
(No credentials receivedfrom these Parishes.)
OHIO. Emnianuel Ghurch, Gincinnati ,.*Dr. J. L. Cilley, *W. A.
Stevens.
iVI INNESOTA. Ghrist Ghurch, Minneapolis, (no credentials re-

ceived.)
COLORA DO. Freeborn Memorial Ghurch, Littleton, (no credentials
received.)
Trinity Ghurch, Boulder, (no credentials re-

ceived.)
Emmanuel Ghurch, Detroit, (no credentials.) Ghurch
of the Bpijphany, Ji?etroit, (no credentials.)
INDIANA.
Trinity Ghurch, Indianapolis, (no credentials.)
MICHIGAN.

SYNOD OF CHICAGO.

Ghrist Ghurch, Ghicago; S. H. Dyer, J. D. Dezendorf
*Hon. William Aldrich, Elbridge G. Keith, *Orson T.
Southworth. St. Paul’s Ghurch, Ghicago~; F. E. Cory,
W. F. Peterson, *John Fairbanks, B. A. Eckhart, tCol. J.

ILLINOIS.

Since attached to the Missionary Jurisdiction of the Northwest and West.

Members of the General Council, 1881.
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W. Bennett.

St. Matthew’s Ghurch, Ghicago; Gen. C. P.
Buckingham. Emmanuel Ghurch, Ghieago, (not represented. Giace Ghurck, Ghieago, (not represented). St.
7ohn’s Ghure/i, Ghicago; H. H. Belding, H. I. Chace.
Ghurch ofthe Good Shepherd, Ghicago, (not represented.)
Trinity Ghu?ch, En.~rlewoo1,. James E. White.
Ghrist
Ghu~ch, Peoria; Alex. C Tyng, M. B. Hill, W. P. Colburn. St. 3’o/zn’s Ghurch, Ghillzeothe, (not represented.)
St. Mark’s Ghurch, South Ghicago, (not represented.)

•

DEACONS.

[Not members of the General Gouncil.]

Rev. C Graham Adams, In charge of St. Paul’s Church, Digby~
N.S.
Rev. James Ball, In charge of Zion Church, Edisto Island, S. C.

Rev. R. H. Bosworth, In charge of Trinity Church, Englewood,
Illinois.
Rev. C. J. Boughton, Missionary, Mount Holly P. 0., 5. C.
Rev: R. H. Burke, In charge of Grace Church, Chicago, Ill.
Rev F. M. Bayne, Worcester, England.
Rev. I. B. Chantrell, Assistant Minister, Church of our Lord,
Victoria, B. C.
Rev J. L. Estlin, In charge ofChurch ofthe Redeemer, Wilmington, Del.
Rev. Thos. L. Evans, In charge of St. John’s Church, Sussex, N.B.
Rev. J. XV. Fairley, Newburgh, N. Y.
Rev. John A. Fisher, Chicago, Ill.
Rev. S. Gladden, Missionary, Oakley P. 0., 5. C.
Rev. Robert Gwynne, Cincinnati, 0.
Rev. Win. Hartley, Brantford, Ont.
Rev Fredk S. Huntington, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Rev. Johnson Hubbell, Philadelphia, Pa.
Rev. Win. L. Jett, In charge of First R. E. Church, Washington, Rappahannock county, Va.
Rev. J Johnson, In charge of Emmanuel Mission, Ottawa, Canada.
Rev. Peter C. Lawrence, Missionary; Charleston, S. C.
Rev. S. B. Mitchell, Missionary, Charleston, S. C.
Rev. R. I. Sanders, Assistant Minister, Holy Trinity Church,
Charleston, S. C.
Rev. Geo. E. Scott, Agent of Md. Tract Society, Baltimore, Md.
Rev. J. W. Treen, Toronto, Ont.
Rev. Fredk \Volfenden, In charge of Church of the Epiphany,
Detroit, Mich.
.

JOURNAL.
FIRST DAY.
Wednesday, May 25, z88r.
The Eighth General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church
assembled in the First Reformed Episcopal Church of the City of
New York, this day, at IO’2 o’clock, A. M.
Divine Service was commenced by singing the Hymn, “All
Hail the power of Jesus’ name,” followed by the communion service, in which Bishops XV. R. Nicholson, D. D. (Presiding Bishop),
Chas. Edward Cheney, D. D., P. F. Stevens, and Edward Wilson,
D. D., participated.

The Sermon was preached by Bishop Jas. A. Latan~, from
Zech. iv.~ 8, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
saith the Lord of Hosts.” (For this Sermon see Appendiv.)
The Holy Communion was administered by Bishop Nicholson,
assisted by the other Bishops above named.

The General Council was then called to order by the Presiding
Bishop, and the Roll was called by the Secretary, so far as to
ascertain the fact that a quorum was present. A quorum being
found present, the President appointed a Committee on Credentials

of Lay Deputies, consisting of Messrs. W. A. Hammer, of Newark,
N. J., W. H. Gilder, of New York City, and Chas. M. Rhodes, of
Philadelphia.
Rev. G Albert Redles presented the application of the Reformed
Episcopal Church at Scranton, Penna., for admission, and the Cre-

dentials of its Delegate.
Rev. J. L. Estlin presented the application of the Church of the
Redeemer, of Wilmington, Del., for admission, and the Credentials
of its Delegate, and on motion it was
Ordered. That the documents from both of these parishes be referred to the Committee
on Credentials.

[xxiii]
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On motion of Mr. W. A. Hammer this vote was reconsidered,
and on further motion of the same gentlema n,it was
Ordered, That the applications from both of these parishes, and all similar applications,
be referred to the Executive Committee.

The Council thereupon took a recess until

AFTERNOON

2

o’clock, P. M.

SESSION.

The Council was called to order at

2

P. M., by the Presiding

Bishop, W. R. Nicholson, D. I)., and prayer was offered by Rev.
G. Albert Redles.
The Committee on Credentials reported that the Secretary’s
Roll of the Lay Deputies was correct as far as it was made up, and
that they had also received and passed upon the Credentials from
Christ Church, Cumberland, Md.; Emmanuel Church, Jersey City Heights, N. J.;
St. John’s Church, Chicago, Ill.; Church of the Atonement, Brooklyn, N. V.; Church of the Reconciliation, Brooklyn, N. V., all of which had
been found correct,
St. Paul’s Church, Chicago, Ill.;

Upon motion of Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith the President introduced to the Council the Rev. Dr. J. C. Bliss, of Plainfleld, N. J., a
Minister of the Presbyterian Church, and invited him to a seat in
the Council as a Coi-rcsponding Member. Dr. Bliss briefly assured
the Council of his fraternal sympathy and offered a cordial Godspeed.
The Credentials of a Deputy from Grace Church, St. John, N.B.,
were presented, and it appearing that the name of the parish in that
place was entered as Zion Church upon the list of parishes, on
motion of Rev. J. S. Harrison, M. D., it was
Ordered, That the name of “Grace Church” be substituted for “Zion Church,” St.
John, N. B., upon the record of parishes.

On motion of the Secretary it

was

Ordered, That unanimous consent be given to correct the Minutes, on page 78, of the
Journal of the Seventh General Counc~i, Concerning the Report of the “Special Committee
to Revise the List of Church a’ by adding that the Committee reported that the seven
churches therein named had ceased to exist, and that they recommended that the same be
stricken from the list of parishes of this church; and that the recommendation of the Committee was unanimously adopted.
And, also, that permission be given to enter this correction upon the Minutes of the
present Council.

The Roll of Clerical and Lay Members was then called by the
Secretary.
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The Executive Committee reported in favor of admitting the
Church of the Redeemer, Wilmington, Delaware, into union with

the Council, and further reported that the application of the church
at Scranton was not in accordance with Canonical requirements.
After explanations by Rev. Mr. Redles, pastor of the church in
question, and by Bishop Nicholson, upon motion of Mr. W. C.

O’Neill, of Philadelphia, the report was received and accepted, and
both the parishes named were admitted into union with the Council.
Mr. Charles D. Kellogg, of Philadelphia, was elected Secretary
of the Council, and appointed as his assistant, Mr. Win.

C. O’Neill,

of the same city.
Rev. Mason Gallagher offered the following resolution:
Resolved, That the office of l~residing Bishop of this Church be held in rotation by the
several Bishops in the order of their seniority, the term of service being from one Council
to the next succeeding.

and on motion of Dr. Ashhurst the same was referred to the Com-

mittee on Constitution and Canons.
Hon. Win. Aldrich moved that the Council proceed to the
election of a President, and the motion was duly seconded.
Rev. Mr. Gray moved as a substitute
That any further donsideration of the question be suspended until the Committee on
Constitution and Canons shall have reported upon the resolution of Rev. Mr. Gallagher.

and this substitute was adopted by 32 ayes, to 25 nays.
The Committee on the Order of Business reported as follows,
and the report was adopted:
REPORT ON ORDER

OF BUSINESS.

To Ike Eighth General Council of/he Reformed Episcopal Church.’
The Standing Committee on Order of Business, etc., would make the following recoin
mendations
First. That the Sessions of the General Council be held from 9.30 A. M. to i o’clock
—the first half hour to be spent in devotional exercises—and from 2 to ~ o’clock, P. M.
Second. That Thursday evening, May 26th, be assigned for a Christian Conference, in
which the Clerical and Lay workers of this Church may confer upon their methods of
labor for the advancement of the spiritual interests of our Church.
Third. That Friday evening, May 27th, be assigned for the reception of Corresponding
Delegates from other Christian churches; the meeting to commence at half-past seven
o’clock.
Fourth. That after the usual opening business and the appointment of necessary Special
Committees, the business of the General Council be taken up in the following order
i. Reports of the Bishops.
2. Report of General Committee.
3. Report of Executive Committee.
4. Reports of Standing Committee of Jurisdictions and Synods.
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5.
6.

Report of Committee on Constitution and Canons.
Reports ofCommittee on Finance, of Trustees of the Sustentation Fund, and ofthe
Treasurer of the General Council.
7. Reports of other Standing Committees.
8. Report of the Committee on the State of the Church.
9. Reports of Special Committees appointed at the last General Council.
In. Reports of Special Committees that may be appointed at this Council; except the
Committee on Credentials, Religious Services, and Correspondence, who may
report at any time as occasion shall require.
ii.
Election ofTreasurer, Standing Committees, and Trustees of the Sustentation Fund.
12. Unfinished Business.
13. New Business.
14. Reading of the Minutes, and Adjournment.
All of which is submitted.
On behalf of the Committee,
W. R. NIcHOLSON, Chairman.
New York, May 2
5th, s88i,

Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith offered the following resolution,
which was made the special order of business on Friday at 2 P. M.:
Resolved, That the education and training of a ministry in and by this Church, is a
matter of prime and pressing necessity, as being an indispensable condition to its stability,
growth, and permanence.
Resolved, That it is the duty of this Council to devise a plan by which this important
end can be secured.
Resolved, That a committee of
these resolutions before the Council adjourn.

be appointed to consider and report upon

The same gentleman also offered the following resolution, to be
made the special order of business for Saturday at 2 P. M.
Resolved, That the existence and growing evil of polygamy in one of the Territories of
our common country, is a reproach to our Christian civilization, a fool blot on the national
character, and a standing menace to political and popular virtue.
Resolved, That the authorities of this Church in council assembled, hereby make a
respectful but solemn appeal to the legislative, judicial, and executive authorities of the

United States, to employ every legitimate means open to them, under their responsibility
to the country and to God, to extirpate this evil from the body politic.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted by the Secretary of the
Council, to the President of the United States, to the President of the U. S. Senate, and to
the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Rev. James M. Gray moved, as an amendment, that the resolutions concerning polygamy be now adopted.
Bishop Stevens moved to refer the resolutions to a special
committee of three, but the motion did not prevail; and the motion
of Rev. Mr. Gray, to adopt the resolutions, was unanimously
carried by a rising vote.
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On motion of the Secretary it was
Ordered, That the usual Committees on Correspondence, on the State of the Church,
and on Religious Services, be appointed,

and the Chair constituted them as follows, viz.:

On Correspondence, Rev. Dr. Win. Newton, Rev. James M.
Gray, Mr. H. E. Littell.
On the State of the Church, Rev. Jos. D. Wilson, Rev.

G. A.

Redles, Col. Benj. Aycrigg.

On Religious Services, Rev. Win. T. Sabine, Rev. Win. H,
Reid, Mr. H. A. T. Granberry.

Rev. J. D. Wilson offered the following resolution, for reference
to the Committee on Doctrin&and Worship, viz.:
Resolved, That in the Apostles’ Creed, wherever it occurs in the prayer-book, a semicolon (;) be substituted for the comma (,) after the words “Virgin Mary” and before the
word “suffered.”

On further motion of Rev. M. B. Smith the resolution of Rev.
Mr. Wilson was unanimously adopted, and thus the proposed correction in the prayer-book becomes immediately operative.
On motion of Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith,

A Special Committee of five was constituted to report concerning
his resolutiQns upon the “Education and training of the ministry in
and by this Church,” and the Chair appointed as such Committee,
Bishop Cheney, Hon. William Aldrich, Rev. Dr. Newton, Rev. W.
T. Sabine, Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith.
On motion of Rev. Mr. Redles it was
Ordered, That Bishop Latan&s sermon, preached at the opening service ofthis Council,
be published in the Journal, and also in the Recorder and Covenant, and in the Reformed
Episcopalian, that all the people may read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the important
truths which it sets forth.

Rev. Marshall B. Smith offered the following (quoted verbatim
from the Moravian Gompeudium) as an addition to the present
Articles of Religion of this Church, and moved that it be referred
to the Committee on Doctrine and Worship, to report on the subject,

if practicable, during the present sesston:

XXXVI. Of the Final Condition of Mankind in Eternity. The wicked, condemned by
Christ the righteous Judge, shall suffer everlasting punishment in hell; but the righteous
shall see God, and be forever with th~ Lord, in whose presence there is fullness of joy, and
at whose right hand there are pleasures for evermore. (Malt. xxv: 34, 41, 46
Thess.
iV

17.)

Rev. J. S. Harrison, M. D., moved that the resolution be laid
upon the table, which motion was lost by a vote of 23 ayes to
35 nays.
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The Chair then announced that under Sec. 6 of Canon i, Title
II, the additional Article of Religion proposed by the Rev. Marshall
B. Smith was referred to the Committee on Doctrine and Worship.
Judge Savage, of Rahway, N. J., protested against the ruling of
the Chair, and requested that his protest be entered upon the
Minutes.
Mr. John Erving, of New York, appealed from the decision of
the Chair; and, on the question being put, the decision of the
Chair was sustained by the Council.
Rev. Chas. H. Tucker offered the following preambles and reso-

lution, which were adopted, viz.:
Whereas, Circulars announcing a Hymnal with tunes, have been circulated among our
churches, and the proposed Hymnal is the same collection of hymns as adopted at the last
General Council, and,
Whereas, It is the opinion of many members of our Church that the adoption and
introduction of some such book would lead to the general use of the authorized Hymnal of
this Church, and thus promote congregational singing; therefore,
Resolved, That the Hymnal Committee examine the manuscript of the proposed
Hymnal, and report to this Council whether, in their judgment, it is such a collection as
would be to the best interests of our Church to adopt.

The Secretary presented the proceedings of the Special Meeting

of the General Council, held in the Second Reformed Episcopal
Church of Philadelphia, Wednesday, June 30th, I 88o, which were
read and ordered to be printed with the proceedings of this Council.
(See page 3.)
On motion, the Rules of Order of the last General Council were
adopted as the Rules of Order of the present General Council, as
follows
I. The business of every meeting shall be introduced with prayer.
II. The minutes of the Journal of the preceding day shall be read every morning at
the opening ofthe Council.
III. The President shall appoint the several Committees, unless the Council shall
otherwise order.
IV. When the President takes the chair no member shall continue standing, or shall
afterward stand up, except to address the Chair.
V. No member shall absent himself from the sessions of the House, unless he have
leave, or be unable to attend.
VI. When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliver any matter to the
Hou,e, he shall, with due respect, address himself to the President confining himself
strictly to the point in debate.
VII. No member shall speak more than twice in the same debate, without leave of
the House.
VIII. A question being once determined, shall stand as the judgment of the House
and shalt not again be drawn into debate during the same session, unless with the consent
of two.thirds of the House.
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IX. While the President is putting any question, themembers shall continue in their
seats, and shall not hold any private discourse.
X. Every member who shall be in the House when any question is put, shall, on division, be counted, unless he be personally interested in the decision.
XI. No motion shall be considered as before the House unless it be seconded.
XII. Reports made by the Committees of the Council are subject to its action, and
may be immediately adopted, amended, laid on the table, or referred.
XIII. When any question is before the House it shall be determined upon before any
new subject is introduced, except the question of adjournment.
XIV. All questions of order shall b~ decided, in the rirst instance, by the Chair, without
debate; an appeal, however, may be made from the decision, to the Council, by any member of the same.
XV. The question on motion of adjournment shall be taken before any other, and
without debate.
XVI. When the House is about to rise, every member shall keep his seat until the
President shall leave the chair.
XVII. A call to Prayer shall always be in order, when made by a member entitled to
the floor, and in such case the Chair shall designate the person whom he desires to lead in
that service.
XVIII. These Rules of Order shall remain in force until altered or suspended by the
Council, two-thirds of the members present voting for such alteration or suspension.

The Council then adjourned until

9’2

o’clock on Thursday

morning.
SECOND

DAY.
Thursday, May 26, 1881.

MORNING SESSION.

The Council convened at

9’2

o’clock for Devotional Exercises,

which were led by Rev. J. Vasthurn Brown, of Moncton. N. B.
The Council was called to order at 10 o’clock by the Presiding
Bishop, W. R. Nicholson, I). D.
The Roll was called by the Secretary, and the Minutes of the
First Day were read and approved.
The President introduced to tile Council the Rev. Giles H.
Mandeville, D. D., of the Refornled Church in America.
On motion of the Secretary it was
Resolved, That ministers of other churches who may be present, are cordially invited,
as brethren in Christ, to seats in the General Council.

The Rev. Dr. Cooper offered the following Resolutions, which
were referred

to

the General Committee, viz

Whereas, It was the dying charge of the revered founder of the Reformed Episcopal
Church that we should go forward and do that work for Christ and souls, to which, both as
an organization and as individuals, we appear to have been especially called; and,
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Whereas, The cultivation of the spirit of church extension and supportis the imperative
and constraining duty of all who would obey the command of our Divine Redeemer to
preach His gospel to every creature, without which spirit no branch of the Church of Christ
can reasonably expect to prosper; and,
Whereas, And furthermore, it is dxpedient to emphasize the duty contemplated in the
foregoing, and to give practical expression of the sense of this House as to the subject matter herein involved; therefore,
Resolved, That the subject of church extension and support shall be considered as
possessing especial claims upon the attention of the members of this body now in General
Council assembled, and to the exclusion, if need be, of all the matters of comparatively
minor moment, in view of the necessary brevity of our sessions.
Rewived, That the sum of
—
dollars, per annum, for two years, or until the
assembling of the next ensuing General Council, be appropriated from the Sustentation Fund
of this church under the direction of thc Presiding Bishopand a Board of Domestic Missions,
for the purpose of aiding such parishts now existing as, in their judgment, may need and
deserve financial assistance, and for the establishment and support of new parishes where
the same may, by them, be deemed practicable and advisable.

Bishop Win. R. Nicholson, D. D., then read his report for the

past two years, as follows
REPORT OF BISHOP NICHOLSON.
To Ihe Eigh/h General Council of/he Reformed Ejiscopal (ihurch:—
DEAR BRETHREN—As required by canon so to do, I herewith present the record of
Episcopal work done by me since the last meeting of the General Council, two years since.
June 13, 5879. Received (roni Rev. B. B. Ussher, M. D., a letter of this date, in which
he asked to have his name dropped from the list of ministers of the Reformed Episcopal
Church, and staled that he should place himself under Bishop Gregg.
Sunday, June as, 5879, presided at the consecration to the Episcopate, in the Second
Reformed Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, of the Rev. James A. Latan~, the Rev. P. F.
Stevens, and the Rev. A. S. Richardson. The Rev. William Newton, D. D., preached
the sermon. There were present, and taking part in the services. Bishop Fallows, the Rev.
Doctors Leacock, Howard-Smith, and Edward Wilson, and the Rev. Mason Gallagher.
Three of‘these brethren united with Bishop Fallows and myself in the laying on of hands.
A large congregation had assembled on the occasion.
The next day, Monday, June s
3d, a meeting ot the General Committee of the Church
was held. The call for such meeting had not been regularly issued to all the members,
for there had been previously no intention of having the meeting; hut a quorum of the
Committee having, been brought together by the consecration services of the preceding
day, and very much feeling my need of the Committee’s advice, I earnestly requested them
to assemble as a Committee. I laid before them certain letters I had received from Montreal, concerning the withdrawal, under the instigation of Mr. Ussher, of St. Bartholomew’s parish, in that city, from the Reformed Episcopal Church. Atter a free and full
discussion it was, on motion of Dr. H. Y. Evans, unanimously “Reselved, that Bishops
Fallows and Nicholson be requested by this Committee to visit the churches in Canada,
and that in the matter of organizing a Synod and the election of a bishop thereof, they be
authorized by this Committee to act as their judgment may approve.
In a’~cordance with this request of the General Committee, on Wednesday evening, June
25th, I left New York for Montreal, in company with Bishop Fallows, After consultation
with our friends in that city we held a public meeting in the V. M. C. A. ball, on Friday
evening and endeavored to lay some important facts before the people.
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Bishop Fallows returning to Brooklyn on the next day, because ofbeing busy with preparations for removing his family to Chicago, I went on to Ottawa, by invitation of the
Rev. George W. Huntington, and spent Sunday, the apth of June, in that city, preaching
in the morning, and in the evening delivering, by the request of the rector, an address on
the principles and prospects ot the Reformed Episcopal Church. Delighted as I was
with my new-made acquaintance with Mr. Huntington, I could readily understand how it
was that his people so evidently loved him. While at Ottawa I issued a call for a Convention of clergy and lay delegates of the Canadian parishes to meet in that city on the last
Wednesday of July, for the purpose of considering the subjects of the formation of a Synod
ot Canada and the nomination of a bishop. I determined so to do only after the fullest
deliberation, and as guided by the emphatic approval of Bishop Fallows and the informal
advice of members of the General Committee, at their meeting on June a
3d, and also by
the judgment ofour friends, both at Ottawa and Montreal.
Tuesday, July ist, I was in Toronto, and called to see the Rev. Mr. Bilkey; but not
finding him, I communicated with him by letter on the purpose of my visit. I wrote, also,
to the Senior Warden of the parish at Hamilton and to Judge Hughes, neither of whom
had I time to see. 1 then visited Barrie, where I found the parish steady and quiet, vigorously denouncing the revolutionary schemes of Mr. Ussher, and expressing their entire
satisfaction with the Jurisdictional arrangements as then existing. I very much enjoyed
my intercourse with the Rev. Mr. McCormick. I preached there on Thursday evening,
the 3d of July.
Leaving Barrie I reached home on Saturday, the 5th of July, very much encouraged at
the results of my observation of the parishes in Canada. I immediately wrote to Bishop
Latan6, requesting him to make a visitation of Canada; proposing to him to go first to the
maritime parishes, thence to Montreal, and thence to Ottawa to preside at the Convention
on the last Wednesday in July. I need not say that Bishop Latan~ complied with my
request, and entered upon the proposed visitation without delay.
Monday, July 7th, I received a letter from the Rev. Mr. Bridge, Deacon, at New
Dublin, Ontario, asking me to erase his name from the list of ministers of the Reformed
Episcopal Church. and saying that he should connect himself with Bishop Gregg.
July 28th, 1879, I removed the nanse of the Rev. B. B. Ussher, M. D., from the ministry ofthe Reformed Episcopal Church, at his request, and notified the Secretary of the
General Council to that effect.
July lpth, I appointed the Standing Committee of the Jurisdiction of Ottawa: Rev.
M. T. McCormick, Rev. R. A. Bilkey, Judge J. A. Ardagh, George May. Also the
Standing Committee of the Jurisdiction of the East: Rev. W. T. Sabine, Rev. J. Howard
Smith, D. D., Rev. B. B. Leacock, D. D.; and Messrs. Wessel Scharif, John Erving,
Andrew A. Bremner.
August 3d, 5879, I had the pleasure of meeting Bishop Latanh on his return from
the visitation in Canada, and from the Convention at Ottawa, over which he was elected
to preside. I received from him many wise and valuable suggestions.
August 8th, I erased, at his own request, from the list of deacons of the Reformed
Episcopal Church the name of Rev. H. D. Bridge, and notified the Secretary of General
Council thereof.
September roth, 5879, 1 erased, at his own request, from the list of ministers 01 the
Reformed Episcopal Church the name of Rev. W. V. Fcltwell, and notified the Secretary
of the General Council to that effect.
September 55th, in accordance ‘with § xiii. Canon 8, Title I, and in answer to urgent
letters from Canada, I assigned to Bishop Latanh the oversight ofthe churches there.
Thursday evening, September a5th, I visited the Church of the Covenant, Wilmington, Delaware, and preached. The church was filled with a seemingly interested congretion, many persons from the Protestant Episcopal Church being present.
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Monday, September 29th, I gave a letter dimissorv to the Rev. Joseph S. Malone,
dismissing him to the Presbyterian Church.
Wednesday, October 1st, I met the General Committee in Philadelphia. I had called
the Committee together to ask their advice concerning Canadian and other matters.
Wednesday, October 8th, at 38 Bible House, New York, I took part with Rev. Dr. Leacock and Rev. Mr. Sabine in the examination of Mr. F. M. Bayne for the Diaconate.
Thursday, October
9th, I attended and presided at the Synod of New York, in the
First Reformed Episcopal Church, New York City.
Sunday, October sath, Rev. Dr. Edward Wilson entered on the charge of St. Bartholomew’s Reformed Episcopal Church, Montreal. He had yielded to my earnest importunities.
I had also written to the vestry of Christ Church, Chicago, where Dr. Wilson was officiating
during the absence of Bishop Cheney in Europe, beseeching them to release him from the
remaining month ofhis engagement. I felt deeply indebted to them for their prompt and
most kindly compliance with my request.
October 3oth. In the absence of Bishop Latan~, who was then in Canada, I went to
Baltimore, at the request of the vestry of the Bishop Cummins Memorial Church, to consult with and cotinsel them on the occasion of the resignation of the Rev. H. H.
Washburn.
November 3d, in the Second Reformed Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, I attended a
meeting of clergy and delegates of the Central Jurisdiction, called to consider the question
of organizing a Synod. Nine parishes were represented; nine clergymen were present,
seven Presbyters and two Deacons. The restilt was that the Synod of Philadelphia was
formed.
November 6th, I ordained Mr. F.. M. Bayne deacon in Emmanuel Church, Newark; the
rector, Dr. Howard Smith and the Rev. Mr. Sabine taking part in the services.
December 12th, 1 received from Bishop Richardson the certificate of transfer of Rev.
Charles Edward Watson to St. Paul’s Church, St. Thomas, Ontario.
Sunday evening, December z4sh, 5879, I administered the rite of Confirmation in the
Second Reformed Episcopal Church, Philadelphia. Fouiteen persons made public confession of the Savior.
Thursday evening, January aad. i88o, I visited the Church of the Covenant, Wilmington, Delaware, when thirteen persons confirmed their faith in Christ.
Wednesday evening, January 28th, x88o, in the Church of the Atonement, Brooklyn, I
preached and administered the rite of confirmation to eleven persons.
Thursday evening, January 29th, I visited the Church of the Reconciliation, Brooklyn,
and preached.
Sunday, February 8th, s88o, I visited the church in Boston. The Rev. James M. Gray
had but just been settled in charge of the parish. A faithful band have been the Reformed
Episcopalians of Boston. It was a great pleasure to me so meet with a number of my old
parishioners, and especially so to see them in both the morniog and esening congregations
of that day.
February a5th, I gave letter dimissory to Rev. John Rhoades Furey, at his own request,
and dismissed him to the Methodist Episcopal Church.
March soth, I issued a circular to the ebLirches of Canada, reminding them of their
approaching Convention, in Montreal, oo the 26th of the following month, and urging a
full attendance of clergy and delegates.
March sith, I took part with the Rev. Marshall B. Smith am~1 the Rev. A. M. Morrison
in the examination of Rev. George W. Huntington for the Presbyterate.
Sunday, March s4th, I ordained the Rev. G. W. Huntington to the Presbyterate, in the
Second Reformed Episcopal Churcls, Philadelphia; the Rev. M. B. Smith uniting with me
in the laying on of hands.
Sunday evening, March 21st, I administered the rite of confirmation in the Second
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Reformed Episcopal Church, Philadelphia. Ten persons made confession of repentance
and faith.
Thursday evening, April 1st, 1 officiated at the installation of the Rev. Benjamin Johnson as rector of Emmanuel Church, Philadelphia. The Rev. Messrs. Newton, Tucker
and Redles took part with nie in the service, and also a Presbyterian minister.
Sunday morning, April
4th, I visited the First Reformed Episcopal Church, New York
City, when thirteen persons confirmed their faith.
On the evening of the same day I visited Emmanuel Church, Newark, and thirteen persons confirmed their faith.
Monday evening, April 5th, I visited the Church of the Holy Trinity, Newark, and
seven persons confirmed their faith.
Wednesday evening, April 7th, I visited the Church of the Redemption, Brooklyn, and
fourteen persons confirmed their faith.
Wednesday, April i4th, I presided at the Synod of New York, in the Church of the
Atonement, Brooklyn.
Thursday, April z~th, I took part with Rev. Drs. Leacock and Howard Smith in the
examination ofMr. G. D. Adams for the Diaconate.
Thursday evening, April 15th, I administered the rite of confirmation in the Church of
Our Redeemer, Philadelphia, when eight persons made confession of the Savior.
Tuesday, April aoth, I visited the Church of the Covenant, Wilmington, Delaware,
when twenty-six persons made confession of the Savior.
Wednesday, April aist, I attended the meeting of the Synod of Philadelphia, in the
Church of the Covenant, Wilmington, Delaware.
Friday evening, May 7th, I visited the Church of the Reconciliation Philadelphia, when
ten persons were received in the rite of confirmation.
May zoth, I gave letter dimissory, at his own request, to Rev. Joseph Brown, formerly
of Hamilton, Canada, dismissing him to the Methodist Episcopal Church, Canada.
Wednesday, May z9th, I met the General Committee at the First Reformed Episcopal
Church, New York City. It was a very large meeting of the Committee, 22 members
being present. Among the subjects which engaged the attention of the Committee during
its long session, from ii A. M. to ‘I P. M., was that of Bishop Gregg’s relation to this
Church. On this subject a preamble and resolutions were adopted by the Committee; one
of the resolutions being as follows, “Resolved, That this General Committee advise and
request the Presiding Bishop and the Secretary of the General Council to erase Bishop
Gregg’s name from the roll ofthe clergy of this Church.
In view of all the facts, as recited
in the preamble, I felt it to be my duty to comply with this resolution, and on the 27th of
May, z88o, I did erase his name. Copies of the record of my action in the premises,
accompanied by attested copies of preamble and resolutions, were sent by the Secretary of
the General Council to Bishop Gregg and to Bishop Sugden, and were published in our
church papers.
Thursday evening, May aoth, I visited Christ Church, Rahway, New Jersey, when five
persons made profession of repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Sunday morning, May 3oth, in the First Reformed Episcopal Church, New York City, I
ordained to the Diaconate Mr. George D. Adams the rector, the Rev. Mr. Sabine, presenting the candidate.
Having been officially notified of the formation, by the Convention at Montreal on the
a6th of May, of” The First Synodof the Reformed~Episcopal Church, in the Dominion of
Canada,’ and having been officially notified that said Synod had noniinated as its Bishop
the Rev. Edward Wilson, D. D., and having been requested, in accordance with the provision of Section I, Canon z, Title II, to calla special meeting of the General Council for
the purpose ofacting with reference to the nomination of Dr. Wilson I did, therefore, on
the fifth day ofJane, issue the call for the special meeting of the General Council.
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9th, I visited Emmanuel Church, Philadelphia, and received in the rite of confirmation six persons into the communion of the church.
Sunday evening, June 27th, 1 visited the Church of the Covenant, Philadelphia, when
nine persons confirmed their faith.
Wednesday, June 3oth, i88o, in accordance with the call for the special meeting, the
General Council assembled in the Second Reformed Episcopal Church, Philadelphia. A
quorum being present, the Council proceeded to transact the business for which it had
convened. The nomination of the Rev. Edward Wilson, D. D., was confirmed, and he
was declared to be duly elected as Bishop of the First Synod of the Reformed Episcopal
Church in the Dominion of Canada. Dr. Wilson resigned as Secretary of the General
Council, and Charles D. Kellogg, Esq., was requested by a vote of the Council to act as
Secretary ad ie/erlrn.
Thursday evening, July 1st, the consecration of Dr. Wilson took place in the Second
Reformed Episcopal Church, Philadelphia. The sermon was preached by Bishop Latan~.
The Rev. Messrs. Newton, Gallagher, Fitzpatrick, Tucker, Harrison, and Reynolds, united
with Bishop Latan~ and myself in the laying on of hands.
July soth, I dismissed, at his own request, to Bishop Richardson’s Jurisdiction the Rev.
F. M. Bayne.
August 2d, I gave letter dimissory, at his own request, to the Rev. James Lavelle,
dismissing him to the Presbyterian Church.
October 13th, 1 visited Grace Chapel, Schoylkill Falls, Philadelphia, when nineteen persons made profession of their faith in Christ.
Monday, October i8th, I took part with Dr. Newton and the Rev. Benj. Johnson in the
examination of Mr. J. W. Fairley for Deacon’s orders.
Sunday evening, October 3tst, in the Church of the Covenant, Philadelphia, I ordained,
as deacon, Joseph William Fairley; the rector, Dr. William Newton, presenting him.
December 8th, i88o, I gave letter dimissory, at his own request, to Rest. Geo. D.
Adams, Deacon; dismissing him to the Presbyterian Church.
January 15th, z88z, I gave letter dimissory, at his own request, to Rev. V. P. Morgan;
dismissing him to the Protestant Episcopal Church,
Sunday, February a3th, s88r, I visited the First Reformed Episcopal Church, Boston,
and received, in the rite of confirmation, nine persons into the communion of the church.
The growth of our church in Boston, as was expected, has been somewhat slow, but it has
been steady. And now, under the very acceptable ministry of the Rev. James M. Gray,
we cannot hut anticipate that, by the blessing of God, it will continue to grow. The name
of the Rev. Samuel Cutler is fragrant in that parish; his toemory, by the blessing of God,
has had a cementing effect upon those faithful few. A truer, braver man than was he, it
were hard to find. He and I were for many years associated together as ministers of the
gospel in the same diocese of the Protestant Episcopal Church. He was always the unflinching exponent of the simplicity that is in Christ. There was something sublime in his
single-hearted devotion to the gospel, when at his advanced age he bravely sundered his
connection with that Sacramentarian Church, against whose errors he had so persistently
and yet so hopelessly striven, and iIs pure love of the truth, as it is in Jesus, united himself
to the few and feeble folk of the Reformed Episcopal Church; thus, like the fabled swan,
rendering at his death his most effective testimony.
Thursday, March 3d, I visited, by invitation, in company with the Rev. Mr. Redles, the
city of Scranton, Penn., and in the evening made an address on the principles and claims
of the Reformed Episcopal Church, Mr. Redles had made a previous visit there, by
invitation, only a little while before, and i,ad held, by request, Sunday services. A small
number of Protestant Episcopalians were ripe for action in furtherance of a movement to
establish our church in that busy and thriving city. The high, ritualistic Protestant Episcopal Church there, which once upon a time enjoyed the reputation of being a low church
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a nd evangelical, has been, for some time past, unwittingly preparing the ground for our
occupancy. Mr. Redles services, I found, had awakened a very keen interest, and had
made ready the little band of determined spirits for some decisive step. Accordingly, on
the evening of my visit there, an incipient organization was effected. From that moment
they have gone steadily forward, although facing the most persistent opposition. They are
now strong enough to offer a pastor a livisig salary; and, Mr. Redles having accepted their
unanimous call to the rectorship, I trust they are destined to become, under the gracious
Spirit of God, an important and influential parish. This instance of the city of Scranton is,
I believa, an earnest of what we may expect, if only we are thoroughly true to our position
as a church; true to the great doctrines of historical orthodoxy; true to the simplicity that
is in Christ, and true to the loving spirit of the gospel.
April 6th, I attended at Rahway, New Jersey, a called ifeeting of the Synods of New
York and Philadelphia, respectively. Then and there the union of the two Synods was
consummated, under the title of” The New York and Philadelphia Synod of the Reformed
Episcopal Church.”
Sunday evening, April zoth, I administered the rite of confirmation in the Second Reformed Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, and received fourteen persons into the communion
of the church.
Wednesday evening, April 20th, I visited Grace Chapel, Falls of the Schuylkill, Philadelphia, and received eight persons in the rite of confirmation. A large congregation
assembled. This parish, in its improved finances and its now general activity, seems, by
the blessing ofGod, to be bounding forward in good works.
Sunday morning, April 2
4th, I visited the First Reformed Episcopal Church, New York
City, when ten persons confessed faith in Christ as their own Saviour. A wonderful work
has been accomplished by this parish, in that they have almost entirely discharged their
once great debt. No doubt there were princely contributions from a few noble givers; at
the same time the debt has been worked off in great part by means of the self-denying gifts
of the enrich and the many.
On the evening of the same day, I visited Emmanuel Church, Newark, New Jersey,
and sixteen persons made confession of the Savior. An honored Presbyterian clergyman
of Newark took part in the religious service. A crowded congregation filled the church,
and I observed, with pleasure, some familiar faces of former parishioners of mine during
my rectorship of Trinity Protestant Episcopal Church, in that city.
Emmanuel Church, Newark, takes its place grandly by the side of the First Reformed
Episcopal Church, New York City. It, too, has almost entirely cleared off its debt, which,
although not as large, was yet equally burdensome. Well nigh every word which might
be said to the honor of the one parish, in this respect, would be applicable to the other
parish. All honor, then, to the two parishes, which have showed themselves to possess so
true an appreciation of our position as a church, such love for the gospel, such dauntless
self~denial for the Master, so much of courage and resolution, and energy. And all honor to
my beloved friends, the two pastors, who have stood, each so persistently and patiently at
the helm, amid whatever perplexities and discouragements and hard work. To parishes
like these there belong great possibilities.
Monday evening, April 25th, I visited Christ Church, Rahway, New Jersey, and five
persons were received in the rite of confirmation. This little parish is full of life and spirit.
Under the ministry of Dr. Harrison and the hearty co-operation of its membership, it seems
to have been greatly blessed, and is still going on to prosper.
Thursday evening, April 28th, I was at the Church of otir Redeemer, Philadelphia,
when five persons confirmed their faith in Christ. A good congregation had assembled,
and we enjoyed a delightful service. The spiritual condition of this parish, if we may
judge by the apparent marks, was never in a better condition, and may well encourage its
pastor and people to go forward and do a yet grander work.
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Thursday evening, May iath, I visited Emmanuel Church, Jersey City Heights, when
seven persons were received in the rite of confirmation. At the same time, I read, by
request, the Installation Service, and the Rev. Mr. Ether was formally inducted into the
pastorship of the parish. In spite of the oppressive heat of the evening, the little chapel
was well filled. God grant that this congregation may now take a new start in the interest
and the work ofparish life.
Monday, May ifith, with the consent of the Standing Committee of the Central Jurisdiction, I received the Rev. Johnson Hubbell, of Philadelphia, into the ministry of our
church, from the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Hubbell was a licentiate of the Presbyterian
ministry, and was received by me as holding a position correspondent to that of deacon in
the Reformed Episcopal Church.
Thus since the last meeting of the General Council, I have admitted, in the rite of confirmation, to the communion of our church 252 persons. I have erased from the roll ofministers of the Reformed Episcopal Church, at their own request, 2 presbyters and
deacon;
and, not at his own reqtsest, z bishop. I have given letters dimissory to 4 presbyters and
2 deacons, I have held 3 ordinations to the Diaconate, and z to the Presbyterate. I have
received into our ministry, as deacon, a licentiate ofthe Presbyterian Church.
Two new parishes have come into existence, within my jurisdiction, since the last meeting of the Council, viz., the second parish at Wilmington. Delaware, and the parish at
Scranton, Pennsylvania.
As a church, we have been passing through a severely sifting process. We have had,
at God’s hand, a series of wholesome medications; and I trust they have already done us some
good. I cannot but think that God has been chastising us for our vanity, our ambition,
our haste to become, as a church, a great power in the world; our contentedness with the
protest against mere ritualism and ecelesiasticism, while yet so grievously coming short of
an adequate practical appreciation of the doctrines of grace, and of an experimental spiiitual
acquaintance with God. In fine, I fear that, while being outwardly Reformed Episcopalians,
we have not been sufficiently so evangelically and spiritually. May God’s dealings with
us clear up our views in these regards, aiid inspire our hearts with the godliness of the
gospel.
Our dark clouds, however, have not been without their silver linings. The very losses
we have sustained have been, in most instances, for the purification of the church. Meanwhile, certainly in some of our parishes, the gospel has been doing its gracious work, many
genuine conversions to God, as we believe, have taken place, and Christians are being
educated to know in heartfelt power the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of peace. Let
us praise God, even in the midst of His righteous castigations; let us duly consider His
grace and mercy toward us; let us do our duty persistently, and trust God for providentially shaping and directing our church; let us stand up for the whole truth, as it is in Jesus,
while yet we speak it in love; let us have Christ dwelling in our hearts by faith; and then
may we rest in the assurance that, with such living principles at work in our hearts, our
work, as a church, shall not be as water spilt on the ground. As Paul said to the stormtossed mariners, let us say each to others, “Sirs, he of good cheer, for I believe God, that it
shall be even as it was told me.” Yes, let us “thank God and take courage.
Your brother in Christ,
WM. R. NscHoLsoN,
Bishop of/he Central 7urisdic/ion and Presiding Bishop.

The Rev. E. A. Blake, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal
Church in New York City, was introduced to the Council.
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Bishop Samuel Fallows, D. D., presented and read his Report
for the past two years, as follows
BISHOP FALLOWS’ REPORT.
To the Eighth General Council of/he Reformed Episcopal Church:—
DEAR BRErHEEN—In accordance with the canonical provisions, relating to the bishops
ofthe Reformed Episcopal Church, I herewith submit my report for the past two years:
In accordance with the expressed wish of the General Council of t879, and of the vestry
of St. Paul’s Church, Chicago, I resumed the pastoral care of this, my first and deeply
beloved Reformed Episcopal congregation, and by formal assignment of the Council,
entered upon she duties of Bishop of the Jurisdiction of the West and Northwest.
I may mention, as in some degree an apology, if it should be required, for any short
comings in the discharge of these double duties; and, as a matter of church information
which should be officially recorded, the peculiar nature of she responsibilities entrusted
to me.
While serving as the former rector ofSt. Paul’s Church I was elected to the Episcopate
at the General Council held in Ottawa. It was the distinct understanding ofthat General
Council, and my own, that my election meant a severance of my pastoral relations with
my psrish, and a~devotion to the missionary work of the church at large. Before my election, as I afterwards learned, an earnest protest was made by Col. J. W. Bennett, the
delegate from St. Paul’s, that the sundering of this relation might cause serious embarrassment to the parish, and, perhaps, result in its disintegration.
On motion, it was resolved by the Council that I should remain as rector until the parish
could secure some other person to take my place. I accordingly remained rector in charge
for a brief period, and then gave myself wholly to the work assigned me—a clergyman
having been called to the rectorship in my stead.
Upon my return to the parish, nearly two years afterwards, I found it in a scattered
condition. The church property, bought at a wonderful bargain, was advertised for sale,
and the congregation had dwindled down to a mere handful.
In view of the fact that the parish had beconse thus depleted, the. General Council, at its
request, made an appropriation of$a,5oo, for the current expenses during the year 1879—80.
While recognizing, with thankfulness, the action of the General Council, the parish
regarded this appropriation not only as an act of generosity, but also of justice. I allude
to this fact in behalf of the parish, because the action of the General Council had been
misconstrued by some individuals. The parish held that, in a very important sense, the
General Council was responsible for their condition, and hence was bound, in Christian
honor, to help re-instate them in theirformer condition. The appropriation seemed a large
one to make; but, for the reason stated, the parish claimed that the General Council was
not only justified in making it, but could stand by its action on the single ground of dirty
alone.
After the adjournment of the General Council, in June 1879, I at once moved my family
from Brooklyn to Chicago, and entered upon the work before me. The bonded debt and
interest on St. Paul’s Church was over $27,000, besides a small fioasicg debt. I initiated
imniediately, a ‘movement to raise the interest and a portion of the principal, and was
successful in so doing. But, as I found by actual results, people were not apt to flock in
large numbers to a church burdened with a heavy mortgage; I determined, with God’s
blessing, to make an effort to lift the whole load. Through the kind, and ever to be
remembered co-operation of some friends in the East, I was enabled to accomplish the
result. I here, without mentioning the name, allude specially to a noble Christian woman
of our communion, without whose most generous and timely aid I could not have succeeded.
To her, above all others, is due my own grateful appreciation and that of my parish, and
the church at large.
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The debt of $27,000 was assumed by the congregation of St. Paul’s, to be paid within
three years, in semi-annual iiistallments. To this end every nerve has been strained.
Fifteen thousand dollars of this indebtedness has been actually cancelled. I confidently
expect that the whole claim will be met within the time specified.
In the absence of Bishop Cheney, who was making his European tour, I confirmed, in
4 the bishop and of the Rev J. D. Wilson, the
St. John’s Church, Chicago, at the request o
rector, six persons, on Sunday afternoon, Octolser z9tb, 1879. The Rev. J. D. Wilson and
the Rev. W. H. Cooper, D. D., assisted in the services, which were of a deeply interesting
character.
On the pth of November, 1879, I confirmed, in St. Paul’s Church, Chicago, five persons,
and received eleven persons by letter.
On the 28th of March, s88o, I confirmed in St. Paul’s Church, Chicago, thirteen persons
and received fifteen by letter, from other Christian churches.
In she early part of the month ofMay, t88o, I attended the General Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, held in Cincinnati, Ohio, to bear to that distinguished body
the fraternal greetings of our church. Upon my introduction to the Conference, as your
representative, I was received with the utmost cordiality, the name of our church eliciting
marks of unusual approbation.
At a succeeding session ofthe Conference, held especially for that purpose, in St. Paul’s
Church, on Wednesday evening, May tatli, I conveyed, in a formal manner, the salutations
of our General Council. The Rev. Dr. Hatfield, in a short, yet forcible and graceful
speech, presented your delegate to Bishop Harris, the presiding officer on the occasion,
who in turn presented him to the Conference.
At the close of the address a hearty vote of thanks was given by the Conference, on
motion of she Assistant Secretary, Rev. Dr, Munro; and by a unanimous vote, the Conference, on motion of the Rev. Dr. J. M. Reid, Missionary Secretary, resolved to print the
address in the Dail Advocate and in the Minutes of the proceedings ofthe Conference.
It was a matter ofgreat personal regret to me, as it was to our church in Cincinnati and
to the General Conference, that o’:r highly esteemed brother, Bishop Nicholson, the associate delegate, could not be present and assist in the pleasurable duty assigned us.
On the Sunday following, I preached in the morning in Emmanuel Church, Cincinnati,
then under the pastoral care of the Rev. M. D, Church, and in the evening assisted in the
services; my old friend, the Rev, Dr. Buck, a member of the General Conference, preaching a most interesting and acceptable sermon.
On the a
5th of July, z88o, I confirmed, in St. Paul’s Church, Chiesgo, four persons,
and received four by letter.
On the 6th of June, s88o, I visited the city of Detroit, where our highly esteemed
brother, the Rev. P. B. Morgan, was faithfully working.
I preached, Sunday morning, in the hail occupied by Emmanuel Church; confirmed
seven persons, and administered the Holy Communion.
In the afternoon, at 3 o’clock, I addressed the Sunday-school of the Church of the
Epiphany, a parish just in the process of organization, whose interests were carefully and
sedulously looked after by the Rev. Frederick Wolfenden, Deacon. This parish was then
making application for admission into the church, and has since proven its right to formal
recognition, at the hands of the proper church authorities.
I must here thankfully
acknowledge the services rendered the Church of the Epiphany by the Rev. Dr. Cooper,
who regularly visited it once a month, for quite a long period; preaching and administering the Sacrament.
At 4 o’clock in the afternoon of the same day, I preached in the Detroit Opera House;
and in the evening, held another delightful service with the brethren of Emmanuel Church,
In the fall of the year 1878, the Rev. Thompson L. Smith, sustained financially by
some generous friends in the East, initiated a movement in connection with our cause in
Denver. It was carried on with varying success for nearly two years. At the end of that
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time it became evident that it was necessary, for many reasons, to begin our work under the
immediate leadership of the bishop of the West and Northwest. At the eatnest and oft
repeated solicitation of our lay friends in Colorado, I made a visitation of nearly a month’s
duration to that State, in the fall of t88o, and assisted especially our brethren in Denver,
in lifting up once more our church banner. I called together every representative member
of the former acting vestry and of the congregation, and discussed carefully and prayerfully
the situation with them. [‘he result ofour deliberation was the unanimous conclusion that
there must be an entirely new organization, with a new administration of parochial matters
and interests.
At the unanimons request of these friends, the Rev. J. C. Pratt, ofBoulder, assumed the
pastoral charge of the new parish, to which the name of Grace Church was given.
October 24th, I preached in the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the morning, to an
overflowing congregation; and in the Presbyterian Church in the evening, to a large
audience.
October 25th, I lectured in the Methodist Episcopal Church, for the benefit of our cause.
October 2
7th, accompanied by the Rev. Thompson L. Smith, I visited Leadville.
Sunday, October ~tst, I preached in the Baptist Church, Denver, in the morning, and
made a visitation to Boulder in the evening.
November Itt, I lectured in Boulder for the benefit of the church.
November 2d, I preached in Trinity Church, on the distinctive principles of our church,
and confirmed three persons.
November ~th, I met she friends of our cause in Denver to arrange plans for a reorganization.
On Sunday, morning and evening, Nov. 7th, I preached to the reorganized congregation,
being assisted in the services by the Rev. J. C. Pratt, who presented one candidate for
confirmation.
On the toth of April. i88t, I visited Cincinnati, and preached in Emmanuel Church,
morning and evening. At the close of the evening service I confirmed sixteen persons ptesented by the rector, the Rev. P. B, Morgan.
On Easter Sunday, April 17th, t88i, I confirmed fourteen persons in St. Paul’s Chssrch,
Chicago, and received fifteen persons, by letter, from other Christian churches.
On the 15th of May, 88i, I visited Detroit; I preached i a the morning in the Church
of the Epiphany; confirmed four persons, and administered the Holy Communion, assisted
by the acting rector, the Rev. F. Wolfenden.
In the evening I preached for Emmanuel Church, and was assisted in the services by
the Rev. John Ward, acting rector, and the Rev. F. Welfenden.
At my request, Bishop Cheney has made two visitations to Christ Church, Minneapolis;
the Rev. Edward D. Neill, rector. This parish is enjoying a large measure of prosperity.
A beautiful church edifice has been erected by the earnest and devout congregation to
which Mr. Neill ministers. Both pastor and parish stand deservedly high in the confidence
and esteem of the community.
Emmanuel Church, Cincinnati, was never in a more flourishing condition than it is at
the present time. The congregation is composed of faithful adherents of our cause, who
are thorough, loyal Reformed Episcopalians from principle. Intelligently comprehending
our distinctive tenets, and animated with a genuine love for osir church, us a church, they
are a firm, united and consistent band of Christian believers. They hailed with great joy
the coming again among them of their first beloved leader, the Rev. P. B. Morgan.
Under his rectorship they are expecting great things. In order that he may give his full
time to the increasing demands and interests of this important parish, it will be necessary
for the General Council to masse to this congregation an appropriation of $5oo.
Emmanuel Church, Detroit, began two years ago by the Rev. Mr. Morgan, has wonderfully held together, despite the want of pastoral oversight by a settled rector. Though few
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in number, the faithful band are unswerving in their purpose to maintain a church in that
portion of the city in which they meet for worship, With very great reluctance the vestry
acquiesced in the removal of Mr, Morgan to Cincinnati, although in all she circumstances
they felt they could not interpose any insuperable objection. Since his removal, the Rev.
John Ward, formerly connected with the Baptist Church, but originally a member of the
Church of England, has been assiduously serving the congregation.
The Church of the Epiphany, Detroit—she last parish admitted into she church within
my jurisdiction,—gives every promise of a useful and vigorous existence. The Rev. F,
Wolfenden has generously devoted his spare time and services to the building up of the
parish; although engaged in an honorable and responsible secular position. A neat, commodious church has been erected, upon which a small debt yet remains, This church is
quite remote from Emmanuel Parish, and is equally needed with the latter in existing circumstances, for the developement of our movement in Detroit. As a united meeting of she
vestries of both parishes, recently held, it was determined to call a rector who should give
his time and attention to the two congregations. In order that the one chosen may receive
a proper support, it will be necessary that the General Council make an appropriation of
$ ~oo per year, for the coming two years.
Our church at Boulder has suffered from the removal of several of its prominent members to other places. While the feeling of regret was very great, both in the parish and in
the town of Boulder, at she departure of the Rev. J. C. Pratt to Denver it was the general
conviction that the chief city of Colorado needed his services more than any other place.
The parish still remains under the pastoral charge of Mr. Pratt, who is able to make it
periodical visits,

Our ebsireb at Littleton, the remotest parish on the frontier, is now enjoying the personal
ministrations ofthe Rev. Mr. McFadden. This church was one ofthe first, if not the first, in
the United States at least, to respnnd to the call of Bishop Cummins, Our hard-working
brother, Mr, McFadden, must not be forgotten either in our appropriations or our prayers.
The Rev. M, D. Church has, at his own request, received letters dimissory to the
Methodist Episcopal Church.
The Rev. Thompson L. Smith has withdrawn from our ministry.
I herewith submit a portion of the report of the Rev. P. B. Morgan, who was appointed
Evangelist under my jurisdiction
I visited and preached in Indianapolis, Put-in-Bay, Port Huron, Saganaw, Cincinnati, Port Austin,
and Tonics, Illinois. In nearly all these places I held a series of evangelistic services, and visited them
repeatedly. In several instances we saw most happy results—what we had reason to believe were genuine
conversions, while she people of God seemed to be built up in the faith of the gospel, Upon several
occasions I delivered a series of lectures upon the evidences of Christianity.
I wish, also, to acknowledge she generous courtesy extended toward me as she representative of she
Reformed Episcopal Church by she Evangelical clergy of Detroit, and she liberal and prayerful help given
by many of she large-hearted members oftheir congregations, in aid ofour cause in that city; the pecuniary
aid amominsing to several hundred dollars,
I was honored with an appointment on she Committee of Arrangements, mr a minion effoms in Detroit,
under site evangelistic labors of the Rev, Mr. Pentecost; and found much pleasure in this united effort.
In concluding my report I may say that there are several places within my Jurisdiction
at which churches could be established, if sufficient pecuniary help could be given for a year
or two, The peculiarly engrossing nature of my parochial duties prevents that Episcopal
attention which I desire to give the parishes and prospective points of interest within my
Jurisdiction. It has been necessary to labor assiduously within my parish bounds in order
to achieve even a measurable degree of success.
My record shows over twelve hundred parochial visits, made within the past two years.
With the exception of two or three services, one of which I lost through sickness, I have
preached in my own pulpit when not absent on Episcopal dssty.
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It is but justice, however, to say that every parish has received that Episcopal supervision
which parishes in the Protestant Episcopal Church receive from bishops who are not
rectors of parishes. Our plain duty, as a church, is to take proper financial care of the
parishes already established, and yet to devise measures for the extension of our cause. I
conceive this to be the supreme work of this General Council. We are called, of God, so
go forward in the glorious work He has committed to osur hands. I believe that an earnest
spirituality largely prevades our congregations, and an earnest purpose is among them to
carry on the Redeemer’s Kingdom. We have, as a church, been passing through some
tribulations; but whom the Lord loveth He chastenesh. With an unfailing confidence in
His love and gracious purposes to us as a church, let us double our diligence to do the
great work set before us.
SAMUEL FALLOWS.

Bishop P.

F. Stevens then presented and read his Report for

the past two years, as follows
REPORT OF BISHOP STEVENS.
[Special Jurisdiction of the South, from May 1st, 1879, to February 5th, 1881.]
To Ike Eigh/h General Council of/he Reformed Episcopal Church:—
DEAR BRETHREN—By the General Council held in Chicago, May, 5879, I was elected
Missionary Bishop. For this and all other marks of your kindness towards me, please
accept my moss grateful thanks. On the 22d of June following, in the Second Reformed
Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, I was consecrated to my high office by our Presiding
Bishop, W. R. Nicholson, assisted by Bishop Fallows and others, Assigned to the Special
Jurisdiction of the South, I have endeavored, by God’s grace, to discharge my duties to
the best of my ability.
‘
I have preached, lectured, and asssisted as services 247 times. Baptized 17 adults and
13 children, Administered the Communion 57 times. Married 3 couples.
Burial service
2 times. Confirmed 120. Ordained 2 presbyters and 6 deacons, as follows: February 8th,
i88o, C. J. Brosughton, James Ball, 5, Gladden, Deacons; January 2d, i88t, R. J. Sanders,
S. B. Mitchell, W. A. Hollon, Deacons; February
3d, s88s, Rev. Stephen Bash, and Rev.
C. J. Petligrew, Presbyters. Traveled 5,922 miles.
I have conducted the exercises of the Bishop Cummins Training School, ten months in
each year. In 1879 the students were Messrs. Bash, Pettigrew, Ball, Broughton and
Gladden; in i88o, Messrs. Bash, Pettigrew, Bonyparte, and Martin. I met Messrs. Sanders,
Mitchell and Hollon, once a week at night.
I regret to afate that Rev. W. A. FIollon, shortly after his ordination, finding that the
work assigned him would not support him so as to allow of his giving his whole time so
the ministry, withdrew from this elsureb; and, at his own request, was granted a letter of
dismission. Also, that Mr. P. H. Martin, student, has been obliged, by the state of his
health, to withdraw temporarily from the school. I trust he may be able to resume his
studies in the fall, as he is a young man of earnest Christian spirit. I hope to continue the
school with Messrs. Bonyparte and Martin, students for the Diaconate; Messrs. Ball and
Sanders, students for the Preshyterate, and E. A. Forrest, Jr., preparing to enter college,
with a view to she ministry ofthis church. Besides these, we have one candidate for Orders,
Mr. P. C. Lawrence.
The condition of the Jurisdiction is as follows:
bishop; ~ presbyters; 5 deacons;
3 students;
candidate for orders; 17 lay preachers; 18 congregations; 6 missions;
22 church buildings; 1,363 members; 33 teachers fo Sunday-schools; 5t8 scholars. Church
collections, $3,860.62; property, $8,020, Debts on she same, $2,004 48; the most of which
is due on two buildings—Holy Trinity, Charleston, $6oo, and Beaufort, $t,ooo.
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The following sums of money have passed through my hands for the work, since May
1st, 1879:—
Balance in hand for school, as per last report
$~1 30
Received from Treasury of General Council for myself and Training School, to
May 1st, iMi,
3,649 00
Received from Church of the Redeemer, Philadelphia, for Mr. Bash,
100 00
•‘ Mrs. Crawford, Philadelphia, for students,
100 00
Second Reformed Episcopal Church, Philadelphia
50 00
Bishop Nicholson, for my ex
1)enses traveling to my consecration,
54 07
“
Collection at consecration of bishops,
84 57
Rev. Mr. Reid, Brooklyn,
.. .
9 00
“
‘
Bishop Cheney (for Holy Trinity)
so 00
York, Pennsylvania,
5 00
Rev. Mason Gallagher,
20 00
Rev. Samuel Cutler, Boston (for Holy Trinity)
50 00
Mr. Robert Gourdin, Charleston, (for Holy Trinity,)
25 00
Ladies’ Missionary Society, First Ref. Episcopal Church, N. V.
io 00
“
Various sources in small amounts, (for Holy Trinity,)
23 00
Chcirches of the Jurisdiction,
277 68
Lectures, (for Holy Trinity and other churches,)
i68 89
“
Sale of books, &c.,. .....
87 03
Mr. E. T. Turner, Ithaca, New York,
20 00
Miss B., Philadelphia,
for orphanage,
100 00
“
Two ladies, 2nd Ref. Episcopal Clsurch Phila•1
3000
Rev. C. H. Tucker,
)
6 00
4920.54
EXPENDITURES.

Training School, support of students. &c,, to May 1st, i88o,
Purchase of prayer books, printing catechisms, &c.
Holy Trinity and other churches,
Churches where lectures were delivered,
Mission work (traveling of students and ministeis, &c.) .
Funds for widows and orphans ofclergy
General Missionary Fund
Sundries, (printing, freights, fuel, &c.)
My traveling expenses
Discounts on drafts,
Balance on hand for school,
Balance on hand for orphanage,

$~~3 79
129 97
305 6i
37 05
103 76
10 67
204 66
56 95
183 s8
5 43
256 13
195 00
$2,432.20

My personal use for two years

$2,488.34

Owing to the absence of Mr. Martin from the school, the balance in hand for the school
is somewhat larger than it would otherwise have been. But the large amount of that
balance, as well as the large amount for my personal suse, is owing to tile unexpected kindness of she General Committee in increasing the appropriation for the work of the past
year As iso directions were given concerning the disposition of this increase, I took the
liberty of dividing it between myself and the work under my charge, in the same ratio as I
had divided the previous appropriations. With the exception of the $54.07, given especially for my traveling expenses, and some $25 ofthe amount received from my Jurisdiction,
also given for that purpose, the amount applied to my personal use has been taken only
from the appropriation made by the General Committee. Two sums sent me by friends,
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for my own use, do not, of course, appear in this report. Should the General Committee
think it right to continue an appropriation tor this work, I would be very glad if they would
state, specifically, what part may be for my use, and what shall be for the work.
I have received from New York, Philadelphia and Brooklyn, valuable contributions of
clothing and Sunday-school presents, which have been distributed among the clergy, the
students of the Training School, and the children of the Sunday-school of the Holy
Trinity Church, Charleston.
The Jurisdiction has begun the accumulation ofa fund for the support of the Episcopate.
The beginning is very small, hut in the course of time it will, we trust, relieve the General
Committee of a part, at least, of the support they have so generously and kindly given to
this work.
Rev. F. C. Ferguson reports 228 services; 83 baptisms; 29 marriages; 7 funerals;
126 visited sick; a6 Communions. Traveled 4,362 miles.
Rev. L. A. Dawson reports 248 services; 96 baptisms; 13 marriages; 15 funerals;
98 visited sick; 30 Communions. Traveled 4,456 miles.
Rev. E, A. Forrest reports 286 services; 86 baptisms; 6 marriages; 30 funerals; 47~
visited sick; 34 Communions. Traveled 1,540 miles.
Rev. C. J. Pettigrew repOrts 136 services; 14 baptisms; 4 marriages; ii funerals.
Traveled 1,339 miles.
Rev. S. Bash reports 135 services; 33 baptisms; 6 marriages; 7 funerals. Traveled
Ino miles.
Rev. C. J. Broughton reports 68 services; 17 baptisms; 2 marriages; 6 funerals; 14
visited sick. Traveled 940 miles.
Rev. S. Gladden reports 46 services; 7 baptisms; 5 marriages; 3 funerals. Traveled
722 miles.
Rev. James Ball reports 76 services; 6o prayer meetings; 37 baptisms; 13 marriages;
visited sick and others 267 times.
Rev. Messrs. Saunders and Mitchell, bus recently ordained, make no report.
The work being more systematically arranged under an increased number of ministers,
I look for considerable improvement during the current year.
Grateful to God for his manifest blessing upon the work under my charge, and with
sincere thanks for your great and continued kindness, I remain
Your brother and servant in Christ,
P. F. STEVENS,
Missionary Bishop.

Bishop Edward Wilson, B. D., presented his Report from the
time of his consecration to the present, as follows:
BISHOP WILSON’S REPORT.
To the Eighth General Council of/he Reformed Episcopal Church:—
DEAR BRETHREN—In submitting a report of my labors as Bishop of the First Synod in the
Dominion of Canada, of the Reformed Episcopal Church, its accordance with the requirements of Title I, Canon 8, Section ix, permit me to say that, as the election by the Synod
only took place on the 27th of May, s88o, and my consecration on the 1st of July following,
he review of work done cannot be other than brief, especially as the duties of the parish in
Ottawa required early attention.
The peculiar and afflictive circumstances through which our church has been called to
pass, in Canada, has arrested the previous signs of hopeful progress so a ver)’ considerable
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extent. Added to this the intelligent sympathy that was watching our movement, and
causing in the minds of many a strong disposition to unite with us, has been temporarily
withdrawn. I say temporarily, because there are evidences of a resuscitation—here and
there encouraging, to the pains-taking efforts put forth by my dear brethren in their several
parishes. Outside of these, and in addition to them, are the applications for information,
respecting our principles and the organization of Parishes; and could aggressive measures
he instituted judiciously, they would amply repay, in a pleasing addition to the nomber of
Parishes.
On the 8th of July I went from New Jersey to Hamilton, on Lake Ontario, and was
warmly received by my host, of a previous visit, George J. Williams, Esq. The Sunday
following, assisted in the services by the Rev. J. B. Fitzpatrick, the rector, and Rev. W.
Hartley, a deacon, I preached twice. In the evening eighteen were presented by the rector
for confirmation—a pleasing evidence of his earnest labors during the preceding twelve
months.
July 12th, I met all the members of the Standing Committee I cossid get together to
discuss a pressing application. On Tuesday evening attended a pleasant social, a welcome
to their new bishop; and on Wednesday evening preached again. Thursday went over to
Toronto to talk with Rev. J. W. Treen, another ofour deacons, about an experiment at the
East End, which was deemed unadvisable and inexpedient. Returned to Hamilton and
organized a Ladies’ Parochial Missionary Association.
July zSth, was cordially welcomed at St. Thomas, by his Honor Judge D. J. Hughes.
Stinday, preached three times, with a happy sense of God’s presence. A garden party at
Judge Hughes, on Monday evening, was not only an opportunity for conversation with
menibers of the congregation and enjoying the hospitalilses of Maplehurst, but also of
forming there a Ladies’ Parochial Missionary Association. The day was closed by a
meeting in the church, when Bishop Carmen and clergymen from other churches were
present at the delivery of an address of welcome. The speeches of the brethren from sister
Churches were cordial and effective. This parish needs, and deserves, special aid to enable
it so hold its own, until, by increase of numbers, it shall he able to sustain itself.
On July 22d, arrived in Toronto, and attended a reception, in the evening, at Christ
Church, she Rev. R. A. Bilkey presiding; it was a very pleasant evening. Formed a Ladies’
Parochial Association.
July 2
3d, went over to Barrie, by invitation ofthe rector, and called with him on several
of the congregation; and sincerely hope they tnay see their way clear to join the Synod.
Returned to Toronto that evening.
July 25th, preached at the hail occupied by Rev. J. W. Treen, in the morning, and at
Christ Church in the evening; also addressed the Sunday-school.
[he earnest and loyal
struggle the Rector and friends in this parish have made can only be fully known to themselves; but the Parish deserves and needs the cordial support and earnest prayers of she
Church at large.
July 26th, left for Ottawa, en route to the Maritime Provinces. Visited many of the
friends, and baptized a little son of their very much loved pastor, the Rev. George W.
Huntington. A telegram hurried me away very unceremoniously, its order to reach Dighy,
Nova Scotia, for Sunday. The charming scenery of the St. Lawrence, and the Provinces
of Quebec and New Brunswick, en route to St. John, amply compensated for the tedious
length ofthe journey.
July 3oth, crossed the Bay of Fundy to Dighy. N. S. Found the church had been
closed ever since, she departure of Mr. Lavelle. Set to work to re-organize; visited
incessantly; and re-opened the church, Sunday, August 1st. The congregations and collections were excellent. Read service and preached the Wednesday evening following,
when a large gathering testified to the returning interest in our work there. The succession
of disasters to which this parish has been subjected has strained the forbearance and the
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energies of those loyal to our Church to the very utmost. But for the hearty co-operation
of two or three families, and the most generous contributions of ladies of Philadelphia and
Halifax, it must have collapsed to the pressure brought to bear against it.
Sunday. August 8th, preached twice—the congregation very good. August zoth, lectured; subject, “Some Women of the Reformation.” August zish, conducted services and
preached. August zath, left for St. John, after having made arrangements for a supply
until the arrival of Mr. C. Graham Adams, whom I had selected by their desire for the
pastorate, and expected soon to ordain.
On arrival at St. John I was warmly greeted by that staunch member of our Church,
Henry Jack, Esq. August 15th, took the services and preached twice; addressing the
Sunday-school in the afternoon, the Rev. Burnthorn Musgrave kindly supplying Digby.
August i
7th, held service and preached at Grand Falls, by previous announcement.
August ipth, preached at St. John in the evening, devoting the remainder of the week
to visitation.
August 22d, preached twice at St. John, Mr. Musgrave still supplying Digby.
August a3d, formed a Ladies’ Missionary Association.
August 245h, lectiired being anniversary of massacre of St. ~artholomew—a
large and
enthusiastic audience.
August 25th, left for Sussex, New Brunswick, a rural district parish; Rev. Thomas L.
Evans, a deacon, in charge.
August 26th, visited Plum-we-seep, where the indefatigable efforts of Mr. Evans and
others, in a wretchedly poor outlying district, have been successful in the erection of a little
mission church. To those acquainted with the particulars, it is a result as gratifying to the
pastor as it is to the dear people, for whose special benefit it was erecseo.
August 2pth, Mr. Evans having gone to supply at Digby, I took the three services—
preaching twice at Sussex, and addressing the Sunday-school. In the evening two candidates were admitted to the visible Church by confirmation, on confession of their faith in
Christ. In the afternoon, drove over to, and preached at Plum-we-seep. The earnest
throng gathered there, inside and outside, was very stimulating and gratifying. Through
the generous kindness of a lady at Philadelphia, the presiding bishop forwarded to me $5o
towards the completion of this place of worship. The parish was well visited during my
stay, and she welcome amongst the people very hearty.
September 4th, arrived at Moncton; found the Rev. J. Easthurn Brown—as ever—in
labors “more abundant” in the outlying districts as well as the town.
September ~th, preached morning and evening. Seven, in the evening, were presented
by the Rector for confirmation. Addressed toe Sunday-school and attended the Sunday
Evening Prayer Meeting, regularly kept up by the pastor.
Monday, September 6th, was taken out ii miles to Bateman’s Settlement, and preached;
after which a most interesting class of five adults—about the middle age of life—were presented by Mr. Brown for confirmation. The crowded, yet attentive, audience, the backwood’s character of the neighborhood, she place of worship— a school-house—and she
deep solemnity of feeling on she part of those seeking admission to she visible Church, made
it an occasion not easily forgotten. Fortnightly does our dear Brother Brown take this
journey, lovingly welcomed by a deeply interested congregation.
September 8th, Mr. C. Graham Adams, after a successful examination, was ordained to
the diaconate, for the vacancy at Dighy. The Rev. B. Musgrave preached an earnest
effective discourse on the occasion, at St. Paul’s Church, Moncton.
September pth, left for Chatham. Attended a meeting in the evening at the church.
September 12th, morning and afternoon, preached at Chatham, and in the evening at
Blackbrook. A class of five was pi7esented by the Rector, in the afternoon, for confirmation.
The earnest work of Brother Howell was very apparent and warmly spoken of by Mr.
Letson and the congregation.
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3th, attended an important financial meeting and spoke for nearly an hour.
September z4th, left for Ottawa, where I arrived on the 17th, and entered upon my
duties in charge of the parish. Found that the Rev. Mason Gallagher had beest doing
good work in it since the departure of the Rev. G. XV. Huntington, to which very many
bore appreciative and cordial testimony. He kindly assisted me during Sunday, 19th.
September 20th, received a telegram from Hamilton, ~vhich, in connection with previous
letters, led me to conclude that is was a matter of necessity—my starting for that place and
taking the pulpit the following Sunday, to try and terminate a difficulty which had arisen
at the departure of the Rev. J. B. Fitzpatrick from the Parish, and was threatening to
become an unpleasant culmination through the agitation of certain individuals.
September 23d, left for Toronto. Met Rev. R. A. Bilkey and Mr. Matthews, and conferred with them about Hamilton. Saw letters which strengthened my conviction of the
propriety of the sense of duty that led me to leave my Parish, though I had only been there
one Sunday, in order so supply Hamilton personally.
September 25th, arrived at Hamilton; busily engaged conferring with the friends, as
well as in visiting others whose minds had been prejudiced.
September 26th, a wet day; took both services. Addressing she congregation as the
close of she one, in the evening, on the subject of the then existing difficulties.
September 27th, spent the day in visitation; meeting a number of the vestry at the house
of Mr. McKeand in the evening.
September 28th, left for Ottawa. where I bad a service in my own Church. The gathering was a very large one, despite a meeting held under auspices adverse to the interests
of my parish in the Congregational Church, for their having she use of which the pastor
offered explanations subsequently, showing that it was obtained surreptitiously.
November z8th. To this period my time was fully occupied by the parochial work,
as well as very extensive correspondence on synodical matters. In Ottawa, God had so
blessed the efforts put forth that the money to defray the erection of a school-room was
subscribed and the work commenced, despite the inclemency of she weather. Learning
that Hamilton was suffering throu~h an arrangement with a Mr. Green, who had gone
there without coming to see me, as requested, I went there on the z9th ofNoveiriber, seeing
Mr. Bilkey at Toronto, en route.
November 20th, arrived at Hamilton; was met by Mr. Green, and after conversation
with him, Mr. F. M. Wilson and Mr. Williams, the resignation of Mr. Green was tendered
and accepted. Met the vestry its the evening, when the whole matter was discussed, and I
learned that some of the vestry, as well as myself, had been victimized pecuniarily. Judge
Hughes being in the city was present at the meeting, and aided us by his counsel.
November 21st, a piercingly cold day—she rushing in of winter. Preached twice. Addressing the congregation, in the evening, on subject of Mr. Green’s departure; attendance
sparse, the cold was so bitterly intense.
November 22d. left early for United ~tates on business, as well as to see one of our
brethren whose name had been submitted so the vestry as Hamilton.
November 2qth, visited the Presiding Bishop at Philadelphia.
December 2d, returned to Ottawa.
December a3d, a commodious lecture-room, the love of my people had so generously
given, was opened. It was pleasant to see their gratification; and earnest were the prayers
that God would make it a blessing, whenever His people met there.
On the ioth of March the interests of the work called for a visit to St. John, New Brunswick. On the way there I was detained a; hours in one spot, on the Inter-Colonial R. R.,
by a “Blizzard,” i. e., a hurricane of snow and wind, fortunately without intense cold.
The result was I did not arrive at St. John until Scinday afternoon, instead of the Saturday
morning previous; was met by Mr. Jack and others, and preached in the evening.
March z4th, the Parish was suffering from local and internal difficulties through various
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causes, not necessary for me to enter upon in this report. Set to work to endeavor to
retrieve matters; visited extensively; and sought to conciliate and allay ruffled feelings.
March s
5th, lectured in the evening.
March i6th, visited in Carleton through day; and then held service and preached in
St. John in the evening.
March i8th, Lenten Service and address at 4 P. M, with visitation in parish.
March aoth, preached twice, and administered Holy Communion at the morning service.
Bible class and Sunday-school address in afternoon. The ressilt of all this has been beneficial; whilst the concurrent visit of the Rev. Mason Gallagher, who gave them two Sundays,
followed by a further engagement on the part of Rev. Dr. Cooper, will, I trust, remove
altogether the unpleasantness of she past, and restore the hearty unanimity which existed
there formerly.
March 21st, left for Moncton and lectured there in the evening.
March 24th, At Montreal; on niy return, I baptized the child of an old parishioner, Mr.
Kneen. Arrived at Ottawa in time for Friday afternoon Lenten Service.
Sunday, May i5th, a class of ten, at Ottawa, made public avowal of their faith in the
Lord Jesus and were confirmed. Care was taken to explain to the large audience piesent,
the true significance of this rite. Only three of those confirmed were members of our Sssndayschool.
A review of the work done, and the supervision called for during the past ten months,
justifies the assertion that the parishes are coming out of the recent trial of their faith and
patience more intensely loyal to our principles than ever. The sturdy Protestantisin which
brought so many to the Reformed Episcopal Church, is being mellowed and ripened under
the benign influences of a faithfully preached gospel.
My dear brethren the clergy, with scanty remuneration when compared with the churches
on this side ofthe frontier, are doing a grand work for Christ. The generous aid sent to
parishes, here and there, from the noble donors of the Second Reformed Church of Philadelphia, Halifax, and the Ladies’ Missionary Society ofthe First Reformed Episcopal Church,
New York, as well as from otsr esteemed friend, Colonel Aycrigg, are gratefully appreciated
in the Dominion as well by the Parishes as the Bishop of the Synod.
The valued and important assistance rendered by the grant from the General Committee
enabled me to labor and travel, without charge ofany kind, to my own or any other parish
during those three months occupied by the first visitation; and thankfully does the Synod
of Canada acknowledge the boon.
It is desirable, if consistent with the claims of the Church at large, that further and continued provision be made to overtake the visitation of outlying districts applying for it,
as well as to supply the pulpit of Emmanuel Church, Ottawa, during these temporary
absences. This leads me to acknowledge the kind service given to she parish grafuitozisly
by the Rev. James Johnson, a deacon of our Church and resident at the capitol. With
valued ability and great cordiality he has invariably responded in every emergency that
has arisen; and supplied the pulpit in addition to a Sunday afternoon service at the Mission
Hall.
The hope is cherished that the past unseemliness of division, which has impaired and
impeded the work ofGod in our midst, as well as harassed and hampered the woskers, may
cease. We do not seek the suppression or dissembling of personal conviction, or the abdication of individuality, or abandonment of Christian liberty and independence of thought—
far from it l But we do seek such a baptism into Christ as shall confer as blessed a forgetfulness as it will a blessed joyfulness, and promote “unity, peaceand concord,’ in the future.
My Synod craves, at the hands ofthe brethren of the General Council, increasing prayer
on their behalf. Prevented by peculiar circutnstances from meeting previously, mainly
through a desire to be present by its delegates at this Council, and the inability to spare the
time for both, or to bear the expense of the lengthened travel required, they look forward
to a meeting in the early fall,
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The suggestion, in the New Year’s address, to devote one half hour to prayer for the
parish as well as in behalf of the Synod, is happily becoming recognized as a valuable help.
The request that a Lenten offering he set apart by every family in each parish for the
Synodical Mission Fund will, isis hoped, enable the Synod to aid struggling parishes as well
as to enter upon new fields. At she present, however, it is the day of very small things;
another year better results are looked for.
Wejoin with our brethren in praying for stich a revival in our beloved Church, at this
Council, that the return to labor shall be characterized by refreshings from on high, marking the favor as they do the presence ot the Lord.
EDWARD WsLsoN.

The Report of Bishop Edward Gridge, B. A., for the past two
years, was then presented and read by the Secretary, as follows:
To the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church
DEAR BRETHREN—Beyond the information contained in my parochial report there is
little to add concerning Episcopal or missionary work. The schools are fairly flourishing;
the grammar school, under Rev. J. B. Chantrell, fully holding its own. Weheld periodical
services at Sooke, twenty-six miles distant fiom Victoria, until winter. We still continue on
the best ofterms with Evangelical Churches of all names.
Though the statistics, in some respects, are not so large as heretofore, I do not think
there is any declension in the real strength and vigor of our movement. Praying God’s
blessing on your deliberations, I am your faithful brother and servant in Christ,
EDWARD CRtDGE.

Victoria, B. C., May 59, itls.

A communication from Bishop John Sugden, B. A., Concerning
the condition of this church in Great Britain at the present time,

was presented and read by the

Secretary,

as

follows:

BISHOP SUGDEN’S REPORT.
To the Presiding Bishop, W. R. Nicholson, D. D., Reformed Episcopal Church
Mv DEAR BROTHER—It is at once a duty and a pleasure to render through you to the
General Council a brief report of the Jurisdiction entrusted to me in Great Britain.
I regret that I am unable to bring my Report in person, and to supplement it by the
minute details and explanations of a viva voce statement.
It will occasion no surprise to those who have closely watched the course of events here,
in England, to be honestly told that our progress during the past year has not been very
marked. Our strength and our wisdom, in matters simply ecclesiastical, have been so sit
still. This, however, has not prevented us from giving ourselves with ardor and earnestness
to the ministry of the everlasting Gospel, and the advocacy of our distinctive principles,
nor from entering upon new ground, as the way has been opened before us by God.
It may be well to indicate the relations we sustain to the bodies with which we have
been closely allied in past times.
First—THE FREE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
It will be familiar to the General Council that several of our ministers, myself among
time number, have held charges which belong to the Countess of Huntingdon’s Connection
or to the Free Church of England. Some of these, as, for example my own at Teddington,
had been originated and built up under our observation, and by she Lord’s blessing on our
personal toil. The action of Bishop Gregg, and the consequent modification of the terms
and conditions of federal union, have led to the loss of cordial relations with the Free
Church of England. I need not say that this is much to be deplored, i~masmuch as the Free
Church of England has adopted the declaration of principles, anQ,has also closely followed
the Canons of the Reformed Episcopal Church.
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It has ever been my desire and effort to carry out, in an honorable spirit, the catholic
psinciples of our brotherly union, and seeing that we cannot be organically one body, to
endeavor, nevertheless, to secure a co-operation as close and cordial as possible, our doctrines, principles and aims being the same.
I have the strongest conviction that comparatively little will be achieved in this country
by any one or all the Reformed and Free Church bodies until they understand one another
more fully, and are prepared to throw away~petty personal jealousies, and to work in harmony, keeping the unity ofthe spirit in the bond of peace. In this spirit I deemed it at
once an obligation and a pleasur~, when invited, to take part in the solemn consecration of
Bishop F. Newman, of the Free Church of England, to the Episcopal office in that church,
and the service took place, with my ready consent, in Christ Church, Teddington. On
every other occasion, and in every way, I have endeavored to render such brotherly service
as lay in mypower. My connection, however, with the Reformed Episcopal Church, by
preference and my position as one of its bishops, has caused my tenure of she pastorate
over a Free Church of England, though amply justified by the terms of the Federal Union,
to be recently something ofan offence. I have, therefore, on this and on other important
grounds, felt it my duty, with great regret, to sever my connection with my beloved flock
at Teddington, a flock which has grown up under my charge, and which has had the best
energies of my life for i6 years. The valuable material property was assigned to the Free
Church of England, by deed, in 5870, the church itself having been constituted on a Free
and Reformed Episcopal basis, in 1864. Had the congregation been conversant with the
Reformed Episcopal Church at its inception, I have no hesitation in saying that it would
have been the first to join it. I regret that I do not, as yet, see much prospect of any
close and cordial co-operation between the Free Church of England and the Reformed
Episcopal Church. I repeat my conviction, however, that the interests of both will be best
secured by friendly association, and the fault will not be ours if it be not secured.
Second—THE REFORMED CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
In reference to the Retormed Church of England, the small body which Bishop Gregg
created on his secession from the Reformed Episcopal Church, I have little to add to the
facts with which the members ofthe General Council are familiar. In conformity with the
suggestion and advice of the Standing Committee, overtures were made for reunion, in
allegiance to the Reformed Episcopal Church, and on the understanding that the integrity
of its constitution should be maintained. Those overtures were declined. Since that time
Bishop Toke has severed his connection with she body, and many of the clergy have followed, till the merest fragment remains. Bishop Gregg still holds the pastorate ofthe
church at Southend—a church legally belonging to the Reformed Episcopal Church, and
by its Trust Deed held under American Canons. These several schisms and disputes have
been a serious injury to our Reformed Episcopal Church movement, which gave great
promise and awakened wide-spread interest in the Church ofEngland. Surely it is not too
much to expect from the followers of the meek and lowly Saviour the manifestation of a
spirit of forgiveness, magnanimity and love, which would at once terminate these disputes.
I regret that I see no sign of rapprochement, nor even of those great searchings of heart
which our divisions should awaken.
In our own branch of the Church of Christ—the Reformed Episcopal Church—there are
three Bishops, Ssigden, Richardson and Bower. By the arrangement of the Synod the
country has been divided into two Jurisdictions; the one embracing the counties north of
the Severn and the Thames, and the other the counties south ofthose rivers. The sosithern
district falls to me, and the northern to Bishop Richardson. Bishop Bower has, at present,
no Jurisdiction.
I deeply regret that it has not been possible to obtain the statistical returns ofour
churches, after the model of your schedule recently seiit to us. The Revs. H. Day, Gillibrand, Guntrip, Johnson, Lefeaux, Simma and Stevens have been made presbyters. Con-
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firmations have been held at Yeovil, Teddington, Margate. New churches have been
erected at Yeovil, Barostaple and Peterborough. A church building, recently used by
another body, has been occupied at Margate, and a public ball has been utilized for divine
service at Islington. A new and commodious parsonage has been erected at Littlehampton,
Sussex. In spite of the discouragements arising out of our recent discords, there is something to encourage us, and I have no doubt that, by patient continuance in well doing, we
shall not only put to silence the ignorance of foolish men, but also recover the ground we
have lost. Never wss the advocacy of the principles of the Reformed Episcopal Church
more needed. Never was there a greater need to have churches planted in Ritualistic parishes. The ardor with which the prevailing Neo-Romanism was first met is now, I fear,
fast dying out, and a spirit of compromise and concession is prevalent. The Sacerdotalists,
the Evangelicals and the Latitudinarians of the State Church are seeking a modus vivend,,
and the truth and simplicity of the gospel are sacrificed. The church and the sacraments
are gradually, in many parishes, usurping the place of Christ and the Word oftruth. Even
in Evangelical Churches the black academic gown is fast yielding to the surplice, and the
people are betrayed by the fascinations of a merely ~asshetic and unspiritual service. Still,
however, there are many good men and true, who are determined not to make any sinful
compromises, and who take their stand on the Bible, and vindicate the Scriptural and
Protestant character of the church of the Reformation, and who faithfully and fully declare
the salvation by faith in Christ. With such we make common cause, and even if the work
of the Reformed Episcopal Church, in this country, should prove but an interim work, a
course of testimony, it will still issue in the purification of the church of our fathers, and in
she furtherance of the gospel. In this assurance we labor and rejoice, waiting for the
coming of our Lord.
In conclusion I would express my hearty and affectionate greeting to yost and so all the
brethren in General Council. May the Divine blessing, in all its ftsllness, rest upon you!
May your deliberations be guided by Divine wisdom, and your hearts overflow with a sense
ofDivine love! May every church, family, and individual, be a habitation of God, through
the Holy Spirit, and thus may the year on which we are entering be to us all a year of
great spiritual prosperity! I remain, my dear Bishop, yours most faithftslly,
JOHN SUGDEN,
Bishop of the Reformed Episcopal Charch.
Eastboaree, Sassex, /1=/ny,ilti.

P. S—I have removed to Eastbourne, Sussex, and am associated in the work of God
with my honored friend, the Rev. H. Paddon, M. A., Oxon., in Emmanuel Church. I
shall be glad if the General Council will relieve me from the office of Presiding Bishop in
Great Britain, and appoint one ofmy dear brethren to the office.

On motion of Rev. M. B. Smith, it was
Ordered, That everything in the Bishops’ Reports, relating to financial matters, be
referred to the General Committee.

On motion of Rev. Mr. Redles it was
Ordered, That the Reports ofthe Bishops and of the Standing Committees of the several
Jurisdictions, be referred also to the Committee on the State of the Church.

Rev. Chas. H. Tucker offered the following resolutions, which
were referred to the Committee on Doctrine and XVorship
Resolved, That the phraseology of our Psalter be conformed to that ofthe Scripture.
Resolved, That the Special Services, permitted for use by the General Council, be incorpointed in our Prayer Book.
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The Report of the General Committee was presented and read
by the Secretary, as follows
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE
REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
To the Eighth General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church
The General Committee has held three meetings, at the call of the Presiding Bishop,
since the last General Council, as follows:
THE FIRST MEETING

was held in Philadelphia, June a

3d, 1879, lO the chapel of the Second Reformed Episcopal
Church—zo clerical and 5 lay members being present, Bishop Nicholson presiding—to
consider a letter received by the Presiding Bishop from she Rev. B. B. Usher, M. D., of
Montreal, withdrawing from this Church. After reading the letter, and due deliberation
thereon, Bishops Fallows and Nicholson were requested to visit the churches in Canada,
and to take such steps towards organizing a Synod and the election of a Bishop thereof, as
theirjudgment approved.
THE SECOND MEETING
was held in the same place, on October itt, 1879—8 clerical and 8 lay members being present, Bishop Nicholson in the chair, “to consider the interests of our Church in Canada,’
and to consult on other subjects.
The Presiding Bishop reported his action in calling a Conventina of the Canadian parishes of the Reformed Episcopal Chssrch, which met at Ottawa, July 30th, 1879, at which
resolutions were adopted
a. Looking towards the formation ofa Synod in Canada and she Maritime Provinces,
a. Requesting that steps be taken to have a Bishop elected or assigned to she care of said Synod, and
Expressing the satisfaction of said parishes to remain under the presidency of our own Presiding
Bishop, and deprecating any separation trom the Church as originally organized by: she late Bishop
Cummins.

The action of foe Presiding Bishop was formally approved by she Committee, as meeting,
in connection with the resolutions of the Convention, the present requirements of our
churches in Canada.
The Presiding Bishop further asked the advice of the Conamittee as to the course to be
pursued by him regarding the position and efforts of Bishop Gregg to alienate our American
and Canadian congregations to himself. A certified copy of the following resolutions,
adopted by Bishop Gregg’s Synod, July Itt and ad, 1879, was also presented, viz
(a) That she action ofthe General Council, in America, in confirming she alleged election of the Rex’.
A. S. Richardson, of Malvern, to be a bishop in she Refonned Episcopal Church, is, in the opinion of the
General Synod of she Reformed Episcopal Church in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
detrimental to the best interests of she Reformed Episcopal Church, both in this country and in America.
(b) That in view of she fact that no real or valid election of the said,Rev. A. 5. Richardson, by those
duly empowered to make the election, has taken place, the so-called confirmation of such election by the
General Council in America, and the subsequent consecration are respectively null and void, and have no
effect; and this Synod does nut recognize the sail Rev. A. 5. Richardson as a bishop of the Reformed
Episcopal Church.
(c) That she General Synod of the Reformed Episcopal Church, in the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, recognizes and reciprocates the Christian feelings and sentiments expressed in she
resolutions passed by the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church in America, at its session
held at Chicago, on she 25th of May last and following days, and, with the Council regrets the fact of the
unhappy division in she church, in the United Kingdom. This Synod especially deplores the fact that
the General Council should, by its action in reference to the Rev. A. 5’ Richardson, have created an
s,snexpected and insurmountable obstacle to the carrying into effect of its own recommendation for a compromise between she two branches of she Reformed Episcopal Church in thiscountry.
(d) That this Synod, having considered the statements which have been laid before it, with reference
to she causes which led to the unhappy division in she Retormed Episcopal Church in this country, and
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the results which have followed, records its opinion that she course pursued by she Right Rev. Bishop
Gregg, D. D., was justified by the necessities of the case, and was in all things consistent with his
Christian character and his position as Primate ofshe Reformed Episcopal Church in thiscountry.
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a series of resolutions (a b c d) unanimously passed by she General Synod of she Reformed Episcopal Church, in she United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, at the meeting aforesaid (sat and sd days ofJuly, 2179).

(Signed by)
(Dated) Soushend, Essex, July, 1879.

B. HORACE WARD,
Secretary of General Synod ofsaid Church.

Information was also laid before she Committee that Bishop Gregg had offered his
official services to the Canadian congregations in our Church after his then soon-expected
arrival.
After full consideration, a special sub-Committee was appointed “to correspond with
absent members of the Committee, and toascertain what, in their judgment, may be the best
plan for the settlement of Bishop Gregg’s relation to the Reformed Episcopal Church,” and
measures were taken to call tile General Council together upon the matter, should it be
found desirable.
Consideration was also given to the condition of our parishes in Rahway, N. J., Denver,
Col., Boulder, Col., Jacksonville, Fla., Dighy, N. S., and Montreal, Canada.
THE THIRD

MEETING

was held in the First Reformed Episcopal Church, in New York City, on May i

9th, i88o,
at which za clerical and 10 lay members were present, Bishop Nielsolson presiding.
The appropriations for the year next ensuing were made by the Committee, under the
authority of the last General Council (see 9th line, page~~ ofJournal, 7th General Council)
as follows:
Amounts to he received from the Powers estate
$4,000
Amounts to be received from Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund
340
$4,340

Which sum was appropriated as follows
Indebtedness of year then closing and unprovided for
To Mrs. Geo. D. Cummins
James L. Morgan, due him as late Treasurer
“ The Bishop of the Missionary Jurisdiction ofthe North-West
“
South
S5ecial Missionary Jurisdiction of the South

$468
8oo
1,500
524
524
524

The contributions from parishes and other sources to the Missionary Fund, during the
ensuing year were also apportioned as follows, so far as the amounts should be raised, payment to be made pro rata,’ viz:
To she Bishop of the Missionary Jurisdiction of the North-West
$500
0
“
South
1,500
“
Special Missionary Jurisdiction of the South
1,500
Evangelist at Detroit
500
Bishop in charge of the Missionary Jurisdiction of Canada, for use in Canada
~oo
$4,500

The special sub-Committee, appointed at the last previous meeting, to consult as to the
best plan for the settlement of Bishop Gregg’s relation so our church, reported, and the
following preambles and resolutions were adopted, viz:
Whereas, Bishop Gregg applied for letters dimissory, and said application was refused by the then
Presiding Bishop; and,
W/sercas, The last General Council approved such tefusal; and
Whereas, Such General Council asked Ilishop Gregg, with all our brethren in Great Britain, to meet
in General Synod and adjust their differences; and,
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Whereas, Such request has not been complied with; and,
Whereas, Bishop Gregg has practically withdrawn from our communion and established an indepen
dent church, with an altered Declaration of Principles, and which does not recognize she authority of this
Church, and has thus accomplished a practical secession from our communton;
Therefore, Resolved, That thisGeneral Committee advises and requests the Presiding Bishop and the
Secretary of she General Council so erase Bishop Gregg’s name from the roll of the clergy of this church.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to Bishop Gregg, and so the Presiding
Bishop of our Church in Great Britain.

The Committee adopted a
constitute a quorum.

5standsng rule that, in future, twelve of its members shall
All which is respectfully submitted,
WM. R. NICHOLSON, Chairman.
CHAs. D. KELLOGG, Secretary.

Philadelphia, May 20th, sIts.

On motion of the Rev. M. B. Smith, the Report was accepted
and approved by the Council, without dissent.
By general consent Bishop Fallows was substituted for Bishop
Cheney, as member and Chairman of the Special Committee, to
whom were referred the resolutions of the Rev. Dr.J. Howard Smith
in the matter of a trained and educated ministry. (See Minutes of
First Day, Afternoon Session.)
Rev. Mr. Bash presented and read the Report of the Standing
Committee of the Special Missionary Jurisdiction of the South, as

follows
REPORT OF

THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE SPECIAL MISSIONARY
JURISDICTION OF THE SOUTH.

To the Eighth General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church
The Standing Committee respectfully report that they met on Mortday, 24th ofJanuary,
i88i, at the call of the Bishop in Char1e~ton. They have given canonical consent to the
ordination of W. A. Hollon, S. B. Mitchell and R. J. Sanders to the Diaconate. They have
also recommended the Rev. Stephen Bash and Rev. C. J. Pettigrew, Deacons, to be admitted to the order of Presbyters. They have recosomended Mr. Peter C. Lawrence as a
candidate for the ministry, and Mr. E. A. Forrest, Jr., to be admitted as a student in the
Bishop Cummins Training School. They also report tisat Mr. J. B. Maxwell, having
failed to comply with the Canons of the Church, is no longer considered a candidate for
orders.
E. A. FORREST, Chairman.
Charleston, May, stIs.

The Report of the Standing Committee of the Central Missionary Jurisdiction was presented as follows
REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE

CENTRAL MISSIONARY
JURISDICTION OF THE REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

To the Eighth General Council:—
Since the last stated meeting of the General Council, the following action has been bad:
On March 12th, z88o, she Committee consented to the ordination of Rev. G. W. Huntington to the Presbyterate.
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On May 3d, i88o, the Committee consented to, and advised the admission of Mr. J.W.
Fairley as a candidate for the ministry.
On October srth, s88o, the Committee signed the testimonial, recommending Mr. J. W.
Fairley for ordination to the Diaconate.
On May 12th, s88s, the Committee consented to the reception of Mr. Johnson Hubbell,
formerly a lizentiate in the Presbyterian Church, as a Deacon in the Reformed Episcopal
Church. By order of the Committee,
SAMUEL ASHHURST, Secretary.
May s

4th, stti.

The Standing Committee of the Synod of Chicago, reported as

follows
REPORT

OF THE

STANDING

COMMITTEE

OF THE

SYNOD

OF CHICAGO.

To the Eighth General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Chzerc~
The Standing Committee of the Synod of Chicago gave their consent to the ordination
of Charles M. Gilbert to the office- of Deacon, on December 355t, 1879.
JOSEPH D. WiLsoN for the Committee.

The Standing Committees of the Synod of Canada, and of the
Missionary Jurisdiction of the North-West and West, announced
that they had no reports to make.
Bishop Fallows offered the following amendment to Article ~

of the Constitution
To amend, by striking out the word “orin the roth line nf the Article, and adding
after the word “city” the words” or other geographical designation or division.” So as
to read: “taking its name from a town, city or other geographical designation or division.”

And the same was referred to the Committee on Constitution and
Canons.
The Report of the Trustees of the Sustentation Fund was presented and read, and referred to an Auditing Committee, composed
of Messrs. John Erving and Herbert B. Turner. The Report is as
follows
REPORT

OF TRUSTEES OF THE SUSTENTATION
REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

FUND,

To the Eighth General (‘ouncil of the Reformed Episcopal e’/zzerch : —
The Trustees of the Sustentation Fund report that since their last statement, dated May
22d, 1879, they have received, on account ofthe “General Funds” of she Church, (including a balance of ten dollars then on hand,) the sum of $10,032.50. They have disbursed
the sum of $10,000.35; leaving a balance on hand of~
They also report that they hold, to the credit of this account, assignments of mechanics’
liens on the Bishop Cummins’ Memorial Church, at Baltimore, amounting to $a,ooo.
They further report that they have two Special Funds, the one entitled the “Widows’
and Orphans’ Fund,” and the other the “Missionary Fund.”
On account of the former they have received, since May 22d, 1879, (including a balance
of fourteen dollars and thirty cents, then on hand,) the sum of $570.87. They have disbursed or invested the same amount.
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They hold, as investments for this “Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund,” a bond and mortgage of Thomas F. Powers, for $2,000, and a deposit in the Seamens’ Savings Bank of
New York, (Book No. 184, 241.) of $806.13, making total present investment of $2,806.13.
They further report that, since May 22d, 1879, they have received $~86, and have
disbursed the same sum on account of she “Missionary Fund.”
The present investment to the credit of this Fund is $3000, on bond and mortgage of
Samuel W. Day.
The total invested property of the Church, under the care of your Trustees amounts to
7,806.13, of which 2,000 belongs to the General Fund, a,~o6.r3 to the “Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund,” and $3,000 to the” Missionary Fund”
All of which is respectfully submitted,
B. AYCRIGG,
ALBERT CRANE,
SAMUEL ASHH5JRST,
S. L. WOODFORD.
New York, May a

5th, sIli
New York, June 2pth, i88r.

We have examined the accounts of the Treasurer of the Sustentation Fund, and compared each entry with the vouchers, covering the period from September idIb, 1878, to
May 24th, 188r.
We take pleasure in certifying to their correctness, and to the concise and business like
manner in which the accounts and papers are kept.
HENRY WALKE
M. YOUNG,

J.

Examining Committee.

The Committee on Credentials presented the credentials of the
Deputy from St. James Church, Hamilton, Canada, with their

approval, and the name of the Deputy was placed upon the Roll.
On motion of the Rev. Marshall B. Smith it was
Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church append to their Report a
statistical table, not to he read in the Council, but to be printed with the Report in the
Journal.

The Council thereupon took a recess until
by Rev. J. S. Harrison, M. D.

2

o’clock P. M., after

prayer

AFTERNOON

SESSION.

The Council reassembled at 2 o’clock, and was called to order
by the Presiding Bishop, prayer being offered by Bishop Stevens.
The Credentials of a Deputy from Grace Church, Denver, Colorado, were presented, but it appearing that the parish had not been
admttted to union with the Council, the same were referred to the
Executive Committee.
Rev. Dr. Alex. R. Thompson, of Brooklyn, of the Reformed
Church in America, was introduced to the Council as having been,
in 1875, the first fraternal delegate accredited to the Reformed Episcopal Church from any other Christian body, and addressed the
members in a few appropriate remarks.
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Rev. Mason Gallagher offered the following resolution, which
was unanimously adopted, viz.:
Resolved, That the following telegram to Bishop Cridge, be forwarded by the Presiding
Bishop: “Report read. General Council sends fraternal greetings.”

On motion of Rev. Chas. H. Tucker it

was

Ordered, That the deacons and candidates for the ministry in this church be invited
to seats in the Council.

The Report of the Treasurer was read, received and referred to
the Auditing Committee, as follows
TREASURER’S REPORT.
Dr.

Cr.
DISBURSEMENTS.

RECEIPTS.

To balance from last account
$139 86 By back indebtedness
$2,208 33
To annuity of T. H. Powers,
By Expenses —- Bishop Fallows,
(~ quarters)
5,000 00
$23; Bishop Latan6, $593.75;
To Sustentation Fund
320 00
Bishop Nicholson, $20; Mr.
To Churches in Chicago
Kellogg, $11.27; discount, $24,
272 02
53 99
Canada
132 05 By Bishop Stevens
2,124 00
New York and
“
Latan6
2,024 00
Brooklyn
Fallows
842 75
1,311 78
To Churches in Philadelphia
2,071 22
Wilson..
500 00
To Colored Churches in South
By Mrs. Cummins
8oo 00
Carolina
200 00
134 66 By Rev. P. B. Morgan
To Church at Cumberland, Md.
10 00
22 75 By Rev. Arthur Foster
Boston
50 00 By Rev. J. C. Pratt
200 00
By balance to new account
55 21
$9,236.31

May 25th, 1881.

(E. & 0. E.)

(Signed)

$9,236.31

JOSEPH K. WHEELER, Treasurer.

We have examined the foregoing statement and find the footings correct, and vouchers
covering the payments made.
HENRY WALKE,

f

J. M. YOUNG,
Committee.
The Secretary presented the following communication from the
Synod of New York and Philadelphia:
To the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church:
At a meeting of the New York and Philadelphia Synod of the Reformed Episcopal
Church, held at Rahway, New Jersey, April 6 1881, Bishop William R. Nicholson, D. D.,
was unanimously nominated for Bishop of the Synod, and she Secretary was instructed to
inform the General Council of the nomination, and to make the request of the Synod for
its confirmation.
Respectfully,
HENRY GODLEY,
Philadelphia, May 14th, iSSi.

Secretary of the Synod.

On motion of Rev. J. S. Harrison, M. D., the Council unanimously ratified the nomination of Bishop W. R. Nicholson, D. D.,
as Bishop of the said Synod.
The Secretary announced that he had appointed Mr. W. A.
Stevens, of Cincinnati, as an additional Assistant Secretary.
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On motion of Rev. Win. McGuire it was
Resolved, That the matter of the authority by which she Rev. Bishops Sugden and
Richardson, of the R. E. Church, consecrated the Rev. Hubert Bower to she office of a
Bishop of this Church, be referred to the Committee on Constitution and Canons, to report
to this Cossocil at this session.

Bishop Jas. A. Latant1~ presented and read his report for the past
two years, as follDws:
REPORT OF BISHOP LATANI~.
To the Eighth General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Ch rch
DEAR BRETHREN—Elected to the office of Bishop, by the 7th General Council of the
Reformed Episcopal Church, held in Chicago, in May, 5879, and consecrated so that office
in Philadelphia, on the 22d day of June, of she same year, I herewith present to you, as

required by our Canons, the report of my labors;
By assignment of the General Cobsocil my field of labor was the Missionary Jurisdiction
of the South; but before I could begin work there I was called upon by the Fresiding
Bishop, in accordance with the provision of our Canons, for the supply of vacant Jurisdictions, to visit Canada.
Accordingly, I proceeded at once to Canada, reaching St. John, N. B., July i
4th.
July i~sh, attended a meeting of the Vestry of Grace Church, at which the affairs of the
Parish and of the Church in Canada, at large, were discussed, and a delegate elected to the
proposed Convention of the Reformed Episcopal Chssrches in Canada, to be held in Ottawa.
I found the Church in St. John without a pastor, and the affairs of the Church, financially
and otherwise, in a very depressed state.
July i6sh, crossed over to Digby, N. S., and that evening preached in St. Paul’s Church;
Rev. Mr. Lavelle, Pastor of the Church, and Rev, Mr. Windeyer, who had accompanied
me from St. John, taking part in the service. The Church here I found greatly depressed
by the large debt upon its very neat and attractive building.
July i8th, returned so St. John, and lectured that evening in Grace Church,
July 20th, preached in the same Church (Grace Church,) morning and afternoon, and
in the evening in the Methodist Church in Carleton, by invitation of the pastor, Rev. Mr.
Weddall.

July 21st, preached in the evening in St. John’s Church, Sussex, N. B., Rev. Mr.
Evans the Pastor.
July 2ad, preached in the evening in St. Paul’s Church, Moncton, Rev. J. Easthurn
Brown, Pastor; and at a confirmation service held the same evening, nine persons confirmed
their baptismal covenant.
July 24th, preached in Emmanuel Church, Chatham, N. B. This church I found without a pastor.

July 26th, reached Montreal, and, after conferring with the friends of our cause in that
city, decided that it was inexpedient to hold any service there at that time.
July 27th, preached in Emmanuel Church, Ottawa, Rev. G. W. Huntington, Pastor.
July 30th and 31st, I was in attendance upon the Convention of the Churches of the
Dominion at Ottawa, and by unanimous request of she delegates presided in the same. As
the objects and results of this convention belong rather to she general affairs of the Church,
and therefore to she report of she Presiding Bishop, I shall not embrace them in this report.
I feel in duty bound, however, to bear testimony to the excellent spirit which pervaded the
Convention, and to the courtesy and kindness and harmony which, despite the excitmng
nature of the questions discussed, characterized all the proceedings. And it may not be
out of place to state, as a practical matter, that this state of things was largely secured by
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the fact that, apart from she public meetings and at a different hour, private meetings were

held, to which all the members of the convention were honestly invited, and at which every
matter was freely discussed and practically settled before it was brought before the public
meeting.
In this way all occasion of adverse criticism was cut off, and the unanimity
attained had the happiest effect upon our cause throughout Canada.
Upon the adjournment of the convention I left Canada, and after stopping at Beach
Haven, N. J., to report to the Presiding Bishop and to press upon bins the needs of our
churches at St. John and at Dighy, I reached home in Virginia, Aug. 5th. During the
next month I ministered to the two country congregations in that neighborhood, and on
September 6th, held a Confirmation service, in which three persons made public profession
of their repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.
September 20th, I preached in Washington City, in the morning, for the Church of the
Redeemer, and in the evening for the Church of the Messiah. The former Church was
without a Pastor: the latter was in ebarge of Rev.
B. North, though utterly unable to
provide for his support. I spent several days in the city in an earnest effort to harmonize

J.

in some way these two little hostile fragusents ofwhat by a different course, and with God’s
blessing, might have been a strong Church in the Capital of the Nation. But 1 found the

difficulty one oftoo long standing to be healed in this way, and had to abandon the effort
with a sad heart.
September 23d, lectured in Bishop Cummins Memorial Church, Baltimore.
October itt, attended a meeting of she General Committee in Philadelphia, and was
again assigned so duty in Canada, and went thither from the Committee meeting.
October 5th, preached morning and evening in Alexandra Hall, Montreal, for St. Bar.
tholomew’s Reformed Episcopal Church.
October 9th, held as Ottawa, as the residence of Rev. G. W. Huntington, an important
conference with him and the leading members of Emmanuel Church in regard to the Bishop
Gregg matter, and the relation of that Church and others to the movement Bishop Gregg
had inaugurated for a separate organization. As that meeting this question was settled for
that Parish, and practically for all Canada. The entire failure of the Gregg movement in
Canada became, from that evening, only a question of time.
October 12th, preached morning and evening, in Emmanuel Church, Ottawa.

October 13th, I returned to Montreal and had an interview with Bishop Gregg, who had
just arrived from England. This interview was at my request. As soon as I heard that he
had reached Montreal, I addressed him a nose from Ottawa, proposing an unofficial and
private conference with him. He very promptly acceded to my proposition, and we spent
more than two hours in an earnest, courteous, and friendly interchange of views in regard
so the questions involved. But we could find no satisfactory solution of the difficulty, and
so had to go our separate ways.
October 14th and 15th, spent in Toronto, in conference with our friends there in
regard to the Bishop Gregg movement and the affairs of the Parish.
October i6sh, preached in St. James’ Church, Hamilton, Rev. J. B. Fitzpatrick, Pastor.
October z
9th, preached in Toronto, in the morning at Emmanuel Church, a mission in
charge of Rev. J. W. Treen, and in the evening so a large congregation in Christ Church,
Rev. R. A. Bilkey, the Pastor.
October 26th, preached in the morning in Christ Church, Barrie, Rev. M. T. McCormick, the Pastor, when six persons confirmed their baptismal covenant. In the afternoon
I addressed the Sunday School, and in the evening, preached again in she same Church.
October 27th, had another interview with Bishop Gregg, in Montreal, at the earnest
request of a msscb valued friend in Toronto, by whom the matter had been arranged with
Bishop Gregg; but this interview also failed to bring about the result I earnestly desired
and sincerely sought to secure.
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October 3oth, preached in Emmanuel Church, Chatham, N. B., she Rev. Geo. Howell
having been secured meantime as Pastor of the Church.
November and, preached in St. Paul’s Church, Moncton, N. B., Rev. J E. Brown,
Pastor, and confirmed four persons.
November
4th, laid the cornerstone of a Chapel at Plumwesee, (near Sussex, N. B.,)
where Rev. Mr. Evans had been doing mission work for some months past, and the next
evening, November ~th, I preached in St. John’s Church, Sussex, Rev. Mr. Evans’ regular
charge, and at his request baptized three adults. The same evening six persons made
public profession of their faith in Christ in the rste of Confirmation.
November 9th, preached in St. Paul’s, Digby, N. S., morning and evening, and at the
latter service confirmed seven persons.
November zoth, preached in the same Chssrch in the evening.
November iztb, conducted, with Rev- J. E Brown and Rev. J. Lavelle, the examination of she Hon. Buruthorn Musgrave for the order of Presbyter in our Church, and
preached the next evening the sermon at his ordination, when Rev. Messrs. Brown and
Lavelle presented him and united in the mmposition of hands.
November i6th, preached in St. John, N. B., morning and afternoon in Grace Church,
and in she evening at Centenary Methodist Church. Before leaving St. John is was
arranged that she Rev. Mr. Musgrave should at once take charge of Grace Church.
November 23rd, preached in First Reformed Episcopal Church, Wheeling, West Virginia, Rev. E. II. Jenkyns, Pastor, morning and evening, and confirmed four persons.
November 23rd, preached in Christ Church, Cumberland, Maryland, Rev. J. K. Dunn,
Pastor, morning and evening, and confirmed six persons.
December 7th, preached for the Church of the Redeemer, Washington, D. C., morning
and evening.
December i4th, preached in the First Reformed Episcopal Church, of Rappahannock
County, Virginia, Rev. W. L. Jets, Pastor, morning and evening, and confirmed two
persons.
For the next month I remained at home, officiating for the Church of my former charge
in Essex County, Virginia.
February z~th, z88o, I preached in Emmanisel Church, Baltimore, Rev. F. H. Reynolds,
Pastor, morning and evening. Preached in the same Church every evening that week.
February 22nd, preached at the Bishop Cummins Memorial Church, Baltimore, Rev.
Win. McGuire temporarilymn charge, morning and evening, and in the same Church the
following evening, at which service four persons renewed in Confirmation their baptismal
covenant.
February 25th, lectured in the Church of the Redeemer, Baltimore, Rev. W. A. Pottiethwaite, Pastor, and on the 29th preached in the same Church morning and evening,
and at she latter service confirmed seven persons.
March i9th, reached Tallahassee, Fla., and on the 21st preached morning and afternoon
in Christ Church, Rev. J. S. Harrison, M. D., the Pastor, and in the evening in the Presbyterian Church, by invitation of the Pastor, Rev. Mr. Raymond.
March a4th and 25th, were spent in Jacksonville, in consultation with the friends of the
Reformed Episcopal Church, about the interests of our cause there.
March 28th, was spent in Charleston, S. C., on a visit to Bishop Stevens. In the
morning I preached in the Huguenot Church to a large congregation, the Rev. Mr. Viller,
she Pastor of the Church, reading their own beautiful and Scriptural Liturgy. In the
evening I preached in Holy Trinity Church, to a large and interesting congregation in their
own new and comfortable Church, Rev. Messrs. Forrest, Pettigrew, and Bash all taking
part in the services.
April I9th, preached morning and evening in the ball of the Church of the Redeemer,
Washington, D. C., and received into the Reformed Episcopal Church Rev. Arthur Foster,
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who had been elected Pastor of the Church and been received by the Standing Committee
of the Jurisdiction, and been duly examined by Rev. Messrs. Postleshsvaite and Reynolds.
Rev. Mr. Postlethwaite made the address to the new Pastor on the occasion of his public
reception.
At a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Jurisdiction of she South, held in Baltimore, Md., April ifith, s88o, the following resolutions were passed unanimously:
“Resolved~ That it is she solemn conviction of this Committee that she Bishop Cummins Memorial
Church can be saved to the Reformed Episcopal Church onlyby Bishop Latan(~’s taking charge of she
same as permanent Rector thereof: and we do earnestly urge him for the sake of that Church and our
cause in this State so accept said charge
“Resolved, That she Standing Committee do hereby most earneotly recommend she vestry of she
Bishop Cummins Memorial Church to call Bishop Latanl at once so be their permanent Rector.”

In due time an earnest call came from the vestry and under circumstances which made
me teel it my duty to accept she charge of the Bishop Cummins Memorial Cnurch. I
entered upon its charge at once and have been steadily engaged in the duties of that charge,
when not especially engaged elsewhere, ever since.
May i
9th, attended a meeting of the General Comnsittee, in New York.
July, attended a meeting of the General Council, in Philadelphia, and preached the
sermon on she cccasion of the consecration of Bishop Edward Wilson.
December ifith, preached in Christ Church, Cumberland, Md.
December s9th, preached for the First Reformed Episcopal Church, of Wheeling, West
Virginia, and received the Rev. W. H. Barnes into our ministry, and installed him in
charge ofthat Church, he having been received by the Standing Committee and having
passed a satisfactory examination, conducted by Revs. Messrs. Posslethwaise and Reynolds.
April syth, s8Ss, preached in the evening in the Church of she Redeemer, Baltimore,
and confirnied four persons.
April 24th, held a confirmation service in the Bishop Cummins’ Memorial Church, at
which four persons confirmed their baptismal covenant.
To sum up —I have administered the rite of confirmation to fit persons; have ordained
one Presbyter; have received into the ministry of our Church two Presbyters, and have
admitted one person as a candidate for orders. Have given letters of dismissal to Rev. H.
H. Washburn and she Rev, E. H. Jenkyns—the former of a general character, ansi the
latter to the Presbyterian Church.
In reviewing she work in she field especially assigned so me, I cannot but express the regret that so much valuable time was lost to is by my having to devote six months, immediately after my election, to the work in Canada. I was assigned to the work in the South
at a very critical time in its history. In proof of this, let some of the facts of the case be
recalled. The Church in Louisville, Ky.,the first and for a long time the strongest organization within the Jurisdiction of the South, had then very recently failed and been disbanded, The Bishop Cummins’ Memorial Church, Baltimore, had barely escaped the auctioneer’s hammer, and was still in a state of perfectly hopeless indebtedness. The Church
at Jacksonville, Florida, had suspended services and little remained of it, but a half completed structure on a heavily mortgaged lot of ground. The church in Washington City
had been rent in twain by miserable internal dissensions, and was practically worse than
dead. And the other churches were in such a state of collapse that in the entire jurisdiction there was but one Church, Christ Church, Cumberland, Md., which was really selfsupporting.
This state of things had been largely brought about by the fact that so many of the
Churches in that region had received very liberal advances from Mr. Powers, and then by
his sudden death had found themselves bound to his estate for such advances in a way they
had not anticipated.
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The whole outlook for the Church in the Southern Jurisdiction, was therefore, most discouraging, as I very clearly saw, at she time of my acceptance of that charge, and of course
it was still more so at the end of six months, when I found myself at liberty to give myself
to work there.
Since then, some eighteen months have passed, and though the ground previously lost has
not been recovered, unquestionably the things that remained have been greatly strengthened.
All our churches have taken deeper root and become more firmly established during the
past winter, and especially have they recently been greatly encouraged and strengthened by
a generous gift of ~ia,ooo
to the Bishop Cummins’ Memorial Church from Mrs. Thomas
H. Powers. By this munificent gift, that Church has been relieved of its most pressing
burden and happily saved to our cause, and both the other Churches in Baltimore greatly
helped. We trust at the next meeting of our Council you svill receive, by she blessing of
the Lord, a brighter and more cheering report from the Missionary Jurisdiction of the South.
Your brother in Christ,
J. A. LATANt.

The foregoing Report was referred, under the rule, to the Committee on the State of the Church.
Bishop Stevens made a call for a prayer of gratitude to God,
for the financial deliverance to the Bishop Cummins’ Memorial
Church, Baltimore, which had been referred to in Bishop Latan&s
Report, and, by request of the Chair, Bishop Fallows offered
prayer.
The following resolution was offered by the Rev. Chas. H.
Tucker, and was unanimously adopted by a rising vote
Resolved, That this Council express, by a rising vote, its gratitude to Mrs. Thomas H.
Powers for her very lib;ral and timely donation to the Bishop Cummins’ Memorial Church,
and that the Secretary be instructed to inform her of the same.

A communication from St. I~aul’s Church, Digby, N. S., asking
for pecuniary assistance, was read by the Secretary, and was referred to the General Committee.
Mr. W. A. Hammer moved that the Special Committee ap
pointcd by the last General Council to prepare additional or modified Rules of Order, (See p. 6~i of last Jou;ma/,) be discharged. The
motion was duly secondeQ but was not adopted.
The Council, then, on motion, adjourned until Friday morning,
at 9.30, after prayer by Rev. Marshall B. Smith.
THIRD

DAY.

MORNING SESSION.

Friday, May 2711?, iS8i.
The Council reassembled at 9’2 o’clock for devotional exercises,
which were led by Rev. XVm. McGuir& of Virginia.
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The Council was called to order, for business, by the Presiding

Bishop at 10 o’clock.
The Roll was called, and the Minutes of Thursday’s sessions were

read and approved.
The Chair introduced to the Council the Rev. E. D. Murphy,
of the Presbyterian Church, in New York City.
“The Acts and Proceedings of the 74th General Synod of the~
Reformed Church in America,” were presented to the Council,
and, on motion of Rev. Marshall B. Smith, it was
Ordered, That the Report be received and placed in the archives of the Church, and
that the Secretary be ordered, to transmit, hereafter, to that body, the Journals of the
General Council.

The following resolution; offered by Rev.

J.

S. Harrison, M. D.,

was adopted, to wit
Whereas, The New Version of the New Testament has just been issued, and is now
presented to the Church and the Christian world for theiracceptance or rejection; therefore,
Resolved, That isis the sense of this Council that the revised edition of the New Testament should be reverently and carefully examined, with a view to its ultimate approval by
the Church.

The Rev. Dr. Cooper presented, for the consideration of the
Council, a Draft of a Catechism.
Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith moved that the Council adopt the proposed catechism presented by the Committee ~n Doctrine and
Worship and printed in the Journal of the Sixth General Council.
Bishop Fallows moved to amend the motion of Dr. Howard

Smith, by proposing that a Catechism offered by him be adopted
by the Council.
Mr. John M. Young, of Brooklyn, moved to amend the amendment, by ordering that all the proposed Catechisms be referred to
a Special Committee, with instructions to report not later than tomorrow morning.
Mr. W. A. Hammer moved, as a substitute, that a Special Committee be appointed, consisting of Bishops Fallows and Nicholson,
four Presbyters and five Laymen, to which shall be referred the
whole subject of Catechisms; but the motion did not prevail.
The amendment, offered by Mr. Young, was then adopted by a

vote of 48 ayes to 20 nays; and the Chair appointed as the Committee to consider the proposed Catechisms, Rev. Dr. J. Howard
Smith, Rev. Joseph D. Wilson, Rev. James M. Gray, Albert Crane,
Samuel Ashhurst, M. D.
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The Committee on Religious Services reported as follows
The Committee on Public Services beg leave to report that the following arrangements
have been made for Sunday next:
A. M.—The Memorial Presbyterian Church, Rev. Chat. S. Robinson, D. D., Pastor,
Madison Ave., and 5
3d Street, Bishop Win. R. Nicholson.
A. M.—St. Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. J. A. M. Chapman, D.D., Pastor,
Fourth Ave. corner 22d Street, Bishop Samuel Fallows.
A. M.—Harlem Congregational Church, s2~th Street, Second Ave., Rev. S. H. Virgin,
Pastor, Bishop Chas. Edward Cheney.
A. M.—Boston, Massachusetts: the Reformed Episcopal Church, Rev.J. A. Gray, Pastor,
Rev. Win. Newton, D. D,
A. M.—Philadelphia: Second Reformed Episcopal Church, Rev. James M. Gray.
A. M.—Rahway, New Jersey: Christ Church, Rev. J. S. Harrison, Rector, Rev. W.
H. Cooper.
A. M.—First Reformed Episcopal Church, Bishop P. F. Stevens.
A. M.—37th Street Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. E. A. Blake, Pastor, Rev. R. A.
Bilkey.
A. M.—Brooklyn: Reformed Church of America, Dr. A. R. Thompson, Pastor, Rev.
Win. McGuire.
A. M.—Metuchen, New Jersey, Bishop Edward Wilson.
A. M.—Plainfield, New Jersey, Rev. Dr. John C. Bliss, Pastor, Bishop James A. Latan~.
A. M.—Newark, New Jersey: Emmanuel Reformed Episcopal Church, Dr. J. Howard
Smith, Pastor, Rev. Jos. D. Wilson.
Afternoon—Parepa Hall, corner 86th Street and Third Ave., Young Men’s Christian
Association, Gospel Service, 4 P. M., Bishop C. E. Cheney
P. M.—First Reformed Episcopal Church, Bishop C. E. Cheney.
P. M.—37th Street Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. E. A. Blake, Pastor, Rev. J. D.
Wilson.
P. M.—Greenpoint, New York: Church of Redeemer, Rev. F. A. Dager—confirmasion
—Bishop Nicholson.
P. M.—Church of Atonement, Brooklyn, Rev. F. S. Huntington in charge—confirmation—Bishop Samuel Fallows.
P. M.—Newark, New Jersey: Emmanuel Reformed Episcopal Church, Bishop P. F
Stevens.

And the Report was received and approved.
The Rev. Geo. L. Shearer, one of the Secretaries of the American Tract Society, was introduced to the Council, and made a brief
address upon the work of that Society.
On motion of Hon. Win. Aldrich it was
Ordered, That the request of Bishop Cheney for further time in which to prepare his
Report be granted, with permission, if required, to present the same to the Secretary for
printing with the proceedings of the Council, instead ofits being read.

Bishop Cheney’s Report is as follows
To the Eighth General Council of the Reformed Episcopal 6’hurch:—
DEAR BRETHREN—In accordance with our Canonical requirement I hereby present my
report of Episcopal work done since the last assembling of the General Council.
On the afternoon of Sunday, June 22nd, 1879, I visited the Parish of Grace Church,
Chicago, and ordained to the office of a Deacon, Mr. Richard H. Burke, who had for a
considerable period exercised in that field the office of a lay-reader.

S
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At that date Grace Church was organized for effective work, and was in the possession
of the basement of a Church originally built for the use of the Congregationalists, but
which was then in the hands of a mortgagee, from whom we rented the lower portion, she
main auditorium not having been finished.
The situation of this Parish in the region known as Wicker Park, was an admirable
one, and every prospect seemed to be most encouraging. As I stated in my last report,
Mr. Burke, although supporting his household by arduous secular business, had found time
to build up this little organization, and to give it Pastoral care without fee or reward from
man. At his ordination the crowded Church attested the interest of the people in the
setting apart of their beloved lay-reader to a recognized ministerial position, and I may add
that his previous examination manifested a degree of clear appreciation of the doctrines of
grace, and a knowledge of the word of God, such as is rarely to be found amongst the
graduates of theological seminaries.
On the Wednesday following the ordination of Mr. Burke, I set sail for Europe accompanied by Mrs. Cheney.
My health had been completely undermined by an accumulation of duties, together
with much anxiety for our beloved Church, which appeared then to be in a most critical
position. I rejoice to say that although my recovery was not rapid, it seems to have been
complete.
My entire absence from the country extended to nearly five months, and of course,
during that time, I did no Episcopal duty—my physicians having forbidden even such
correspondence as related to Ecclesiastical affairs.
I preached but three times during the whole Summer, once for the Rev. Robert W.
Wolseley, an Evangelical Clergyman of she Established Church whom I had formerly
known in this country, and twice on the return voyage across the Atlantic, on the steamer
Britannic.”
On Monday, December 15th, 1879, I paid a long postponed visit to our devoted Church
at Peoria. Just previous to my departure from the country, the Rev. Joseph D. Wilson,
who had been the Rector of Christ Church almost from its foundation, felt that is was a
matter of duty to accept a call unanimously tendered to him by St. Jobti’s Church, Chicago.
The loss of so able a preacher and earnest worker was a most serious matter to our
flock in Peoria, and the gravest fears were entertained and expressed as to the future ofour
Church in that important city.
God Himself, however, seemed to interpose for our aid in necessity. The Rev. Elias
B. England, a young Presbyter of the Methodist Episcopal Church, known to our congregation in Peoria, was invited to supply the pulpit for a comparatively short period
At the expiration of this time his services had proved so acceptable that he was called to
the charge of the Parish, where he has been laboring most successfully so the present time.
On the occasion of the visitation just referred to, the Rev. Jot. D. Wilson read the
service and made an earnest and effective elsarge to the new Pastor, while I preached the
sermon and admitted Mr. England into the Presbyterate of she Reformed Episcopal
Church, according to the prescribed office of our prayer-book.
On Sunday, January
45h, s88o, in conformity with a custom long observed in Christ
Church, Chicago, of making the first Sunday in the new year one of special consecration to
God’s service, I administered the rite of confirmation in that Church to five candidates,
and with the assistance of the Rev. John A. Fisher, distributed the memorials of our Lord’s
dying love, to a very large number of communicants.
In she evening, I preached in the same church, and ordained to the Diaconate Mr.
Charles M. Gilbert. The candidate was presented by the Rev. Franklin W. Adams, Rector
of St. Matthew’s Church.
The Rev. Mr. Gilbert, immediately after his ordination, entered on the duties of an
assistant minister in Christ Church, having especial charge of Emmanuel Church and Tyng
Mission.
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In the evening of Thursday, January z~th, I had the privilege of attending a re-union
of the members and friends of Grace Church, held in the ball occupied for worship by that
congregation, in the North-West quarter of Chicago.
I have already spoken of the Church edifice in which this congregation were worshiping
at the date of my leaving she country in June, 1879.
Poor as were the members of this noble little flock, they had nevertheless repaired and
rendered comfortable the basement rooms in whicls they met, at a very considerable expense
to themselves.
On my return in November, 1879, I found that the property had suddenly been sold by
the mortagee, to a congregation of English Lutherans, and almost without a warning
Grace Church had been suddenly rendered homeless
The blow was one which woold have disheartened a people or Pastor less accustomed
to walk by simple faith in the Divine promises. But although the Rev. Mr. Burke was still
supporting himself and family by his daily labor as a salesman in a large wholesale house,
and though his congregation were at first staggered by this unexpected calamity, they rallied
under his leadership, rented a ball at some distance from their former place of worship, but
near to a large rolling-mill, surrounded by the homes of the operatives, and patiently began
their work anew. It was to encourage them in their heroic effozts, that the re-union so
which I have alluded was held.
The little hall was crowded, and addresses were made by the Rev. William H.
Cooper, D. D., the Rev. Mason Gallagher, the Rev. Mr. Salter. of the Congregational
Church, and the Minister, Rev. Richard H. Burke.
On Septuagesima Sunday, January 25th, I preached for the Rev. Joseph D. Wilson at
St. John’s Church, that clergyman occupying my own pulpit at Christ Church.
Throughout Lent my Episcopal work was hut slight. The duties of a Pastor in a season of more than ordinary religious interest absorbing nearly all niy time.
Sunday afternoon, February 22d, z88o, I made one of the addresses at the anniversary
of the Young Men’s Christian Association of Chicago, with whose blessed work all our
parishes in this Synod are in fullest sympathy and active co-operation.
Monday, March 8th, I addressed a large concourse of young Christian workers, composed of the Young People’s Associations in several of the larger Evangelical Churches in
our vicinity. Isis gratifying to be able to state that our Reformed Episcopal Church in
Chicago is fully committed to the maintenance of young people’s prayer meetings, in
which youthful workers are being trained to intelligent supplication and testimony.
The fifth Sunday in Lent, March z
4th, was a date which perhaps deserves mention here,
though indirectly connected with my Episcopal work. It completed my twentieth year as
the Rector of Christ Church, Chicago, fourteen of which had been given to the seemingly hopeless task of attempting to stem the tide of Sacramentarianism in the Protestant
Ephcopal Church, and six more to encouraging, but laborious effort, to organize and
educate in their new freedom, a Parish of Reformed Episcopalians. The spacious Church
was crowded, and my heart was cheered by many tokens of an affectionate interest in
this anniversary occasion.
On Easter Sunday, March 28th, I cQnfirmed twenty-five persons in Christ Church,
Chicago. In the evening of the same day, I visited Triisity Church, Englewood, a suburban village, just outside the city limits of Chicago, and confirmed three persons and
preached.
Sunday afternoon, April nAb, the first Sunday after Easter, I visited Emmanuel Church3
Chicago, and confirmed eight persons. This Church, although having a separate parochial
organization and possessing its own church building, is practically a Chapel of Christ
Church, and dependent on the latter Parish for its support.
Sunday afternoon, April sith, I again visited Grace Church, Chcago, and confirmed
three persons.

5
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On Wednesday evening, April z
4th, I preached in Christ Church, Peoria, the Rector,
Rev. Elias B. England, reading service.
On Thursday afternoon, April z~th, I visited St. John’s Church, Chillicothe, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. England of Peoria. I baptized ten adults, and preached in the
morning. In the evening the Rev. Messrs. Davis and England conducted services, and I
preached, and confirmed eighteen persons.
Chillicoshe is a small village in the Illinois River Valley, where we formerly’had a parish
under the care of an aged clergyman, the Rev. Jesse P. Davis. Partly owing so his infirm
health, services had been suspended for over two years. The Church was dead, the edifice
closed, and at one time an effort had been made to establish a Protestant Episcopal Church
on the ruins of our own.
During the winter and spring of z88o, a wonderful revival, beginning with a gospel
temperance work, shook this little community, and many thus converted, who did not feel
at home in the Methodist Church—the only surviving religious organization in the place—
united with the remnant of our former congregation, opened the long-closed church building,
brought together the disused prayer-books, and by means of lay services and the occasional
preaching of Mr. Davis and Mr. England, the latter of whom, seif-sacrificingly, came up
from Peoria; the work was carried on till St. Johns Church rose from its grave, and this
confirmation attested the work of the 1-loly Spirit.
On Sunday morning, April z8th, I preached in Christ Church, Peoria, and in the afterternoon, at the request of the rector, baptized twenty infants, at a special service held for
that purpose. In the evening of the same day, I preached in the same church, and confirmed eleven persons. On the following Wednesday evening, April 21st, 1 concluded my
somewhat protracted visitation to Peoria, by preaching in Christ Church, the rector conducting service.
On Sunday, April 25th, 1 visited St. John’s Church, Chicago, where six persons were
presented by the Rev. Jos. D. Wilson for confirmation.
Sunday evening, May 9th, I visited the Church of the Good Shepherd, and assisted in
the service by the Rev. Jno. A. Fisher and the Rev. Dr. Cooper, I installed the latter as
Rector of the Church, according to the form provided in the book of common-prayer.
Wednesday, May z9uh, I was in attendance on the meeting of the General Committee
of the Reformed Episcopal Church, in the First Reformed Episcopal Church, New York
City.
Friday, June 4th, I presided as the annual meeting of the Synod of Chicago, held in
St. Paul’s Church, Chicago.
From the middle of July till the middle of September, I was absent from home on my
usual summer vacation. I preached hut twice during this period, once at my native place,
Canandaigsua, N. Y., and once at an open-air service in a beautiful glen among the hills on
the shore of Canandaigua Lake.
During my summer rest our congregation in Christ Church, Chicago, had completely
renovated the basement of the church, formerly little better than a damp and ill-ventilated
cellar, making the most beautiful and well appointed Sunday-school and lecture-rooms in
our city, at an expense of nearly $5,000.
In the afternoon of Sunday, the s9th of September, we dedicated these rooms with appropriate exercises.
October zoth, Sunday afternoon, I visited Grace Church, Chicago, and, assisted by she
Rev. Richard H. Buirke, administered the Lord’s Supper, after a sermon appropriate to the
Communion.
On Friday, October 15th, I made a visit to Indianapolis, Indiana, and at night preached
to a small congregation in the building formerly used as a church. The Church, once
organized here, has proved a faihure; not for the want ofzeal and earnestness, on the part
of those who sustained it in its infant existence, but mainly because the movement was
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perhaps somewhat premature, and was injured by the injudicious conduct of a minister
who, although for a time,” numbered with us,” was not really of us.
On Sunday, November i
4th, at the request of Bishop Fallows, I visited Christ Church,
Minneapolis, Minnesota. I preached in the morning and evening for she Rev. Edward D.
Neill, to very large congregations, in the Plymourh Congregational Church, kindly loaned
to us for our worship.
In the afternoon I assisted the Rev. Mr. Neill in the service, preached, and administered
the rite of confirmation, in the neat and attractive edifice erected by Christ Church, on
Hennepin Avenue, since my last visit to Minneapolis.
The building is one that reflects great credit upon the congregation and their faithful and
self-denying Rector. Its organ is the unsolicited gift of Mr. Edward Martin, of Red Hook,
N. Y., to whom our Church previously owed a debt ofgratitude for his munificence toward
the University ofshe West.
My first episcopal duty, for the year sI8z, was the annual New Year confirmation in
Christ Chssrch, Chicago, at which ten persons renewed their baptismal vows, and a Communion Service followed, which gathered around the Lord’s Table a very large number of
communicants.
On Sunday afternoon, January 23d, I visited St. Matthew’s Church, Chicago, and
admitted, by confirmation, two persons to the communion of the Church.
The occasion was peculiarly interesting to myself, in the fact that the two candidates
were the daughters of a lady who had, as a young girl, been among the flock who had
welcomed me to the pastorate ofChrist Church, Chicago, twenty-one years before, whom I
had united in marriage with one who afterward became a faithful member of the Reformed
Episcopal Church, and who now, in her widowhood, had the joy of seeing her children put
themselves publicly into the loving and covenant care of “the Father of the fatherless.”
Sunday afternoon, February 27th, 1 was at Grace Church, and preached for the Rev.
Mr. Burke.
March z3th, the afternoon ofthe second Sunday in Lent, I visited the parish at Engelwood, and preached on The Use and Abuse of Lent.”
Sunday, April 3d, I visited the Church of the Good Shepherd, Chicago, atid preached.
On the Sunday next before Easter, April soth, I confirmed eleven persons in St. John’s
Church, Chicago, preached and made a brief address to those who confessed Christ in
confirmation.
On Easter ~unday I took part in the joyful services of the day, and confirmed seventeen
persons in Christ Church, Chicago.
Sunday afternoon, April 245h, I again visited St. Matthew’s Church, under the care of
the Rev. F. W. Adams, and preached to an attentive congregation.
Sunday, May sat, I spent the afternoon with Trinity Church, Englewood, preaching for
the Rev. R. H. Bosworth, and confirming nine persons.
On the third Sunday after Easter, May 8th, I visited Christ Church, Peoria, and in the
morning assisted the Rev. E. B. England in the service, and preached.
A~t night I preached to a crowded audience, and confirmed twelve persons, making an
address to the newly confirmed.
Returning from Peoria, I spent the evening of Monday, May 9th, with the little flock in
St. John’s Church, Chillicothe, and preached to a congregation which filled every part of
he church.
On Wednesday, May i8tb, I presided at the annual meeting of the Synod of Chicago,
in Christ Church.
My last Episcopal visitation was made to Grace Church, Chicago, on Sunday afternoon,
May 22d, when seven persons professed Christ inconfirmation; I preached and administered
the Lord’s Supper.
StJMMARV.—Episcopal visitatioiis, 28; ordinations to the Diaconate, ~; reception of
Presbyter, s; installation of Rector, s; confirmations, 147.
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Isis only proper that I should add to the above statement the fact that, by the help of
the Master, I have accomplished such Episcopal work as I herein report, in addition to my
duties as the Rector of a large parish.
Isis a circumstance for which I am grateful to God, that he has put it iisto the hearts of
my people, in Christ Churcls, to bear patiently such necessary absences of their pastor, as
the requirements of his relations to the Synod of Chicago have demanded.
The Synod comprises the following Parishes: Christ Church, Chicago; Christ Church,
Peoria; St. Paul’s Church, Chicago; St. John’s Church, Chicago; Emmanuel Church,
Chicago; Grace Church, Chicago; the Church of the Good Shepherd, Chicago; St.
Matthew’s Church, Chicago; Trinity Church, Englewood; St. John’s Church, Chillicothe.
Canonically connected with this Synod, are the following clergymen: Bishop Charles
Edward Cheney, Rector of Christ Church Chicago; Rev. Joseph D. Wilson, Rector of
St. John’s Church, Chicago; the Rev. Win. H. Cooper, D. D., residing in the Synod of
Canada, and officiating at St. John, N. B.; the Rev. Jesse P. Davis, residing at Chillicoshe,
Illinois; the Ref. W. F. Mappin, residing in Chicago; the Rev. Franklin W. Adams,
Rector of St. Matthew’s Church, Chicago; the Rev. Richard H. Botwortb, Deacon, in
charge of Trinity Church, Englewood; the Rev. Richard H. Burke, Deacon, in charge of
Grace Church, Chicago; the Rev. Charles M. Gilbert, Deacon, assistant minister of Christ
Church, Chicago; the Rev. Jon. A. Fisher, Deacon, managing editor of the Reformed
Episcopalian; the Rev, Elias B. England, Rector of Christ Church, Peoria.
Christ Church, Chicago, Isas had a season of continued prosperity, during the past two
years. Our congregations are among she largest in the city. Our people are cheerfully
bearing the heavy burdens of a financial nature, which fall on them as the members of the
strongest Parish in the West. I think that they are growing in the grace of giving for
Christ’s sake, We have lost some communicants by removal, but at present the gain exceeds
the loss. Our confirmations have not been as numerous as a pastor could desire, hut they
have been generally of those whose consistent Christian walk makes glad she heart of the
minister of Jesus. We are free from all debt, and are supporting two mission Sundayschools.
St. Paul’s Church, Chicago, has made manifest she wisdom of the call of Bishop Fallows
to its Rectorship. I cannot speak too highly of the hard work and extraordinary ability,
both in the pulpit and in the master of finance, by which Bishop Fallows has succeeded in
saving to our Church the splendid property of St. Paul’s, which as the date of my last
report seemed nearly lost to site Reformed Episcopal cause.
‘Ihe effort has been simply heroic, and when, as I fully believe the case will be in a year
or two, St. Paul’s shall stand free from all debt, with a property worth more than twice the
purchase money, is will be a noble monument to the man who dared to take up such a
hopeless enterprise, and, in faith in God, carry is so so magnificent a result.
I may add that its congregations are steadily increasing, and that its confirmations, as
reported by Bishop Fallows, are the best indication of its spiritual prosperity.
Christ Church Peoria, is doing well under the pastorase of the Rev. Mr. England.
During the past year the church edifice has been enlarged, and the pews thus added have
been filled with worshippers.
The Rev. Joseph D. Wilson continues to be she Rector of St. John’s Church, Chicago.
Like all our Parishes in this Synod, with a few exceptions, St. John’s suffers from the lack
of such an edifice of its own as a vigorous parish ought to have. The building in which it
meets for worship is not the property of the parish, is badly constructed and incoveniently
situated. The congregation has, however, increased under Mr. Wilson’s faithful teaching,
and an encouraging spiritual condition has been apparent duriag the past year.
Emmanuel Church, Chicago, is practically a mission of Christ Church. Its people are
all poor in this world’s goods, and is has been mainly carried on by lay-work during the
past twelve months. It has, however, four lots of land, and a small wooden church on
which there is no debt.
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Of Grace Church, I have spoken so fully in my report of Episcopal visitations, that no
further mention is needed here.
St. Matthew’s Church is still under she Rectorship of the Rev. F. W. Adams. Its wont
has been successfully carried on despite the most trying difficulties in the matter of an
eligible place of worship. The fact, that isis situated in a residence neighborhood, within
a stone’s-throw of Lincoln Park, puts the lots in its vicinity beyond its ability to purchase.
Meantime, its services are held in a Masonic ball, to reach which two long flights of stairs
must be climbed, and its growth has been retarded by this unfortunate fact. Nevertheless,
is has grown in spiritual strength and in numbers. No Church was ever blessed with a
more faithful or devoted minister than St. Matthew’s.
At the date of my last report, the Church of the Good Shepherd was in a deplorable
situation. Its services had ceased for several months, and a most unfortunate schism,
among its own congregation, had rendered the work of its resuscitation almost hopeless.
But under the ministry of the Rev. Dr. Cooper, and subsequently she Rev. Chas. M.
Gilbert, the work there has been wonderfully revived. The old elements of discord seem
so have completely vanished, and a spirit of true unity in working for Christ and His
gospel so have supervened. While there has been no addition to the Church, by confirmation, there is every reason so believe that the foundation of spiritual blessing has been laid
in she harmony now prevailing. At present, the Parish is under the care of Mr. Win. H.
Buss, a theological student, who reports a growing congregation and encouraging
prospects.
I need give no further particulars than those already stated in the body of this report,
concerning the Parish at Chillicothe, except it be to add that it shows a wonderful vitality
in carrying on its work altogether by lay effort; but it is my prayer that, before many
months have elapsed, a pastor may he found for this interesting field.
Trinity Church, Englewood. is one of our smaller Parishes, which deserves a special
notice. The Rev. Mr. Bosworsb, on a meagre salary, has steadily pushed on in that
suburban village, to a substantial success, His patience and faith are worthy of all commendation. The communicants, up to a very recent period, have been, with a few exceptions,
women; and the interest in the church has been largely confined to the sex of those who
were “last as she Cross, and earliest at the grave.”
Recently, however, several of our most active Christian workers, in Christ Church, have
settled at Englewood, and have heartily given themselves to the work which needed them
so much. A lot has been secured, some money toward a church building has been subscribed, and isis hoped that the autumn of i88s will see Trinity Church in a home of its
own.
Our great need in the Synod of Chicago, next to a greater outpouring of she Holy
Spirit, is the means with which to put our smaller churches into edifices of their own.
Until this essential requisite of success shall be obtained, they must live a precarious
existence. That God may put it into the hearts of our people to devise liberal things in
this direction, is my earnest prayer.
Wish joy and thankfulnesi~ for the new era of unity and Christian energy, which she
present Council seems destined so inaugurate, I submit this report.
Faithfully your brother in Christ,

CHARLES EDWARD CRENEY.
Bishop of Ike Synod of Chicago.

The question of the position of the Missionary Jurisdictions of
St. John and of Ottawa, as effected by the Synod of Canada, was
referred to the Committee on Constitution and Canons.
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The Committee on Correspondence reported, through Rev. Mr.
Gray, as follows
To Ike Eighlh General Council of Ike Reformed Episcopal Church:—
The Committee on Correspondence would recommend the appointment~ of corresponding delegates to she governing bodies of other Churches, with which the General Council is
in correspondence, as follows:
i. To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America—the Rev. M. B. Smith,
Primarius, the Rev. G. A. Redles, Secundus.
2. To the General Assembly ofthe Presbyterian Church, of the United States of America—the Rev. Joseph D. Wilson, Primari us, the Rev. Win. H. Reid, Secundus.
3. To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, in the United States (South 5—
she Rev. Bishop P. F. Stevens, Primaries, the Rev. F. H. Reynolds, Secundus.
4. To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church—the Rev. Bishop
Win. R. Nicholson, D. D., Primaries, tlse Rev. Mason Gallagher, Secundus.
5. To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in Canada—the Rev.
J. Easthurn Brown, Primaries, she Rev. R. A. Bilkey, Secundus.
6. To the Free Church of England—the Rev. Bishop John Sugden, B. A., Primaries,
the Rev. Bishop A. S. Richardson, D. D.. Secundus.
The Committee is not aware of any other nominations to be made as present.
Respectfully submitted,
WM. NEWTON,
)
JAMES M. GRAY,
Gomsroliee.
HIRAM E. Ls’s’TELL,)

The foregoing Report was,

on

motion, accepted and approved.

The Standing Committee of the Missionary Jurisdiction of the
East announced that they had no Rdport to make to this Council.
The Committee on Constitution and Canons submitted the following Report, viz
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND CANONS.
To Ihe Eighlh General Council of Ike Reformed Episcopal Church
Your Committee would respectfully report, as follows, concerning the matters referred
to them by the last General Council, viz:
(NOTE—The numbers prefixed to the paragraphs refer so she pages in she Journal of the Seventh
General Council.)
s. [p. 49] The Petition of the Convocation of Charleston is reported upon adversely,
being unnecessary in consequence of she election of Bishop Stevens so the Episcopate.
2. [p. 54] As to the resolution, submitted by Mr. H. B. Turner, to erase subdivision
(s) of section II, Canon i, Title II, we recommend:
To erase the word “annual,” in line i, Section VI, and substitute “ stated.”
To erase subdivision (z), Section VI.
‘ro number subdivisions (a), (~) and (4), respectively (z), (a) and (s).
Also to amend Section VII, of same Canon, by erasing the word “annually,” in the
econd line, and the parenthesis following, (not the words in parenthesis); also to substisuse “stated” for “annual “in the 6th line; also to add at she end: “Nine members of
this Committee, duly convessed, shall constitute a quorum.”
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3. [p. 8~] As to she Resolution offered by Bishop Latans~, as to a Board of Missions,
we recommend:
To add a new section at the end of Canon s, Title II, to read as follows:
Section VIII. At each stated meeting of the General Council there shall be chosen, by
ballot, one Presbyter and one Layman from each Episcopal Jurisdiction, who, together
with all the Bishops of this Church, shall constitute the Board of Missions thereof.
4. [p. 63] As to the Resolsition offered by Mr. Hammer, respecting the receiving and
transmitting of communicant members, we recommend that it be not adopted.
5. [pp. 67—68] As to the Resolutions offered by Rev. J. D. Wilson, we recommend:
That they he not adopted; but that the following words be inserted after the words
General Council,” in line 6, ofSection VII, Canon 8,Q’itle I, in place of the rest of that
Section. “The Bishop of any Synod may be relieved from the duties of his Episcopal
office, in that Synod, for causes not affecting his moral character, under such rules and
regulations as may be adopted by the Synod for that purpose. Any Bishop so resigning or
relieved shall retain his seat and be entitled to a vote in the GeneralCouncil, and be amenable to the authority thereof.”
6. [p. 72] As to the Resolution offered by Rev. Mr. Malone, respecting testimonials for
ordination, we recommend that it be not adopted.
7. [p. 79] As to the resolutions offered by Rev. Mr. Postlewaite, changing the membershi p of the Standing Committee, we recommend that they be not adopted.
8. [p. So] As to the resolution offered by Rev. Mr. McGuire, we recommend that a new
section be added to Canon z, Title II, to read as follows:
IX. At each stated meeting of the General Council there shall be chosen, by ballot,
three Presbyters who shall constitute a Committee on Publication, whose duty is shall be so
examine and recommend to the Council, theological, ecclesiastical, devotional and Sundayschool books, as publications of this Church.
9. [p. So] As to the resolutions offered by Bishop Fallows, we recommend: That
Canon 4, ‘[‘isle II, be amended by adding at the end thereof a new section, as follows:
VIII. The several Standing Committees of she respective Jurisdictions and Synods shall
have power to admit any congregation, into union with this Church, as a parish thereof
and no such parish shall be organized without the consent of such Standing Committee
previously obtained.
The object desired to be attained by the second resolution of Bishop Fallows ms already
effected by amendments above proposed.
10. [p. 82] As to the resolution offered by Bishop Latan~S, respecting amendments of
Canons, we recommend its adoption as Canon 8, Title III.
is. [p. 88] As to the resolution offered by Rev. Mr. Collison, respecting congregations,
we recommend that it be not adopted.
The Committee would further report, as to the matters referred lo ii by Ike present
Council, as follows:
12. As to the resolution offered by Bishop Fallows, to amend Article V, of the Constitution, by erasing the word “or “in line io, and inserting after “ city” the words “or
other geographical designation or division,’ we recommend its adoption.
13. As to the resolution offered by Rev. Mr. Gallagher, respecting she office of I’residing Bishop, we recommend that is be not adopted.
Respectfully submitted,
H. B. TURNER,
WM. ALDRICH,
EDWARD WILSON.

The Report of the Committee was, on motion, received, and its
recommendations were ordered to be considered seriatim.
The ist Recommendation was, on motion, unanimously adopted;
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and the petition of the Convocation of Charleston, S. C., was not
granted, for the reason stated by the Colnmittee.
The 2d Recommendation was, on motion, unanimously adopted,
making Canon i, Title II, Sections VI and VII, to read as follows:
§ VI. At each stated meeting, there shall be chosen by ballot, the following Comnmitsees,
to serve until the close of the ensuing annual meeting of she General Council, viz.:
[I.] A Commitlee on Doclrine and Worship, consisting of three Presbysers and three
laymen; to whom shall be referred all alterations of, or additions to, the Prayer-book,
Offices, or Articles of Religion ofthis Church.
[2.]
A Commitlee on Conslilulion and Canons, consisting of three Presbyters and three
laymen; to whom shall be referred all alterations of, or additions to, the Constitution and
Canons of this Church.
[s.]
A Commillee on Finanee, consisting of three laymen; who shall perform the duties
usually pertaimming to such a Committee.
In the meeting ofany of the above Committees, a majority of all the members sh~sll
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. They shall keep a record of their
proceedings, and report the same from time to time to the General Council.
§ vIl. The Bishops ofthis Church, together with the officers elected under TITLE II,
Canon z, § VI, shall together form a General Committee, so hold their offices as menibers
of such Committee until the adjournment of the General Council as the succeeding stated
meeting, and during the recess to consult respecting she general interests of this Church,
and to have such powers and duties as may from timne to time be committed to them by the
General Council. Nine members of this Cousmittlee, duly convened, shall constitute a
quorum.
The 3d Recommendation was, on motion, unanimously concurred in, thus adopting, to take immediate effect, the following
additional Section to Canon I, Title II; to wit
§ VIII. At each stated meeting of she General Council there shall be chosen by ballot
one Presbyter and one Layman from each Episcopal Jurisdiction, who, together with all
the Bishops of this Church, shall constitute the Board of Missions thereof.

The 4th Recommendation of the Committee was, on Inotion,
non-concurred in; but after further explanations and discussion,
the vote of non-concurrence was re-considered, and the recommen

dation was unanimously adopted, thus refusing to approve the
resolution offered by Mr. Hammer, May 30th, 1879 (See page 6j
of last Joutnal), concerning receiving and sending communicant
members.
The 5th Recommendation was, on motion, unanimously concurred in, thus amending Title I, Canon 8, Section VII, to read as
follows
§ VII. Any Missionary Bishop or Bishop of a Synod in good standing, may, with the
consent of the General Council, resign his jurmsdicsion; in which case he shall perform
Episcopal acts only at the request of other Bishops, or of she General Council. ‘Phe Bishop
ofany Synod may be relieved from the duties of his episcopal office in that Synod for
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causes not affecting his moral character, under such rules and regulations as may be adopted
by the Synod for that purpose. Any Bishop so resigning or relieved shall retain his seat
and be entitled to a vote in the General Council,and be amenable so the auslsorisy thereof.

The 6th Recommendation of the Committee was, on motion,
unanimously adopted, thus declining to accede to the amendment
offered by the Rev. J. S. Malone, (See page 72 of last General (ounciA) concerning testimonials of persons to be ordained.
The 7th Recommendation was, on motion, unanimously acceded
to, thus declining to adopt the changes in Title II, Canon I, Section
VI, proposed bythe Rev. Win. M. Postlethwaite, as shown on page
79 of the Journal of the last General Council.
The 8th Recommendation was, on motion, unanimously concurred in, thus adopting the following addition to Canon I, Title II,
viz.
—

§ IX.

At each stated meeting of the General Council there shall be elected by ballot,
three Presbyters, who shall constitute a Committee on Publication, whose duty it shall be
to examine and recomnuend to the Council, theological, ecclesiastical, devotional and
Sunday-school books, as publications of this Church,

This addition thus takes effect immediately.
The

9th Recommendation was, on motion, unanimously adopted,
thus creating the following addition to Canon 4, Title II, which
becomes
immediately operative; viz.
§ VIII. The several Standing Comnmittees of the respective Jurisdictions and Synods
shall have power to admit any congregation into union with this Church as a parish
thereof, and no such parish shall be organized without the consent of such Standing Commistee previously obtained.
Further consideration of the Report being temporarily postponed, it was, on motion of Mr. John Erving,
Resolved, That this Committee have listened with interest to the statement of she Rev.
Gen. L. Shearer, on behalf ofthe America Tract Society, and do cordially sympathize with
its great and important work; and recommuend is to the favorable consideration of our
Churches.

The Council thereupon took a recess until
prayer by the Rev. John Trotter, of Bermuda.
AFTERNOON

2

o’clock, after

SESSION.

The Council reassembled at 2 o’clock, the Presiding Bishop in
the Chair. Prayer was offered by Bishop Latan~.
The special order of business being ~nnounced, to wit, the consideration of the resolutions of Rev. Dr. J. Hcward Smith, concerning an educated ministry, it was, on motion,
Ordered, That the order of business be suspended to permit the consideration of the
remainder of the Report ot the Committee on Constitution and Canons.
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The 10th Recommendation of the Report of this Committee
was, on motion, concurred in, unanimously, thus adopting a new
Canon as proposed by Bishop Latans~, to be known as Canon 8, Title
III, and to take effect immediately, to wit
Title III, Canon 8, § 1 These Canons shall be unalterable, unless the proposed alteration shall be first referred to the Committee on Constitution and Canons, and no proposed
alteration shall be finally adopted on the day isis proposed, unless by unanimous consent.

The I Ith Recommendation was on motion, unanimously
adopted, thus declining to accede to the amendment offered by Rev.
H. M. Collison, to Title II, Canon 4, Section I, as per page 88 of
the Journal of the last previous Council.
The 12th Recommendation was, on motion, unanimously
adopted, thus amending Article V, of the Constitution, as proposed
at this session by Bishop Fallows, and making it to take immediate
effect.
The article, as amended, is as follows
ARTICLE
V.*
Any congregation not now represented, may at any time hereafter be admitted to union
with this Church, and be entitled to representation in accordance with Article 11, on acced
ing to this Constitution, and to the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of this Church.
Six or more adjoining congregations in union with this Church, with six or more Minissers of this Church, may associate themselves into a Synod (taking its name from a town,
city or other geographical designation or division), under the jurisdiction of a Bishop of
this Church. Each Synod shall be composed of all the Ministers of this Church, ecclesiassically resident within its limits, and such number of Lay Deputies from each congregation
as the Synod may determine; and each Synod shall have power to frame a Constitution
and Canons for its own government, not conflicting with she Constitution and Canons of
the General Council.
*

Amended May, 1877, May, 5179, sod May, ills.

The I3th and last Recommendation of the Committee was
adopted, thus declining to concur in the resolution of the Rev.
Mason Gallagher, offered upon the first day of this session, providing that the office of Presiding Bishop be held by all the Bishops
in rotation, in the order of their seniority.
On motion of the Rev. Marshall B. Smith, the foregoing report
of the Committee on Constitution and Canons was unanimously
adopted, as a whole.

The special order of the day was then taken up, and Bishop
Fallows, as Chairman of the Special Cos~mittee to report upon the
resolutions of the Rev. Dr.

J.

Howard Smith, in the matter of an

educated ministry, offered the following
Resolution I. Resolved, That it is recommended that the candidates for she ministry
in the Reformed Episcopal Church, be put under the immediate watch-care and direction
of those Presbyters of our Church wlso are Rectors of Parishes, and who are members ofshe
Martin College of ‘rheology.
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Resolution II. Resolved, That it be recommended that a collection he taken up in each
Parish, on the first Sunday of January in each year, to be called she collection for sh
Education of the Ministry; and that the amounts collected be paid so the General Treasurer
of the Church.

After due consideration, both of these resolutions were adopted.

The Rev. Dr. Paul D. Van Cleef, Stated Clerk of the General
Synod of the Reformed Church in America, was introduced to the
Council, and took a seat in the Council.
The Rev. W. T. Sabine offered the following resolutions
Whereas, It is impossible for Christians to contemplate with indifference the havoc
which the great and crying evil of intemperance is making in the nation and the homes of
our countrymen; and,
Whereas Isis their duty to do wE 5 they are able to arrest its ravages; and,
Whereas, A courteou~ invitation has been extended by the National Temperance
Society, to this and other Churches, to send delegates to a National Temperence Convention, so be held at Saratoga, on the 2555 proximo; Therefore, be is
Resolved, That we heartily approve of all lawful and Christian efforts so save society
from the manifold and grievous evils resulting from intemperance, and earnestly advise
our people to co-operate in all such ineasnrcs as may seem to thens wisely adapted to this
end; and, further
Resolved, Tlsat a delegation of three be appointed by the Chair to represent this Church
in the approaching Convention before referred so.

The Rev. Marshall B. Smith moved to amend the resolutions
by omitting that l)ortion of them which relate to the appointment

of delegates, and this amendment was adopted by a vote of 36 ayes
to 23 nays.
The’ Rev. Mr. Sabine’s resolutions, as thus amended, by omitting
the last resolution, were tilen unanimously adopted.
The Rev. M. B. Smith was, on motion, excused from attendance
at this Evening’s Session of the Council.
The Rev. Win. Lloyd, Pastor of the Madison Avenue Congre-

gational Church, in this city was introduced to the Council.
On motion of Rev. Dr. Newton, it was
Ordered, That the name of the Rev. M. B. Smith he added so the
Revision of she Hymnal.”

Committee on

On motion, the Council then, after prayer by the Rev.

J.

C.

Pratt, took a recess until 7 ‘~ o’clock.
LVENING

SESSION.

The Council lflCt at 7 ‘2 o’clock, for the purpose of receiving
Corresponding Delegates from Churches in correspondence with
the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church.
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Bishop W. R. Nicholson, D. D., Presiding Bishop, conducted
the devotional exercises, which were opened by singing the hymn,
“All hail the power of Jesus name!” Bishop Nicholson offered
prayer.
The Secretary read the credentials of the Corresponding Delegates who were present.
Rev. Win. K. Hall, of Newburgh, N. Y., corresponding delegate
from General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, in the United
States of America, was introduced to the President by Rev. Dr.
Win. Newton, for the Committee on Correspondence. The Rev.
Mr. Hall then addressed the Council, and was responded to by
Rev. Dr. Newton.
The Rev. Dr. Win. H. Cooper then introduced the Rev. Henry
V. S. Myers, of Brooklyn, N. Y., the corresponding delegate ScCl/lU/US,

from the Genefal Synod of the Reformed Church in America.

The Rev. Mr. Myers then addressed the Council, and was responded
to by Rev. Dr. Cooper.
The Secretary read the following letter from the Rev. Denis
~Tortman,
D. D., of Fort Plain, N. Y., corresponding delegate, Pr/mar/us, of the same Church, to wit
To the Reverend, the General Council of/he Reformed Episcopal Church
DEAR BREtHREN—By the direction of the General Synod of the Reformed Church in
America, in session in Brooklyn, N. V., June, i88o, I have the grateful duty and honor of
presenting to you their most fraternal salutations. This they desire me to do with the
utmost cordiality of love.
It would afford me a peculiar satisfaction to do so in person, and at the same time
witness your methods of ecclesiastical proced”re, while listening also to the recital of your
Church work; but since this may not easily be, I have to deny myself that personal gratification, while yet you will none the less understand the heartiness of our salutations. I also
beg the privilege of forwarding you a copy of she Acts and Proceedings of our last General
Synod, that you may know the condition of our denomination, rand ofher educational and
benevolent enterprises, her churches and her missions.
Bearing a name approaching closely to your own; protesting with you against any exaggerated view of priestly prerogatives; indulging our assthetic taste in occasional liturgy
precious as a legacy from the immortal fame of old Reformers, as you; liturgical in the
general character of your worship, yet hold to the Christian liberty of extemporaneous
worship when providential events requira and she Holy Spirit seems to prompt; holding
with you tenaciously to the old evangelical faith, and like you descended from an ancient
and somewhat rigid conservatism; while yet, still like yourselves, we sympatize with all who
cherish the Christian name and spirit, and look with hopefulness upon all advances of the
truth and all new services in Christian reform; we may very naturally, if so is pleases you,
regard each other as somewhat peculiarly and specially allied; and in the field of the world
which is alike too broad and too needy to admit of envious feeling or slack work, we may
hope to labor in the freest sympathy and largest mutual happiness.
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God bless you, beloved, in the spirit ofyour lsbors and in the measure of your successes.
May the vigorous health of your youth indicate the joyousness of your love, the fervor of
your ambition, and your untiriogness in Christian work, and truthfully fotetoken the hale
longevity of your denomiisational life and your augmented usefulness with the advancing
years!
In behalf of the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America, and, if you will
permit me, with my own hearty personal regards, I am, dear brethren, very fraternally and
respectfully,
Yours in the service of Christ,
DENtS WORTMAN.

The regular business being resumed, the Rev. Dr. Cooper read
a communication from Grace Church, St. John, N. B., asking for
pecuniary aid; and,
On motion, the communication was referred to the General
Committee.
The Council thereupon, after singing the hymn Nearer my God
to Thee,” and the benediction by Rev. W. K. Hall, adjourned until
9’2 o’clock, Saturday morning.
“

FOURTH
MORNING

DAY.
SESSION.

Saturday, May 28, iSSi.
The Council met for devotional exercises at 9½o’clock A. M.,
conducted by Rev. George W. Huntington.
The Council was called to order at 10 o’clock for business, the
Presiding Bishop in the Chair. The calling of the Roll was dispensed with, and the minutes of Friday’s Sessions were read and
approved.
On motion of Rev. M. B. Smith, it was
Resolved, That the Secretary of the General Council is hereby directed to have a sufficient number of copies of the Constitution and Canon (as they have been or may be
amended up to she close of this Session) printed for the use of this Church, to he sold at
cost.
Resolved, That these copies be printed, so far as practicable, from she plates now in the
custody of the Secretary, with corrections or additions made in the same manner as in the
case of previous editions.

The Committee on Religious Services
mentary report as follows:

made a final supple-

The Committee on Religions Services report the following additional appointments:
Cornell Methodist Episcopal Church, 76th street and Second avenue, New York City,
Rev. J. L. Estlin.
Zion Chapel, New York Rev. J. C. Pratt—evening.
Church of Atonement, Brooklyn, Rev. George W. Huntington—A. M.
Newburgh, N. Y., Rev. F. H. Reynolds.
Christ Church, Rahway, N. J., Rev. Dr. Cooper.
W. T. SABINE, C/i-airman.
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Messrs. John Erving and W. C. O’Neill presented the following
report (of two sessions,) of the General Committee
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE.
A meeting of the General Committee was held May aGtb, i88r, Mr. John Erving acting
as Secretary. A communication from St. Paul’s Church, Dighy, and resolutions of Rev.
Dr. Cooper, as to Church extension, were considered.
The following appropriations were recommended to he made from the income of the
Sustentation Fund
To Mrs. Bishop Cummins
Bishop Wilson
Fallows
Latan~.
Stevens
Secretary of the General Council

$r,ooo
500
900

900
900
120
$4,320

The Bishops were requested to prepare estimates in detail of the amounts needed by
them in their several fields
JOsIN ERVING, Secretary.
On the a

7th inst., the Committee met again, Mr. William C. O’Neill acting as Secretary.
The Bishops submitted the following estimates of the amounts needed in their respective
Jurisdictions:

$

Bishop Wilson
“
Fallows
“
Cheney
Latan~
Stevens
Nicholson

910
1,300

854
1,050
500
900

,~5,584
The Committee unanimously approved these estimates, and voted that these several
sums be recommended to be appropriated, and that to them be added, for
salaries of Bishops Stevens and Latan(
Making a total of

2,200

$7,784

‘1’o meet this amount the following sums were pledged:
By Christ Church, Chicago
St. Paul’s Church, Chicago
St. John’s
“
Christ
Peoria, Ill
Emmanuel
Newark, N. I
First Reformed Episcopal Church, New York
“
Second “
‘
Philadelphia
• Churches under the charge of Bishop Stevens
Wilson
Making a total of

$r,aoo
100
100

200
100

i,aoo
1200
-

120
ISO
4.370

Thus showing a deficiency of$3,414 between the appropriations recommended and she
amounts pledged.
It was thereupon unanimously ordered that it be recommended so the General Council,
to go into Committee of the whole, and raise the full amount recommended by the Committee.
WM. C. O’NEsLL, Secretary.
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On motion of Dr. J. L. Cilley, of Cincinnati, the Council went
into Committee of the whole, to consider the report of the General
Committee, with Hon. Win. Aldrich in the Chair.
At 12 ~2 o’clock the Committee rose, and the Chairman reported
to the Council,
That the Committee of the whole had considered the Report of the General Committee,
concerning the financial provisions for the ensuing year —
That they recommended that the Report of the General Committee be amended, by
appropriating two hundred dollars to the Church in Bermuda; and, as thus amended, that
it be approved, and its recommendations adopted
That they had successfully accomplished the work undertaken by them, inasmuch as
they had raised, in pledges, the whole sum needed to meet the excess of appropriations
over the available income; and
That they respectfully asked that the Council concur therein.

On motion the Report was unantmously accepted and approved,
and its recommendations adopted.
The Rev. Dr. Charles F. Deems, Pastor of the Church of the

Strangers, New York City, was introduced to the Council, and
addressed the house, giving some interesting reminiscences of the
early religious experiences of the intimate companion of his youth,
the late Bishop George David Cummins.
Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith, of the Special Committee on
Catechisms, submitted the Majority Report of the Committee as

follows:
Resolved, That we report as follows:
This Committee recommends (I) That the Church have two Catechisms; one for older
scholars, and the other in a simplified form for the young.
II. That the Catechism already reported from the Committee on Doctrine and Worship
he adopted for she use of this Church.
III. That the other Catechisms offered at this present Council for consideration, and
which the Committee has not had sufficient opportunity to properly examine, he referred to
the Committee on Doctrine and Worship.
IV. That, from all the Catechisms now before the Council, the Committee on Doctrine
and Worship he requested to construct one in a simplified form, in accordance with our
first recommendation, and to report the same as early as practicable.

J. HOWAI~D SMITH,
JAMES M. GRAY,

SAMUEL ASUHURIT.

Mr. Albert Crane, of the
Minority Report as follows:

same

Committee, submitted a

To the Eighth General Council of/he Reformed Etiscopal (‘hurch:—
The undersigned beg leave to report that the time allowed them in which so examine
the proposed Catechisms submitted to them was so short as to render it impossible for them
to examine or even read all these Catechisms. We have not, therefore, felt it right to select
one—not even knowing she contents of the others—and recommend is for use, especially as
we know that this one teaches what some of the brethren cannot conscien/inusly preach.
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Believing it to be far better that this Church should get on without any Catechism than that
she conscience of the brethren should be hurt, we have thought it better to return all these
papers to she General Council, hoping they may be referred to the Committee on Doctrine
and Worship, to report to the next General Council.
As a Church we have gone on prosperously for seven years without a Catechism, and
we think it better to go on seven years more without one than to now adopt one to which
so many have serious objections.
Remembering that this Reformed Episcopal Church
came into existence partly in consequence of one high in autlsority insisting upon binding
tlse conscience of a Presbyter in the matter of Regeneration in Infant Baptism, we wish so
he very careful not to make a similar mistake,
V,Te have the Word of God, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments.
Besides, each pastor and Sunday-school teacher nuay select any Catechism he may prefer.
Those who huild well and for the future build slowly, and we would rather this Church
should never have a Catechism than one which can only be adopted by the votes of those
who live near where its authors reside.
We think a Catechism should be short and simple, suitable for use by the young, and
so constructed as to commend itself to the almost unanimous approval of all the members
of our communion.
Respectfully submitted,
JOSEPH D. WILSON,
ALBERT CRANE.

On motion, both the Majority and Minority Reports were
received.
Rev. Mr. Tucker moved to adopt the Majority Report, and to
consider the recommendations seriatim, and the motion was duly
seconded.
Mr. H. B. Turner moved as an amendment to the motion of
Mr. Tucker that the Minority Report be adopted.
Mr. John M. Young moved as a substitute that the whole sub
ject be submitted to the Committee on Doctrine and Worship, to
report at the next General Council.
Mr. H. B. Turner moved as a further substitute for all the above
motions, that the matter of Catechisms be made the special order

of business for 2 o’clock this afternoon.
Whereupon, after prayer by the Rev. Dr. C. F. Deems, the
Council took a recess until 2 o’clock.
AFTERNOON

SESSION.

The Council re-convened at 2 o’clock, the Presiding Bishop in
the Chair, and prayer was offered by Rev. Geo. Howell.
The following resolutions, offered by the Rev. W. T. Sabine,
were unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That, until further order and assignment by the General Council of this
Church, Bishop Samuel Fallows be assigned to the Missionary Jurisdiction of the Northwest and West•
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Resolved, Toat, until like ftsrther order and assignment of the General Council, Bishop
James A. Latait~ be assigned to the Missionary Jurisdiction of the South.
Resolved, That, until likc further order and assignment of she General Council, Bishop
P. P. Stevens be assigned to the Special Missionary Jurisdiction of the South.
Resolved, That, until like further order and assignment of the General Council, Bishop
John Sugden he assigned to the charge of the Jurisdiction of Great Britain and Ireland.
Resolved, That, until like further order and assignment of the General Council, Bishop
Edward Cridge be assigned to the charge of the Jurisdiction of the Pacific.

Rev- Win. McGuire offered the following resolution, which was
unanimously adopted:
Whereas, Isis the privilege and incumbent duty of the Reformed Episcopal Church so
honor the memory of its revered first Bishop, George David Cummins, and
Whereas, No memorial adequate to the expression of this Church’s sense of its obligation to this beloved servant of Christ has been placed at his tomb in the cemetery at
Baltimore, therefore,
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed by this Council to take measures for the
erection of a suitable monument over the grave of Bishop Cummins, and that said Committee is hereby authorized to solicit subscriptions from the members of this Church for
the accomplishment of this desirable object.

The Chair announced the following Committee under the foregoing resolution:
Revs. Mason Gallagher and W. A. Postlethwaite, and Messrs. W. A. Tottle, Isaac
Simmons and Joseph S. Johnson.

Rev. R. A. Bilkey submitted the following report of the Standing Committee of the First Synod in the Dominion of Canada:
REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE FIRST SYNOD IN THE
DOMINION OF CANADA, FOR THE YEAR ENDING MAY 27, s88i.
Two meetings of this Committee have been held during the year. Occasion has arisen
for more, and more would doubtless have been held hut for the difficulty of calling the
members together from the widely separated points at which they are located—a difficulty
which, it is suggested, would he greatly relieved by the appointment, at the next Synod, of
two Standing Committees, for Eastern and Western Canada respectively.
The first of these meetings, at which Bishop Wilson was present, was held in she city of
hamilton, July ia, s88o, and was called for the purpose of considering the application of
Rev. William Hartley, of Algoma, to he advanced to the Presbyterase. After a faithful
and kindly discussion it was unanimously agreed, in view of all the circumstances of she
case, that it was not desirable to accept the said application.
The second meeting was held in the same place, August, i88o, when Mr. C. Graham
Adams, B. A., after befng duly examined, was unanimously recommended to the Bishop
for ordination to the Diaconate.
In respectfully submitting this brief account of their proceedings, the Committee feel it
to he their grateful duty to record their thanks to the I-head of the Church for the signal
and reassuring preservation of the parishes from the disloyalty and disruption to which they
have heen repeatedly tempted. They beg also to explain that the present weak and unprogressive condition of most of the parishes, while not due in a singleinstance to ecclesiastical disaffection, is largely the result of the popular scandal and the alienation of the public confidence, which have arisen out of unseemly controversy and senseless schism. And they
earnestly ask for the consideration, sympathy and prayers of she Church at large in she
work of parochial recovery and public reinstatement which now lies before she Reformed
Episcopal Church in the Dominion of Canada.
R. ANTHONY BILKEY, Ghairrnan.
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The foregoing report was, on motion, received and approved.
The Secretary read the report ofthe Executive Committee, which
was, on motion, received and approved; to wit:—
The Executive Committee beg leave to report:
That, at a meeting held by them, in the Church of the Covenant, Philadelphia, June
7th, s88o, the following preamble and resolution were unanimously adopted
Whereas, In several cases, parochial divisions have taken place in our communion;
therefore, be it
Resolved, That this Committee is convinced that it is, in most cases, exceedingly undesirable to divide young parishes; and that is works upon such subdivision, as extremely
inimical to the prosperity ofour Church; and that a copy of this resolution he sent to the
Bishops of each Jurisdiction.
At a subsequent meeting, held in the same place, the Committee, by a unanimous vote,
admitted the Church of the Epiphany, Detroit, to union with the General Council.
On the 25th of May, i88s, the Committee found the papers of she Church of the
Redeemer, Wilmington, Del., canonically correct, and reported the same to this Council.
On she same day, she Committee found she papers of the Reformed Episcopal Church,
Scranton, defective; bus knowing of their own knowledge, that the requirements of the
Canon had been complied with, reported the same to this Council.
WM. NEWTON, Glairman.

The Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith, for the Special Committee on
Catechisms, asked leave to amend the majority report submitted
this morning, pending action thereon.
On motion of the Rev. M. B. Smith, the whole subject of Catechisms was recommitted to the same Special Committee, with
instructions to report as soon as possible.
On motion of Rev. Dr. Newton, it was
Ordered, That she Hymnal Committee. so whom was refeired the manuscript copy of
she Hymnal, wish music, of this Church, for examination by that Committee, with a view
to its adoption by this Council, be granted further time, for the work thus laid upon them
with power to act.

Mr. H. B. Turner, Chairman, reported from the Committee on
Constitution and Canons, as follows
s. In regard to she consecration of Bishop Hubert Bower (as submitted to them on the
Second Day ofthis session, see page 57), that is was done through the apprehenlon of she
consecrating Bishops, of the power conferred upon them by the Sixth General Council, held
in Newark, N. J.; and recommended that no further action be taken by the Council.
2. In regard so the present position of the Missionary Jurisdictions of St. John and of
Ottawa—that they be merged into, and he made to form a part of the Synod ofCanada.

Rev. R. A. Bilkey moved
That the whole question ofthe consecration of Rev. Hubert Bower, as a Bishop of this
Church, be referred back to the Committee on Constitution and Canons

but the motion did not prevail; and, on motion of Rev. M. B.
Smith, the report of the Committee was adopted and approved.
The Rev. Dr. Cooper moved
That Canon

8, Section II, be amended to read as follows:
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In the ~th line ofsaid Section and after the word consecrated,” be inserted, in parenthesis, the following
(Save and except in the case of elections and consecrations to the Episcopate, in she
Synod of Great Britain and Ireland.)

and the proposition, to so amend, was referred to the Committee on Constitution and Canons.
The Chairman of the Special Committee on Catechisms submitted the following unanimous report, in place of the majority and
minority reports offered this morning, viz.
REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CATECHISM.
Resolved, ‘I has this Committee reconimend that she catechism submitted by the Commissee on Doctrine and Worship, as Newark, N. J., and the one submitted by Bishop
Fallows, be both permitted for present use in this Church; and that any others, now or
hereafter so be suggested, be referred so she Committee on Doctrine and Worship for considerasion and report as the next Council.
J. HOWARD Satrt’H.
JOSEPH D. WILSON.
JAMES M. GRAY.
ALBERT CRANE.
SAMUEL ASHHURST.
(NoTE—For she first catechism above named, see appendix to Journal of Sixth General council ; and

for the second catechismabove named, see appendix to this Journal.)

and, on motion of Mr. Hammer, of Newark, the report was
unanimously received and adopted.
The Chair appointed as Auditing Committee, in place of the
one designated on the 2d day of this session, Rear-Admiral Walke
and Mr. John M. Young.
The Committee on Doctrine and Worship, through Bishop
Cheney, Chairman, submitted the following report
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DOCTRINE AND WORSHIP.
To the Eighth General Council ofthe Reformed Episcopal Church
The Committee on Doctrine and Worship, as regards the various matters referred to
them, submit the following report:
First—The communications from certain Canadian Churches (pp. 54 and 6~ of she
Journal of the
75h General Council), have received due consideration and have been held
in mind in the Committee’s action.
Second—The communication from the Synod of New York, concerning fsiture punishment (p. 64 of said Journal), has been considered by the Committee, in connection with
the Article proposed by the Rev. Marshall B. Smith, hereinafter mentioned.
Third—The Rev. Samuel Cutler’s proposed amendments to the Prayer Book (p. 74
of said Journal,) are considered as follows:
i. Beginning, “Strike out from the collects for Easter Day,” &c., its adoption is not
recommended.
2. Beginning, “ In the collect for the seventeenth Sunday after Trinity,” &c., its adoption
is not recommended.
3. Beginning, “Page 3, linei (i.e. of Prayer Book),” add “0 Lord,” &c., its adoption
is recommended~
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4. Beginning, “Page 3, line ~, (i. e. ot Prayer Book,)” omit “hut,” &c., its adoption
is recommended.
~.
Beginning, “Tahle of Lessosss, page se,” &c., your Committee recommend the appointment ofa committee, with the suggestion of the Rev. Dr. B. B. Leacock as chairman
thereof, to prepare a uew Lectionary.
6. Beginning “ Fage 78, line To,” substitute “ no” for “none,” &c., iL adoption is
recommended.
7. Beginning “Page 79, line so,” omit “nor” after “daughter,” &c., its adoption is
recoin mended.
8. Beginning, “Inasmuch as the commandments,” &c.,its adoption is recommended.
9. Beginning, “Page 46 of Hymns, typograpical error,” &c., your Committee have no
recommendation to make, considering that an error of reference as to page, &c., must exist.
so. Beginning, “To alter the Yuhric preceding the exhortatiou, in the order for Evening
Prayer, &c., your Committee consider the proposed change unnecessary, in view of the
liberty already existing in regard to the Evening Service, in the Prayer Book.
ii. Beginning, “In the prayer for Congress, &c., page 19,” &c., its adoption is not
recommended.
12. Beginning, “In the celebration of the Lord’s Supper when,” &c., its adoption is not
recommended.
Fourth—The Rev. W. H. Reid’s proposed amendment to the I’rayer Book, (p. 74 of
said Journal,) and changes in Rubric and Canons; their adoption is not recommended.
Fifth—The Rev. Mr. Tucker’s (two) resolutions, referred to this Committee at the present (8th) Council:
Thefirst resolution (]),as so the Psalter; your Committee state that as a Revised
Psalter will appear. it seems desirable to postpone action on this resolution at present.
The second resolution (a), as to Special Services, &c., its adoption is not recommended;
on the ground oftheir incorporation making the Prayer Book too bulky.
Sixth—The Rev. Marshall B. Smith’s proposed additional Article of Religion, to be
numbered xxxvi, Of the Final fi’oodition of M nkind in Eternity:
“‘rhe wicked, condemned by Christ, tlse righteous Judge, shall suffer everlasting psinishment in hell; bus she
righteous shall see God and he forever with the Lord, in whose presence there is fullness of
joy, and at whose right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” (Mast. xxv. 34, 4t, 46.
i Thess. iv. 57.)
Your Committee do not recommend the addition of another Article, entitled, “Of the
Final Condition of Mankind its eternity”; hsst do recommend the passage of the following
resolutions:
t. Resolved, That the Getmural Council of the Reformed Episcopal Clsurcb hereby affirms its full belief
in she statements of the Word of God, concerning future reward and penalty, as expressed in she language
of ntsr Lord Jesus Christ, who said: “‘Ihese shall go away into everlasting punishment, hut she righteous
into life etertial.”
2. Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Council, the doctrine thus set forth in the Scriptures, finds

its most impressive teaching to the consciences ofour worshipping people iii the solenin supplication of the
Litany, “From everlasting danmnation, good Lord deliver tin”; and also in she opening sentences of he
service for she Purist ofshe Ilead: “The dead shall hear the voice of the Soim if God, and they that hear
shall live, and shall come forth; they that base done good, unto the resurrection of life, and they that have
dotte evil, unto the resurrection of dantumatioti

All of which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed)

ChlAs. EDWARD CHENEY,
Jos~~u D. WILSON,
JOHN FA5RI3ANKS,

Jot-sN ERVINt.

Dated, May a
7th, tIlt.

Fourth Dayl

1kformed Lp’~soopai (Jlim’cA.

85

On motioll of Hon. William Aldrich, the entire report was
approved and its several recommendations were unanimously
adopted.
Mr. Aldrich also offered the following motion, which was
adopted xvithout dissent:
That the Committee on publication of the book of Common Prayer be continued with
power to act, and that Bishop Nicholson be appointed a memimber thereof in place of
Thomas H. Powers, deceased; so that the Committee svill consist of Revs. B. B.
T~eacock, D.D., Marshall B. Smith, Bishop W. R. Nicholson, OD., amid Herbert B.
Turner, Esq.

On motion of Bishop Fallows, it was
Resolved, That the Committee on the Publication of tIme Prayer Book be empowered,
at tlseir discretion, to bind the Hymnal with copies of the Prayer Book.

On motion of Rev. M. B. Smith, it was
Resolved, That, in thse event of the General

Council failing to meet annuafly, the Presiding Bishop and Gemseral Committee are hereby empowered to appoint Corresponding
Delegates to the governing bodies of Chtmrchses in correspondence with the Reformed
Episcopal Church.

On motion of Rev.

J. D.

Wilson, it was

A’e~olved, That the Committee on she State of the Church be granted permission to

omit a report to the present Coumicil, and to furnish their report to the Secretary for incorporation in the Journal.

The report as suhsequently presCutesi to the Secretary is as
follows
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH.
To the Eighth General fi’oancil of the Reformed Episcopal 67hurch
L)ear Brethren—Your Committee rel)ors that they have received reports in detail from
forty-five parishes and from twenty-two congregations in the special Jurisdiction of the
South en masse. No reports have been received from Brooklyn. New York, except from
the church at Green Point. Nor have any been received from the churches in Michigan,
Indiana, Florida, Minnesota, fromn Hamilton and Montreal, Canad ; from the Second
Church in Wilmington, Delaware; from Jersey City, New Jersey; Frankford, Penusylvanma; from BishopCssmmins’ Memorial, Baltimore; from Lissleson, Colorado; Emmanuel,
Chicago, nor from England.
Osving to these omisamons and to shse defective character ot many of time reports which
have been submitted to them, the Committee cannot give a full and entire presentation of
the State of she Church. Your Committee refrain from supplying deficiencies and from
making presumptive approximations, confining themselves to she figures actually before
them in the Bishops’ and Parochial Reports.
The accompanying tabular statement gives the condition of every parish reportmng.
Some of she reports are for two years, some for one year, and some are without indication
of time. Isis earnestly hoped by your Committee that ttmose parishses ~vhose reports appear
imperfect in the sable, will in the future see to it that full information is supplied.
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The following statistics represent the condition of the Church so far as actually given
the Committee:

Individuals connected with Congregations reportimsg.
Sunday Scholars
Sunday-School Teachers
Baptisms
Confirmations,
Reported by Parishes, 442
Whole number per Bishops’ Reports, 764
Received otherwise than by Confirmation
Present number of Communicants
Offerings for Parochial, Benevolent aid Misionary Pusrposes

8,795
8,o66
736
1033

764
385
5,9t6
$194,524

This exceeds by about $70,000 the amount reported in 1879, hsmt as several of she
churches report contributions for two years, the sum above given affords too flattering a
basis of comparison. About $~6,ooo is to be deducted from the total above, so give the
actual contributions for the year May z, i88o, to May i, s88z, which were a little less than
$140,000.
To this is to he added the donation of $12,000 from Mrs. Thomas H. Powers
to the Bishop Cummins’ Memorial Church. of which your Committee have been informed.
‘rhe present value of Church Property, exclusive of incumbrances and of the lands
given by Mr. Martin to she University of the West, is reported as $665,o5o. We believe
this so be an accurate estimate of the property reported. The value of property not
reported, and she University lands, will add about $250,000 to our financial strength.
In general the reports from our Churches show a condition of commendable zeal and
harmony. Trials have of course, come to us all, but they have strengthened our sinews,
and deepened our sense of dependence upomi Divine grace. In a few cases, however, distrust and disharmony have invaded our lines and hindred our work. That the adversary
of souls should assail us with every weapon in his armory is to be expected; isis ours, however, to note well she points of danger and, taught by our experience, to guard them in the
future. It appears to your Committee that harm has resulted usually where clergymen of
other denominations have taken charge of our congregations, without conne2ting themselves with our Church. Such ministrations have taken the character of experiments and
such ministers, not being really identified with their charges, have been too easily discouraged and have been tempted to an unwise assertion of individualism. In our opinion,
it would be wiser, and cersdinly it would he more in accordance with the Episcopal reginten,
if the Bishop of the Jurisdiction were consulted in cases where clergymen are called even
to temporary charge of parishes. The interests of our Churches are too important and too
sacred to be imperilled by experimenting with injudicious and visionary men, little acquainted with cur ways and without personal interest in our welfare.
The Committee feel that with the accumulating years our Church is unifying. The disorganized aggregation of individual Christians whichm was necessarily the character of our
Church at the outset, is giving place to an organization, compact, better disciplined, and
animated by a feeling of manly, dignified and generous brotherhood. An elasticity sufficient to allow play for individual preferences, coupled with a dominant love for this Church,
and both samictified by devotion to our Master Christ, is more and more the rule among us.
With the prayer that increased and increasing personal consecration to our dear Lord,
may niark oumr ministers and people dmmring the next biennial, your Committee submit this
report.
J. D. WILSON,
G. ALBERT REDLF,S,
BENJ. AYcRIGG.

[The following table forms a part of the preceding report.]
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The Rev. R. H. Bourne offered the folloxving resolution, which
was, on motion, referred to the Committee on Doctrine and Worship
Whereas, A. correction is needed in the quotation of the Apostle Peter, in the fortn of
hapsism of adult persons, in the answer of lhe Apostle so she question: “Men and
hrethren, what shall we do?” he replied, “ Repent and he haptized every one of you. in I/se
name of 7esus Christ, for the remission of sins,” &c. lii the Prayer Book quotation, the
all important clause, “in the name of Jesus Christ,” is omitted—in which our Reformed
Episcopal Prayer Book follows the form of the Protestant Episcopal Church.
Resolved, ‘1’hat the correction of the ahove he made.

Mr. Aldrich moved that the Council now proceed to the election of officers and committees, required by the Canons, beginning
with the choice of Presding Bishop; but the motion was lost by a
vote of 23 ayes to 31 nays.
The Council thereupon, after prayer by Rev. Arthur Foster of
Washington, adjourned to Monday morning next, at 10 o’clock.

FIFTH

DAY.

MORNING SESSION.

Monday, May;o, z88i.
The Council re-assembled at 10 o’clock for devotional exercises,
which were conducted by Rev. J. L. Estlin, of Wilmington, Del.
At IO’2 o’clock the Council was calle.d to order for business, the
Presiding Bishop, XV. R. Nicholson, D. D., in the Chair.
The calling of the Roll was dispensed with and the minutes of
Saturday’s sessions were read and approved.
On motion of Rev. M. B. Smith, it was
Ordered, That the Committee on the State of the Church he authorized to take all
necessary steps to secure annual parochial reports front all she parishes of this Church
during the interim of the meetings of the General Council.

On motion of Mr. Chas. D. Kellogg, it was
Resolved, That the Presiding Bishop and Secretary are herehy instructed to omit from
the roll of permanent lay ntemhers, the names of those who have ceased to he memhers of
this Church.

Rev. R. A. Bilkey moved
That provision he afforded on the form of parochial reports, for retuxning increase in
the numher of adherents or hearers;

but the motion did not prevail.

Fifth Day.~

Reformed
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The Council then, on motion of Hon. Win. Aldrich, proceeded
to the election of Officers and Standing Committees. The President
appointed as Tellers for the votes of the clergy, Rev. Messrs. J. B.
North and J. Eastburn Brown, and for the votes of the lay-members, Messrs. George May and W. A. Tottle; and ballots for Presiding Bishop were received.
Pending the report of the Tellers, it ~vas, on motion of Mr.
Chas. D. Kellogg,
Resolved, That the usual numher of copies of the Journal of this General Council he
printed and distrihuted, one to each memher of the Council, under the direction of the
Secretary, and that the halance of the edition he sold at cost; and that the Treasurer he
authorized and instructed to pay the hill for the same when presented.

On motion of Rev. Marshall B. Smith, the Treasurer was
authorized to pay any arrearages in the expense of printing the

Journal of the Council of 1879, upon the certificate of the late
Secretary, as to the accuracy of the account.
On motion of Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith, it was
Resolved, That the Special Services, excluding the office for the reception of infants, he
recommitted to the Committee on Doctrine and Worship, for revision, to he presented to
the next General Council, with a view to their recommendation for use in this Church.

The Tellers reported that Bishop XV. R. Nicholson, D. D., had
received a majority of all the votes cast, of both orders, for Presiding
Bishop, and he was thereupon declared re-elected to that office.
On motion of Rev. Win. T. Sabine, the reception of the reports
of the corresponding delegates from this Church to the governing
bodies of other corresponding Churches, was made the special
order of business immediately after the elections xvere closed.
Ballots being received for Treasurer, the ‘fellers reported that
Joseph K. Wheeler, of Philadelphia, had received a majority of all
the votes, of both orders, cast for Treasuret’, and he was declared
re-elected to that office.
On motion of Rev. Mr. Gray, a Nominating Committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Gray, McGuire and Pratt, and Messrs. 0. F.
Brown and Win. Aldrich, was appointed to select candidates for
the Standing Committees.
Mr. John Erving presented the following report from the Standing Committee of the Missionary Jurisdiction o the East, which
was received and approved; viz

Eighth (z/eue,’at (Joancil,
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REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF ~HE JURISDICTION
OF THE EAST.
To Ike Eighth General Coo ucil of the Reformed Episcopal church —
Your Committee report that various sessions have heen held, and that the matters seeming to require special mention at this time, are as follows:
First—The examination, upon compliance with the canonical requirements, of the Rev.
F. M. Bayne, for the diaconate, on the 8th day of October, 1879; who was ordained hy
Bishop Nicholson, on the 6th day of Novemher, 1879, to the office of Deacon.
Second—The examination of Rev. George D. Adams, for the diaconate, upon compliance with the canonical requirements, on the 15th day ofApril, 188o; who was subsequently ordained hy Bishop Nicholson to she office of Deacon, May 3oth, i88o.
Respectfully suhmitted,
JOHN ERrING, Secretary.
Dated, May

3oth, stIt,

On motion of Bishop Latans~, it was
Resolved, That when this Council adjourns, it adjourns to meet in the Bishop Cismmins
Memorial Church, Baltimore, Md.

Mr. W. A. Hammer moved that when this Council adjourns, it
adjourns to meet on the 4th Wednesday of May, 1884.
Rev. J. S. Harrison, M. D., moved to amend by substituting
“two years hence” for” 1884.”
Rev. J. D. Wilson moved, as a further amendment,
That the Canon hearing sipon the subject he suspended, and that unanimous consent be
given to amend Article 1 of the Constitution hy omission of words “on the fourth Wednesday,” and the insertion of she words “and at such time” after the word “place”
and hefore “as shall he determined.”

On motion of Rev. M. B. Smith, it was
Ordered, As a substitute for the three preceding motions, that the whole subject he reerred to the Committee on Constitution and Canons, to report as speedily as possihie.

On motion of Dr. Samuel Ashhurst, it was, by a rising vote,
unanimously
Resolved, That this Coniscil does place upon record its grateful sense of the manner in
which she ladies and other members of the First Reformed Episcopal Church, of New York
City, have come to the aid of its beloved rector, in the entertainment of this Council, in a
manner it will not readily forges.

Rev. Win. T. Sabine explessed, on behalf of the ladies, the
satisfaction with which the parish had extended their hospitalities
to the members of the Council.
The Nominating Committee reported the following names for
members of the Standing Committees:
Committee on Doctrine and Worship—Bishop C. E. Cheney, D. D., Chairman; Bishop
A. Latan~, Rev. Win. T. Sabine, Dr. Samuel Ashhurst, Judge D. J. Hughes,
Albert Crane.
Committee on Constitution and Canons—Herbert B. Turner, Chairman; Rev. W. M.
Posslethwaite, Rev. M. B. Smith, Rev. Mason Gallagher, Win. Aldrich, Win. A. Hammer.
Committee on Finance—Joseph K. Wheeler, Chairman; John M. Young, Henry Jack.
Trustees of the Sustentation Fund—Col. Benjamin Aycrigg, Dr. Samuel Ashhurst,
Stewart L. Woodford,’Albert Crane, Joseph S. Johnson.
Committee on Publication—Rev. Win. McGuire, Chairman; Rev. A. M. Morrison, Rev.
J. Howard Smith, D. D., Alex. G. Tyng, Dr. J. L. Cilley, Dr. S. C. Brinckh~.
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On motion of Mr. Win. C. O’Neill, the Secretary was unanimously directed to cast one ballot, in behalf of the Council, for the
several persons nominated by the Committee; which xvas done, and
they were declared duly elected.
Col. Benj. Aycrigg offered the following resolution
Resolved, That the Secretary be authorized to substitute the name of James L. Morgan
for that of B. Aycrigg as Trustee of the Sustentation Fund, provided the Secretary he
notified by Mr. Morgan that he accepts the same.

On motion of Rev. M. B. Smith, it was
Ordered, That the subject named in the resolsition offered by Col. Aycrigg, he left in
the hands of the Trustees of the Sustentation Fund, they having sufficient powers under the
Act of Incorporation; ai~d that it is the sense of this Council that in case of any vacancy
occurring, Mr. James L. Morgan be chosen so fill the place.

The Council then, after player by the Rev.
recess until 2 o’clock.
AFTERNOON

J.

A. Fisher, took a

SESSION.

The Council was called to ordei at 2 o’clock, P. M., the Presiding Bishop in the Chair, and prayer was offered by Rev. John K.
Dunn.
Rev. Mr. Reynolds submitted the following Report
REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE MISSIONARY JURISDICTION OF THE SOUTH.
To the Eighth General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church
The Standing Committee of the Missiona1~y Jurisdiction of the South would respectfully
submit the following report:
On March 20th, 5879, upon presentation of proper testimonials, Stephen Bash, (colored)
of Charleston, S. C., was recommended to he ordained a deacon in this Church; and Revs.
F. C. Ferguson, E. A. Forrest and L. A. Dawson, (all colored) Deacons, were recommended to be ordained Presbyters.
On April s6th, z88o, Rev. Arthur Foster, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, having
complied with the Canons, was recommended to he received into the ministry of the
Reformed Episcopal Church.
On April s6th, i88o, Mr. Charles M. Haddaway, of Washington, D. C., having made
application for admission as a candidate for orders, and having complied with the Canons,
was received as such.
On December, s6th, i88o, Rev. Win. Henry Barnes, of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
having complied with the Canons, was recommended to be received into the ministry of she
Reformed Episcopal Church.
Respectfully submitted,
F. H. REYNOLDS, Secretary.

The Nominating Committee further reported the following
names to compose the Board of Missions
Board of A’Jissions—Revs. Dr. Win. Newton, Geo, Howell, P. B. Morgan, F. H. Reynolds, E. A. Forrest, J. D. Wilson, W. H. Reid, G.J. H. Liewellyn, and Messrs. W. H.
Allen, Geo. May, J. W. Bennett, Samuel Bealinear, Win. Baruwell, Jno. Fairbanks, 0. F.
Brown, Henry G. Sharp, J. MacDonald.
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On motion, the Report was unanImously received and adopted,
and the Secretary being instructed to cast one ballot, in behalf of
the Council, for the nominees, the persons therein named were declared elected as the Board of Missions of this Church.
Rev.
J. Howard Smith offered tlle following resolution,
which was unanimously adopted
i)i’.

Whereas, Pursuant to she recommendation of the Committee on Constitution and
Canons, the Council decided to merge the Missionary Jssrisdicsion of St. John and Ottawa
in the Synod of Canada; therefore,
Resolved, That the Missionary
urisdiction of she East anti the Central Missionary
jurisdiction he merged into and islade so form a part of the Synod of New York and
Philadelphia.

Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith also offered the following resolution,
which was adopted without dissent.
Wizereas, We live in an age when the Spirit and Providence of God are drawing special
attention to the foreign missionary field as a sphere for Christian labor and contribution,
in obedience to she lass injunction of the Master: “Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature; and
l’V/zereas, This Church has not yet been able so organize a foreign mission work under
its own jurisdiction; and
Whereas, The Woman’s Union Missionary Society has heen for more than twenty
years in the field, and has secured the sympathy and services of Christians of all names in
the single aim of spreading the Gospel; therefore,
Resolved, That this Society is recommended by the Council to the members of our
Church as a wise and safe channel for their gifts in behalf of foreign missions.

The Special order of business was then taken up, to wit, the
reports of Delegates from this Church to the governing bodies of
other Corresponding Churches, and
Rev. James M. Gray, delegate to the General Synod of the
Reformed Church in America;
Revs. Bishop Latan(~ and J. S. Liarrison, M. 1)., delegates to the
General Assembly of the Presbyteriall Church (South);
Rev. Bishop Fallows, delegate to the Genet-al Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church ; and
Rev. George W. i’luntington, delegate to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada,
Severally made verbal reports of their doings.
On motion of Mr. W. A. Hammer, it was unanimously
Resolved, That the thanks of this General Council are due and are hereby heartily
tendered to the Presiding Bishop (W. R. Nicholson, D. D.,) for the arduous and yet efficient services rendered during the past two years.

On

motion

of

Mr. John Erving, it was

Resolved, That the thanks of this Council are hereby given to the Secretary of the
Council, and to his assistants, for the efficient and courteous discharge of their lahorious
and valuable duties.
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Col. J. XV. Bennett l’elDOrtCd on behalf of the Committee on
Constitutiott and C inons as follows:
The Committee on Constitution and Can~ris respectfully recomiriend that the following
he added as a second proviso to Article 1 of the Constitution; viz
“And provided further that the Presiding Bishop and the General Committee shall
have authority to cbaugc the d~ y and month of the meeting of any General Council, upon
giving due notico thereof sixty days prior to stich Council.”
j. W. BENNE’s”r,
For/he
May, 3oth sISs.
EDWARD WILSON,
C’o;nmi//ee.

On motion, the report was accepted and the recommendation
was adopted unanimously, thtis taking effect immediately.
The amendment, offered by Rev. J. S. Harrison, M. D., in this
mornings s session (see page 90), to the motion of Mr. MI. A. 11ammer, that the Council meet in txvo years from the present, was taken
up and decided affirmatively by 31 ayes to 22 nays.
The motion of Mr. Hammer, as thus amended, to wit: “That
when this Council adjourns, it adjourns to meet on the 4th Wednesday of May, 1883 “—was lost by 36 ayes to 16 nays.
On motion of Mr. Young, of Brooklyn, it was unanimously
Ordered, That when the Council adjourns, it adjourns to meet in z~83

thus being adopted by more than a three-fous’ths vote, as required by Article 1, of the Constitution.
On motion, the Committee to secure a memorial to i3ishop
Cummins was given power to add to their number.
The Committee to Audit the Accounts of the Treasurer, and of
the Trustees of the Sustentation Fund, was granted leave to omit a
report to this Council, and to hand it to the Secretary to be incorporated in the Journal.
Mr. Fairbanks, of Chicago, resigned his place upon the Board
of Missions, and his resignation was accepted,
and Mr. Alex. G.
Tyng, of Peoria, Ills., was unanimously elected by ballot to fill the
vacancy.
On motion of Mr. V M. Young, it was unanimously
Resolved, That she General Committee have full power to make, if necessary, the sense
appropriations for the work of the Church, for the ecclesiastical year 5882—3, whizh have

been made for the present year.

On motion of Rev. M. B Smith, it was
Ordered, ‘I’hat two hundred and fifty dollars he appropriated to the Secretary for his
expenses, instead of the $seo, as reported by the General Committee.
Mr. Win. Powis offered the following amendment to the Canons,
which was referred to the Committee on Constitution and Canons,
viz
That Canon 4, Title II, on Congregations, he so amended as to meet the cases of such
congregations as may desire, under their own By-laws, so dispense with she election of
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vestrymen; and that the matter be referred to the Committee on Canons, to report at the
next meeting of this Council.

On motion of Bishop Fallows, it was
Resolved, That the appropriation of $too, ¶o the Church at Littleton, Col., he discretionary with the Bishop and Standing Committee, to apply to that Church, or to some other
portion of the Missionary Jurisdiction of the Northwest and West.

On motion of Bishop Latan~3, it was
Resolved, That the appropriation of $300 to the Church at Jacksonville, Florida, he
discretionary with the Bishop and Standing Committee to apply to that parisis, or to some
other portion of the Missionary Jurisdiction of the South.
On motion of Rev. George Howell, it was
Resolved, That sipon our adjournment there he offered our prayers of thanks to the
Triune God, for the marvelous unanimity to which, under the guidance we trust of the
Divine Spirit, we have been brought in she issues of this Council, and that we sing as our
song of praise, the “Gloria in Excelsis.”

The Special Committees appointed at the last General Council,
viz

On the list of the permanent lay members of the Council, of
which Rev. Dr. J. Howard Smith was Chairman: (page 20 of last
J crnrnal.)—
On preparation of additional or modified Rules of Order, of
which Hon. MI. Aldrich was Chairman (page 64 of last Journal) ; and
On the financial condition of St. Paul’s Church, Digby, N. S., of
which Mr. Aldrich was also Chairman (see page 78 of last Journal),
stated they had no reports to make, and were severally discharged.
The Publication Committee were excused from presenting a report to this Council, upon the subject of the issue of a Church
Almanac, which was referred to them by the last Council (p. 8i).
The Finance Committee reported that the matters within their
province had all received due attention from the General Committee.
On motion of Col. J. W. Bennett, it was unanimously
Ordered, ‘t’hat the matter of appointing she Presbytersas required by Canon so, Title I,
Section I, (to prevent the issue of unauthorized editions of the Prayer Book,) was referred
so she Presiding Bishop with power to act.

The Minutes of this day’s sessions were read and approved;
and after prayer by Bishop Edward Wilson, D. D., the singing of
the Gloria in Excelsis,” and the benediction by the Presiding
Bishop, the General Council adjourned.
‘~
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COUNCIL.

THE PRESENCE OF THE SPIRIT, THE LIFE OF
THE CHURCH.

Not by ~nzght, nor bypower, but by my .Sizsirit, seith Ike Lord of Hosts.—Zech. iv. 8.

In his essay on the Conduct

of

the Huniaii I Inderstanding, Locke lays

great stress on what he very significantly terms, Bottoming.
By it he means the mental habit of searching out the fundamental verities in any matter—of frequently rectlrring to first principles—and of
getting clear views of those deeper truths which lie at the bottom of many
other truths, and constitute the basis upon which they rest and in which
they have their consistency.
The importance of this habit extends to other spheres of human con-

duct and human life, besides the mere management of the intellect.
‘[here are fundamental verities in religion. St. Paul even speaks of
the first I)rincil)les of the oracles of God.” And it is impossible, my
brethren, to overstate the iml)ortance of our bottoming on these—of O1l~
seeing to it, in the first place, that they are disinctly apprehended by us,
and, in the second, that they are not forgotten, nor slighted, nor, at any
time or in any way, let go. The liability to this in actual life and work is
very great. Truths may be readily professed in words when they are not
really believed in the heart, and principles may be unreservedly assented
to in theory when they are not at all relied on in practice.
The temptation here is the more dangerous, because of its insidiousness.

Of all the assaults ever made upon the Christian faith, perhaps the most
telling, for the time beicg, at least, was that of he historian Gibbon, and
much of its point and force, as you know, was due to an insidiousness of
just this kind. While freely admittirg, in words, the Divine origin of
Christianity, and, of course, the Divine hand which guarded, and the Divine
l)OWC~ whch prospered it in the earth, and while professing only to enumerate certain secondary causes, as he terms them, for its growth and success
in the early days of the Church, yet these secondary causes he attempts to
make so potent in their operation, and so sufficient in themselves to meet
all the facts of the case, that no room should he left, and no need felt, for
the operation of the first and great cause. The Divine origin of Christianity, and the Divine power with it and 1)ivine life in it, are mere words,
empty words, a vague and inoperative theory: the facts of its history are
accounted for, as other mundane facts, OB mere human grounds. Thus,
in words, God’s hand in the matter was admitted and acknowledged; but,
in fact, was disowned and denied.
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And so now, in the l)resent day, a like mistake is often made, not consciously, purposely and by the enemies of (Christianity ; hut unwittingly,
and by its friends. Often, in efforts to extend the gospel in the earth, to
do God’s work in the world, and to build up His Church, and by those
~vhoare deeply in earnest, their theory and their practice are sadly at
variance

In theory, man’s insufficimcy and the necessity for the l)ivine

band are unhesitatingly acknowledged, while in l)ractice the Divine factor
is lctk out of the calculation, and mere human power and resources are
relied on.
Now; all this shows the necessity for our recurring ever an(1 anon, in
religion as in other matters, to first principles. And it is this thought,
this necessity, my brethren, which has suggested the theme of to-(lay’s discourse. ‘[he text chosen is a familiar one. Its interpretation i)reu;eI~ts 110
difficulty. And I have chosen it, not with a view to evolving from it some
new uloctrine, but simply for the purpose or bringing to your remembrance
arid emphasizing with all possible earnestness, an old an(l a(llliitted truth—
one of the first principles of the oracles of God—one of the bottom truths

of the Christian faith.
God grant that our
the

means of bringing

meditation upon it to-day may, by His blessing, be
it home to our hearts with new, and living, and life-

giving power.
‘1’he words of the text,

“

not by might, nor by l)o~’er, but by my

Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts,” announce a general truth with reference
to God’s way and work in the world.

In the special connection in which

they stand they form part of a message which the Lord sent to His ancient
people soon after their return from their Babylonish captivity. Few in
number, as they were, poor in resources, and surrounded by adversaries
too strong for them, they had yet set to work, almost immediately on their
return, to lay the foundation of a temple for the worship of the Lord their

God.
The temple which these l~)oor returned captives began to build was, of
course, in striking contrast with the one upon whose ruins its walls were
laid—the temple which had been built by Solomon iii the day of his I)ri7)sperity and of the nation’s wealth. We are even told of some of the
ancient men, who had seen the former house in all its grandeur and glory,
that when they saw the foundations of this latter house, they wept aloud at
its comparative meanness.
These seemed to have felt as if such a temple were not worth linishin~.
Others seem to have been disheartened through their influence. And
still others seem to have been utterly appalled at the difficulties in their
~vay and the opposition to be overcome. And so, the work upon the temple, lagging through several years, had at last come to a standstill.
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Now, it was in the midst of these discouraging circumstances that the
prophet Zechariah was sent to re-animate their hopes and encourage their
exertions. He is charged of the Lord to reprove those who looked upon
the new temple with contempt, and equally those who thought they would
not he able to complete it. His message is one of rebuke for those whose
faith had faltered, as well as for those who despised the day of small things.
1-Le assures them, in God’s name, that the work can go on and that the
temple will be built—n iy, that Zerubbabel, who had laid the foundation,
should live to l)lace the topmost stone, with shontings of ‘‘ grace, grace
unto it.’’

And in the text he announces ~vhy:—becat~se it was God’s work and
not man’s, an(l as such dependent for its accomplishment, not upon human

might and human power, but upon the Divine Spirit
“ Not by might,
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.”
And what an illustration of the truth of the text might be (Irawn from
the after building of the temple. At once the work on it began afresh and
went forward vigorously. Why? There was no new might, no new
power, brought to bear. [he 01(1 difficulties were there-~-—the same discouragements—and their enemies as opposed as ever: nay, now so aroused
and so active that the builders had to build, literally, sword in hand—every
one with one of his hands working in the work, and the other hand holding

a weapon.
And yet, in such circumstances, the work began anew and went for.
ward. Again, we ask, why? And the sacred historian answers : “for the
people npw had a min(l to work.” Ay, God’s spirit had given them a
mind to work ; and having this mind—in a word, ~vith God’s grace to
strcmigthen them within, and God’s Providence to protect them without
—outward difficulties and obstacles and discouragements were to them but
as chaff before the wind, nay, were but as fuel to the flame, to add warmth
to their zeal, and power ~o their energy. Therefore, they set to work and
the teml)le was built—built truly not by might, not by power, but by the
Spirit of the Lord of Hosts. From that Spirit came all the might and all
t1~e power, and to that Spirit belonged all the glory.
But, my brethren, though the words ~f the text refer, in the first instance, to the building of that temple—a mere material temple—at Jemusa1cm, yet, as the context shows unmistakably, their real significance and
their piactical truth for us are to be found in their application to the
building of another temple, the spiritual temple, a Church of Christ.
And, viewed in reference to it, the truth they announce is just this —
that Christianity in the world is a spiritual l)Ower—tllat as such, it is not
dependent for its cxstenee or its extension in the earth upon human power
or earthly might, but upon the presence and power of the Spirit of God.
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In other words, they announce that the vital element in the real Church
of Christ is a supernatural element—that the power by which it is called
out from the mass of men, and by which it lives and grows in the world,
is the power of the Holy Ghost—that back of all human agencies and appliarices, and means and resources, and back of every (loctrine an(l every
or(linance of the gospel itself, there must be the immediate exercise of the
IJivine will and exertion of the Divine power, or nothing effectual can be
done—and, in a word, that God’s hand must be put forth, His touch be
felt, His still small voice be heard in the soul, or else there will be no
opening of blind eyes, no unstopping of deaf ears, no renewal of individual
hearts, no inward life of the Church, and no advance in human salvation.
This, we take it, is (listiuctly the truth of the text. But so vital a
truth we ~vould naturally expect to find l)resente(l, referred to, insisted on,
and in various ways confirmed, in other parts of God’s Word. And this
is exactly what we do find
Allow me, then, to-day, not in the way of argument, but simply by
way of remembrance, to remind you of some of the forms in which this
truth is elsewhere asserted or implied.
First of all, I might cite those many cheering passages in the Old Tes
tament Scriptures which begin so uniformly with the promise : ‘‘I ~vill
pour out my Spirit upon you,” and which make that simple promise a
well-spring of life—a fountain of blessing to individual souls and to the
Church at large.
But, passing at once to the New ‘I’estament Scriptures, let me ask you
to mark how distinctly this truth is involved in those precious promises
which our Saviour Ina(le to His disciples of the Spirit’s coining to abide
with them, and of what the Spirit was to be and to do in them, awl for
them, and through them, after His del)arture.
Think, for instance, of the promise of the Spirit to be to them as
another Comforter, an all sufticient, and all satisfying sub~titnte for I-timself; nay, to be to them even more than this, so that it was expedient for
them that He should leaVe the world, in order that the Comforter might
come to be with them; of the Spirit to bring all His teachings to their
remembrance, an(l to guide them into all truth ; of the Spirit to 1)0 with
them in all their ministrations, awl to give them a mouth and wisdom
which all their adversaries should not be able to gainsay nor resist of the
Spirit to give effect to their testimony anti success to their preaching, and
to convince the world of sin and of righteousness and of judgment ; and of
the Spirit as so indispensable to any success in gospel work, that they were
required, before beginning it, to wait for the promise of the Father, the
baptism of the Spirit, and quietly to tarry in Jerusalem until that promise
shall be fulfilled, and the Holy Ghost should come upon them, and they
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he tI ereby endued with power from on high. And thus the Spirit’s presence and power, and operation and co-operation, in them and with them,
were made so essential to the success of their ministry that they were

brought to know and to feel that if He, the Divine Spirit, the Holy Ghost,
went not with them to the battle, it was vain and idle for them to gird on
their armor, or take sword in hand, or go up at all to meet the enemy.

In

other words, preliminary to the very opening of their commission, as a
necessary qualification for the exercise of their ministry, and before they
were permitted to take one step, to utter one word, to put forth any effort
of any kind, for the making known of the gospel in the earth, for the
establishment of the Church in the world, for the ingathering of souls into
the Kingdom of Heaven, they were taught this lesson: “Not by might,
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.”
And then follow the matter a little further, until after the promised
gift has been bestowed and the xvork has begun in earnest, and see ho~v
uniformly, invariably, the power and success of the gospel in any quarter,
whether in an individual heart or in a community, are ascribed to the immediate agency of the Holy Ghost. For instance, do we read on the first
page of the history, of a pentecostal ingathering of 3,000 souls in one
(lay? We also read, in explanation of it, of a sound coming suddenly
from Heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and filling all the house where
the disciples were assembled, and of tongues like as of fire appearing unto
them and sitting upon each of them, and of their being filled with the
Holy Ghost, and of their speaking as the Spirit gave them utterance, and
all this, as what immediately went before such ingathering.
l)o we read a little later of a great number believing and turning unto
the Lord in Antioch? We also read rlistinctly, as the explanation of it,
that the hand of the Lord was with those who had come ~o Antioch
preaching the Lord Jesus.
And do we read of the first fruits of the gospel on European soil in
Lydia, at Philippi, and of her attending to the things that were spoken of
Paul? We also read that the secret of such attention was that the Lord
opened her heart
And, generally, if we read of the gospel’s coming to any, not in word
only, but also in power, we are told it is by the Holy Ghost; or of the
love of God shed abroad in any hearts, it is by the Holy Ghost given unto
them; or of any obeying the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, it
is through the Spirit; or of the weapons of the gospel’s warfare being
mighty to the pulling down of the strongholds of sin and Satan, it is
through God; or, in fact, of the gospel’s yielding any increase at any time,
in any l)lace, under any ministry, yea, though a Paul plant and an Apollos
water, it is only when God giveth the increase. But we need not multiply

S
quotations.

The Presence of the Spirit
Pervading the whole Word of God, taught us there by line

upon line and precept upon precept, and proclaimed in doctrine and parable and fact, and echoed and re-echoed from the Old Testament to the
New, from Prophet to Evangelist, and from Gospel to Epistle, comes this
deep truth, this Divine fiat :
Not by might, nor by I)ower, i)ut by my
“

Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.”
But let us look at the matter in still another light—in that of God’s
providential dealings with His Church—and we shall see this truth written
as with a sunbeam on all the facts of the Church’s history. For instance,
look at the first establishment of the Church, and who does not know that
this was not affected by human might, nor by human power. how unpromising the beginning; how inadequate the means; how insufficient the
visible agency. There was the foundation, the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone; but how was the building to be reared? who were the workmen; where the material; whence
the princely revenues needed? The workmen were but twelve fishermen
of Galilee, the material an unshapen mass in the (lominions of Sa’an, and
the revenues those only of men who had left all to follow Christ. And
yet, under these circumstonces, the building commenced to rise.
Stone
after stone, quarried, polished, made meet, was added to the living teml)le,
and the Christian Church was established in the world. With no human
wisdom to direct, nor skill to contrive, nor mig~;t nor power to execute—
nay, with all these arrayed against it—the work yet went on, an(l not less
successfully than mysteriously.
The gospel was victorious wherever it

~vent. Nothing could arrest its progress. Opposition of every kind was
overruled for its futherance. Persecutions only spread it, and sent it, by
means of a fugitive but witnessing Church, the more speedily to ne~v and
distant regions. Thus it went from Jerusalem to Antioch, to Ephesus, to
Corinth, to Alexandria, to Rome, and so from city to city, from land to
land, from continent to continent, to the ends of the earth. Surely this
was not by human might nor human power. Surely by the Spirit of the

Lord of Hosts, was the secret of the early progress of the Christian Church
in the world
But if this shows us what God’s Spirit can (10 for the Church, without
human might and power, the history of the Church, looked at again, also
shows us what human might and power can do, or cannot do, for the
Chnrch without God’s Spirit. For, no sooner had the Church become
established, as we have seen, than the world and the powems of the world
assumed a different attitude towards it. Finding there was in it a power
they could not oppose, they (letermined to conciliate that power. Kings
now became the fostering fathers, and queem.s the nursing mothers of the

Church.

The wealth of kingdoms was poured into her coffers, and princes
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Human might and human power

were on her side, and the world at her feet.

And looking now to these,

she forgot her need of God’s Spirit, and trusting to them, she leaned no
longer on His arm. :\nd what was the result? It was such as no less
faithfi4ly than sa(lly to exemplify and confirm the truth of the text. At
once, in mournful characters, ‘‘ tchabod, her glory departed “ was seen
written on all her walls. Dissension stalked abroad through all her borders.

Corruption seated itself in her high places.

Her light was extinguished,

and a night of darkness closed in upon her. The wretched condition of
the Church in Europe, and in the world at large, almost from the very day
in the fourth century when Constantine, the Roman Emperor, was converted, and brought to the support of the Church all the power and resources
of the mighty Roman Empire, and thought thereby speedily and easily to
convert the world, down to the dawn of the Reformation in the Sixteenth
Century, was surely but another illustration of the truth of the text—nay,
was but God’s proclaiming in fact what he had before so often proclaimed
in word, that the light of the Church and the life of the Church, and the
power of the Church are, and must he, not by might nor by power, but
by the Spirit of the Lord.
And follow the history of the Clnireb a step further, and at once we
come upon a secon(l confirmation, on the one si(le an(l the other, of this
same truth. What an illustration was the Reformation itself, of what God’s
Spirit can (10 without human might and power. What a disproportion between the visible means and the result. A Wycliffe in England, a L-luss in
Bohemia, and a Luther in Germany—three simple monks, ~vithout name,
without reputation, without wealth—chosen and called, and sent of God
to storm the mightiest cita(lel of the mightiest power on earth. Thus
called, and relying simply and singly upon the Spirit of the Lord of I losts,
they set to work. Ere long the powers of Rome began to tremhle, the
Church of Rome to totter. Every expedient to stop the breach was tried,
but in vain. Rome summone(l a council of her (loctors and xvise men, but
all for nau;ht. With all their wisdom awl learning, earthly might and
power, they were not able to withstand the Spirit with which simple men,
taught of God, spake. Harsher measures, arguments of a different kind,
were trie(l—the (lungeon, the sword, the stake, the tires of the Inquisition
——but all equally in vain. There was a Spirit abroad in the breasts of men,
a living Spirit, which (lungeon, nor sword, n~ stake, nor fire could
quench. Armies were called for, and at once kings and l)rinces caine to
the rescue, with all the men and means of their dominions, but still in
vain.
Without might, without power, sThply by the Spirit of the Lord of
Hosts, a reformation had been hegun, a revolution had heen effected, the

Roman yoke had been broken from the neck of the Church, and almost
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the half of Europe had l.ecome protestant, reformed, Christianized.

1-low

insignificant the visible means, how glorious the accomplished result.
Truly, “not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of
Hosts.”

But here again, quickly following, the same truth is unhappily
upon us from the opposite point of view.

pressed

The Reformation, thus far, had

been the work of God’s Spirit, begun and carried forward by men chosen
and called and commissione(I of God; men who relied for success not
not upon any human wisdom or counsel or strength, but
the I )ivine Spirit. Hence, thus far all had been well, and it looked
as if the light of the Reformation would speedily penetrate to the farthest
province, and the darkest corner, ai~d the deepest dungeon of Europe.
1~nt alas for the pride and self-sufficiency, and want of faith ~ poor
human nature.
What had been begun in the Spirit was attempted to be carrie(l on in the flesh. What had thus far been brought forward by the Spirit of
upon themselves,
upon

the Lor(l, ~vithouthuman might and power, was now attempted to be carned on by human might and power without God’s Spirit Political alliances, the l)rotection of earthly princes, reliance on an arm of flesh, a looking to Lgypt for chariots and horsemen, became the order of the day and
the hope of the Reformation, and the result XVa~, the work stopped in itt;
mid career. Human might and earthly power could not do the work of
God’s Spirit. His glory He would not give to another. And so the
Reformation came to an end. The half of Europe remained unreformed,

an(1 so it remains to this (lay. The lesson taught us is still the same:
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord of Hosts.”
We see then, my brethren, that these illustrations, taken almost at
random from the history of the Church, that the truth of the text is a
practical truth. It is a living truth in the teachings of God’s providence.

And now this lesson, my dear brethren, is one which we, in the ReEpiscopal Church, and in our day, need to learn and to apply to
our work. Let it teach us what our first and great need, as a Church, is.
What is it?
i. First, it is not money—more money for the carrying on of our work.
formed

All the gold and the silver in the world cannot redeem one lost soul, or
convert one erring soul, or build up one living Chuich.
‘Ihiere is, perhaps, no particular in which the Christian Church in the
present (lay more (hishonors God than in the estimate it places upon the
power and the worth of money for the work of the Gospel, and especially
in the means to which it has recourse to get money. Oh, when will the
Church of Christ learn that the poor widow’s two mites, given in faith
and with the blessing of the Lord added, are of more valne in the sight
of Heaven, and actually accomplish moie on earth in the work of human
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salvation than thousands, and tens of thousands, and millions even,
gathered into the treasury of the Church by unworthy means and from
unwilling hearts?
As of o~d, still in our day, ‘‘ The silver is mine and the gold is mine,
saith the Lord of Hosts ;“ and if our way and our work be acceptable
unto 1-lim, He ~villsee to it that there shall be no lack of money for His

work.

This surely is not our first and great need.

Nor is it in the second l)lace, Church buildings ; and especially not
costly and attractive Churches, in every parish, that we most need. The
history of the first three centuries shows how God’s work can be (lone
without them, and the history of all the centuries since shows that they
are no guarantee that God’s work shall be done in them, or that they shall
be a home for a true Church of Christ. The main thincr of conr>e, is the
inner life, the Spiritual body, the real Church, the living company of converted souls called out of the world. Without this, the mere outward,
material structure is of no account in the sight of God, and instead of
being in any sense a house of God may he but a montnnent of human
vanity, and instead of being a gate (if Heaven may be I ut a sepulehie of
Spiritual religion. Our first care and effort then should be to have the
living Church. If we have that, no matter how small, we shall have in
(Inc time, and if needful for its work, the other, the material edifice ; and
if there be in any place a real household of faith, they shall have, sooner
or later, a home in which they may gather.
Church buildings, then, are not our first and great need in any liarish,
or in our Church generally.
3. Nor, in the third place, is it elequence in our pulpits that we mest
nee I.
Moses, you remember, sought to excuse himself from the commission
to lead Israel out of Egypt, on the groun(l that he was not eloquent.
But what had eloquence to (10 with it? How far could any amount of
eloquence have availed in such a matter? How much eloquence would it
have required, without God, of course, I mean, to pursuade the Children
of Israel to set their faces to the wilderness; or to persuade Pharaoh to let
them go; or to persuade the waves of the Red Sea to open, and to stand
as a wall unto them, on their right hanil and on their left, for them to
cross over ; or persuade the Heavens to give theum bread and the flinty
rock to give them streams of water?
An(l so now : Eloquence, human eloquence, without Gods Spirit, can
just as little avail for the deliverance of sinners out of their bondage to sin
2.

and Satan. It can no more open a human heart fot the reception of the
truth, than it can unstop a deaf ear, and it can no more turn men from the
power of Satan unto God, than it could call Lazarus forth from his grave.
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What then is our hope? If all else be well with us, and the Lord be
favorable unto us, and his hand be with us, He will give those who preach
all needed eloquence, and they shall speak xvith a wisdom and Spirit which
those who hear will not be able to resist. Eloquence theii is not our first
nee(1.

4. Nor, in the fourth place, is it popularity as a Church, and the power
of numbers, that we most need.

The Lord only can add to a Chtireh such as shall add to its power,—I
power.
If those who are added be not

mean ot course, its real, spiritual

their numher will be of no tuore help to the Church than
the mixed multitude who followed Israel out of Egypt a help to Israel.
Therefore it is not numbers we most need.
5. Nor, in the fifth place, is it high social position for our membership
that we need.
Alas the whole influence thus brought to bear may be, and if un(luly
converted souls,
was

prized and sought, most assuredly will be on the side of worldlimiess—its
only effect to attract ~vorblliugs—and so n(it add to the holiness and
the Church.
6. Nor in the sixth place, is it a more perfect organization.
This, of
itself, can accomplish nothing. A perfectly Organize(l Church may have
no life in it, and, without this, without the Spirit of God, be as utterly
powerless for good as a human body in which every part is whole, every
organ sound, every member fitly joined to its fellow, and everything about
it perfect, except that it lacks the one thing, life; and yet without this, of
what avail the perfect organization?
And so we might present the matter in this miegative light, indefinitely,
and show that our first and great need is nothing of this kind, is no
human might or power, is nothing of an earthly origin. What then is it ?
It is a gift that cometh down from above—the gift of the Holy Glmost.
We need not imudervalue other things. W~ may even covet and covet
earnestly, the best of these gifts and powers, but oh, let us miot fomget that
there is a more excellent way. ihese are not our only or our principal
want. Before them all, and (leeper than them all, is the need of an ouh
pouring of the Spirit of God upon oimr Church, I lis presence with us, His
power in us, His baptism of us. This is the first, the highest, the grand,
the all comprehensive blessing. Unless this need is supplied, this blessing
bestowed, nothing can really go well with us and when it shall be
bestowed all other things shall be a(lde(l rmnto us, and all other blessings
shall follow in its train. They may not come with observation.
There
may be no waving of banners—no triumph of human wisdomn-—no pride
of human power and might. They may conic silently, noiselessly, and in
answerto prayer, and the gracious work may begin, and go on for a time,
power of
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perhaps out of sight, in the quiet l)arish an(1 in the still quieter heart.
But then in due time the flame shall kindle from heart to heart, from
individual to individual, from family to family, and from parish to parish,
till one shall say I am the Lord’s; and another shall call himself by the
name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord.
A n(1 thus a work shall be done—done for us, in us, through us—which no
wealth nor eloquence, nor organization, nor numbers,nor social influence,
nor any earthly might or power, nor all combined, (‘0111(1 (10.
Here then, my (lear brethren, is our help and here is our hope. Let
ua therefore seek for our beloved Church, in every plae, first, before all

things and above all thiogs, the gift of the holy Ghost.
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RECORD OF CONSECRATIONS.

For Record of Bishop Cummins’ Consecration, see Journal of
General Convention of Protestant Episcopal Church, i868, page
552; for that of Bishop Cheney, see Appendix to Journal of Second

General Council, Reformed Episcopal Church; for those of Bishops
Nicholson, Cridge, and Fallows, see Appendix to Journal of Fourth
General Council of Reformed Episcopal Church, pages 30, 3 ; for
that of Bishop Gregg, see Appendix to Journal of Fifth General
Council of Reformed Episcopal Church, page 63; for that of
Bishop Sugden, see Appendix to Journal of Fourth General Council
of Reformed Episcopal Church, page 31.

BISHOPS Ol~’ THE REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
i.

1822.

l3isuov Gcom ~E I )t\VI~ Cu~IN11Ns, D. 1)., born IJeccuiber ii th,
Consecrated (by Bishops Hopkins, Smith, H. W. Lee,

Talbot, ~2uintard, Clarkson, and Kerfoot. of the Protestant Episcopal
Church) in Christ Church, Louisville, Kentucky, November i 5th,
‘866. Elected Presiding Bishop ofthe Reformed Episcopal Church,
December 2d, 1873. Died at Lutherville, Maryland, June 26th,
1876, in the fifty-fourth year of his age.
2. Bisio~ CHARLES EDWARD C1I1~Nvv, l).D., was consecrated (by
Bishop Cunimins and five Presbyters ) in Christ Church, Chicago,
Illinois, December i
4th, 1873.

3. BISHOP WILLIAM R. NicHolsoN, D. I)., was consecrate(l ( by
Bishops Cummins, Cheney, Simpson—of the Methodist Episcopal
Church—and nine Presbyters) in the Second Reformed Episcopal
Church, Philadelphia, February 24th, 1876.
4. BISHOP EDWARD CRIDGE, B.A., CANTAB., was consecrated (by
Bishops Cheney, Nicholson, Carman—of the Methodist Episcopal

Reformed Episcopal
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Church --~and nine Presbyters) in Emmanuel Church, Ottawa,
Ontario, July 17th, 1876.
5. BISHoP SAMUEL VALLOWS, 1).I)., was consecrated at the same
time and place as Bishop Cridge, and by the same Bishops and
Presbyters.
6.

BISHOP TuOMAS HUBAND

G1~E~;, D. D., was consecrated (by

Bishops Fallows, Cheney, and Nicholson, and eight Presbyters) in
the First Reformed Episcopal Church, New York City, J une 20th,
107.

[Not now connnected with this Church.]

7. Bisvio~ JOHN SUGDEN, B. A., was consecrated (by fli:hops
Cridge and Price, assisted by several Presbyters) in Christ Church,
Lambeth, England, August 20th, 1 876.
Received, on Letter
Dimissory, from the Free Church of England, by Bishop Gregg,
and the Standing Committee of the Missoinary Jurisdiction of the
United Kingdom.
8. BISHOI P. F. STEVENS ~vas consecratc(1 (by Bishops Nicholson
and Eallows, assisted by several Presbyters) in the Second Reformed
Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 22d, 1879.

9. l3isHoi JAMES A. LATAN~, 1). 1)., was consecrated at the same
time and place as Bishop Stevens, and by the same Bishops and
Presbyters.
10. BISHOP A LFRED SPENCER

R ICHAR I )SON, Ii).1)., was consecrated

at the same time and place as Bishops Stevens and 1 ~atan~, and by
the same Bishops and Presbyters.
11. BISIIOI’ IIunEwr BOWER was consecrated (by Bishops Sugden
and Richardson, assisted by several Presbyters) at St. Saviours

Church, Littlehampton, England, August 1 9th, 1879.
1 2. BISHOP EDWARD Wir sON, i).D., xvas consecrated (by Bishops
Nicholson and Latau~, assisted by several Presbyters) in the Second

Reformed Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, July 1st, i88o.
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FORMS.
To

BE USED IN THI REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

(A.)
PAROCHIAl. REPORT.
Report of (Nime and location of Church).
Rev. (Name and P. 0. address of Rector or Minis/er).
Wardens (Name and P. 0. address of Church Ed/arddnY).
For the year ending May 1st, 18..., in accordance with Canons of the Reformed Episcopal Church.
Date of Organization of Parish
Families
Individuals,
Sunday-schools— Scholars
Teachers,
Baptisms— Adults
Infants
.
Total
Contirmned
Marriages
Burials,
Communicants—Admitted
Received,
Removed,
Died,
Present Nnmher,
Services—On Sundays
On Week I )ays,
Averaue
Attendance on Sundays
CONrRmnurloNs.—Current Expenses (including Rectors Salary.
) $
Sustentation Fond,
...;
Sunday school Offerings, $
Other Benevolent,
Religious, and Parochial Contrihutions, ~
Total, $
CuoRcir PROtERTY.—.(hurch Building. Material,
Seating Capacity,
Prohahle [resent
Value, $
Amount of Incumhrancc, if any, $
Parsonage,
Prohahle Present Value, ~
Amount of incumhrance if any
REMARKS.
LAny foe/s ofgeneral in/eres/ bearing upon the /emporal or spiritual condilion of/he congregation, should be here briefly s/a/ed, for the information of the Committee on the S/a/e of
the Church.]

(B.)
[‘rhis, and the succeeding Forms, Isave heen set forth By the Presiding Bishop and the
Standing Committee of the General Council, in accordance ~vith the directions of the
General Council of s~7~l.]

JETTEK l)IMISSORY 01

A CHURCH MEMBEK.

To THE FeemEsAsrt(:A i. Au’rs-toarrsxs OF (Here specify the ~hurch or Congregation/a
which the person is dismissed).
(;reetin
5~:—Tlsis is to certify that (name of person) is a memher in good and regular
standing of
Reformed Episcopal Church, located at
and as
such is, at (his or her) own request, dismissed to unite with your church and congregation.
We affectionately commend (him or tier) to your Christian care and followship.
Signed this
day of
Al).,
Rector or Minis/er.*
Parish Council.
A

12/there be no Re~tar or Minister, the signatures (2/the me;sbcrs of the P rish Council are su elect

i88i.]
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(C.)
CERTIFICATE oF RECEPTION OF A PRESBYTER,
FROM ANOTHER CHURCH.
To ALL WitoM IT MAY CONCERN:
Greeting :—This is to certify, that at a muceting of the Standing Committee of
the Reverend
a regularly ordained Preshyter of the
Church,
was duly and canonically received and enrolled as a Presbyter of the Reformed Episcopal
Church; and as such is commended to the Christian love and sympathy of the Ministers
and memhers of our Communion.
Witness my hand, this ..
day of
, A. D., i8...
Secretary of/he Standing Committee of

.

(0.)

CERTIFICATE OF ORI)INATION OF A PRESBYTER.
To ALL THE FAITHFUL IN CHRIST JESUS:
Greeting —BE IT KNOWN, That we, the undersigned, Bishop and Preshyters of the
Refo/med Episcopal Church, acting under the favor and protection of the Divine Head
of the Church, and in accordance with the Constitution, Canons, and Usages of the
Reformed Episcopal Church, on the
day of
,in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
in
Church
did rightly and canonically ordain
our beloved in Christ,
of whose virtuous and pious life and conversation, and competent learning, and knowledge
of Holy Scripture, we are well assured, a PRESBYTER in the Church of God; he having
first freely and voluntarily declared that he helieves the Holy Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments to he the Word ofGod, and to contain all things necessary to salvation,
and having solemnly engaged to conform to the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the
Reformed Episcopal Church, so long as he shall continue a Minister thereof.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, we have hereto set our hands this
day of
AD., IS...
(Here follow the signatures of the Bishop and Assisting I’rcsbyters.)

(E.)
CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION OF A DEACON.
TO ALL

WHOM IT MAY

CONCERN:

Gree/ing:—BE IT KNOWN, That I (name of oftieiatin

6 Bishop), a Bishop ofthe Reformed
Episcopal Church, acting under the favor and protection of the Divine Head of the Church
and in accordance with the Constitution, Canons, and Usages of the Reformed Episcopal

S
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Chmmrclm, on the
thousand eight lsundred and
beloved in Christ,

to

,Jourtad I=z~1htItGc’ttc’rat C’oa,wd,
day of
,

[IMlay,

in the year of our Lord one
did riglstly and canonically ordain our

of whose virtuous and pious life and conversation, and competent knowledge of Holy
Scripture, I am well assured, to the office of a DEACON he having, in mny presence.
freely and voluntarily declared that he believes the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments to be the Word of God, and to contain all things necessary to salvation, and
having solemnly engaged to conform to the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the
Reformed Episcopal Church, so long as he shall continue a Minister thereof.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereto set my hand this
day of
AD 18
Bishop of the Reformed Episcopal Church.

(F.)

LETTER I)IMISSORY (iF A PRESBYTER
To ANOTHER CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
To TItE ECCLESIASTICAL AUThORITY OF TISE

CItuRcH:

Greeting—This is to certify, that the Rev
a duly ordained Presbyter, in good standing in the Reformed Episcopal Church, is now,
at his own request, dismissed, to unite with the
Church; to whose fraternal affeetmon and fellowship he is hereby commended, and when
received by them, his canonical relation to this Church shall cease.
Dated this
day of
, AD., 18...
Bishop of the Reformed Episcopal Church.
Attest
Secretary of the Standing Committee of

(G.)
CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION OF A BISHOP.
To ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Greeting :—This is to certify that at a
meeting of the
General Council of the
REFORMED EPISCOPAL CISURCII,
held on the
day of
18..., in the
Church in
time Rev
Presbyter, was (unanimously) elected, by the concurrent votes of the clerical and Lay
members present, to the office of a BISHOP in the Church of God.
Witness my hand, this
day of
, 18,..
,

Secretary.

1881.]
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ACT OF INCORPORATION
OF TIlE TRUSTEES OF THE SUSTENTATION

FUND.

AN ACT to incorporate “The Trustees of the Sustentation Fund
of the Reformed Episcopal Church,” passed March 30th, 1875.
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows
SECTION 1.
Thomas II. Powers, George M. Tibbitts, Benjamin
Aycrigg, James L. Morgan, Albert Crane, and such other persons
as now are, or hereafter shall be, tnembers, for the time being, of
the Board of Trustees of the Sustentation Fund of the Reformed
Episcopal Church, are hereby constituted a body corporate, under
the name and style of” The Trustees of the Sustentation Fund of
the Reformed Episcopal Church.”
~ 2. The object of this Society shall be the maintenance of religious worship according to the forms of the Reformed Episcopal

Church, and the ftlrtherance of the missionary work of the said
Chureh.
§ 3.
The said Corporation may purchase, take by gift, devise or
bequest, hold and convey, real and personal estate, for its use and
benefit, the annual income of which shall not exceed fifty thousand
dollars.

§ 4.

This Act shall take effect immediately.
STATE OF NEW YORK,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE,{

ss~

I have compared the preceding with the original law on file in
this office, and do hereby certify that the same is a correct tran~script therefrom, and of the whole of said original law.
Given under my hand and the seal of office of the Sec[L.
] retary of State, at the City of Albany, this first day of
September, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
seventy-six.
EDGAR K. APGAR,
Pep.

Secretary of State.
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RESOLUTIONS OF TIlE GENERAL
COUNCIL.

1874.
Resolved, That the Declaration of Principles of this Church be
printed in every edition of the Prayer-book, and in all the Documents of the General Council.

187g.
Resolved, That a Delegate and an alternate be elected at this and
each succeeding General Council, and commissioned to convey to
the Reformed Church in America the Christian salutations of the
Reformed Episcopal Church.
Resolved, That this Council recommend that December 2d be
observed in all our congregations as a day of special thanksgiving
to the Lord Jesus Christ, * * * * and that we give expression to our gratitude on these anniversary occasions by renewed
self-consecration of ourselves to Him and His service.
Rcsolvcd~ That this Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church
recommends the observance, by its congregations, of the Annual
“YVeek of Prayer.”

1876.
Resolvcd That the Standing Committees of the several Jurisdictions of this Church be, and are hereby, required to present, at each
Annual Session of the General Council, Reports of their proceedings during the previous year.
WHEREAS, The Bishops of this Church have issued a Circular
recommending the formation of a Fund to be placed in the hands
of the Trustees of the Sustentation Fund, and the interest thereof
to be applied to the relief of the Widows and Orphans of Ministers
of this Church; therefore,
Resolved~ That this Council do hereby approve and endorse the
said project, and urge all Reformed Episcopalians to subscribe
liberally to this Fund.

Reformed Episcopal (J/~urck.
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Resolved, That this General Council, at each of its sessions, will
appoint a Standing Committee, to report to the Council next succeeding, upon the State of the Church.
Resolved, further, That this Committee be empowered to issue
blanks for the purpose of securing from the several congregations
such information, in the way of statistics, etc., as they may deem it
important to embody in such a Report, and that the Pastors of this
Church be requested to transmit, from time to time, to this Committee, any printed or other statements which may throw light upon
the work of this Church in their respective fields of labor.
WHEREAS, The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America, at its Annual Session in the City
of Cleveland, Ohio, in the year 1875, did fraternally recognize and
welcome the Reformed Episcopal Church, as a sister Church, and
invite the establishment of corresponding relations between the two
Churches; therefore,
Resolved, That the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal
Church, heartily reciprocating this fraternal advance of our sister
Church, will hereafter exchange Corresponding Delegates, for the
purpose of conveying between the Churches the Christian salutations of brethren in Christ.

Resolved That a Standing Committee of the General Council be
constituted, to be called the Committee on Order of Business; said
Committee to consist of the Presiding Bishop, the Secretary, the
Treasurer, and the Chairmen of Standing Committees. The duty
of the Committee to be that of arranging, from day to day, the
questions to be brought forward for the consideration of the Council, in order that a regular Order of the Day may be so arranged
as to give precedence to the more important motions of which notices are given.

1877.
Resolvea That the custom of appointing a Standing Committee
on the State of the Church be continued.
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States did, at its last session, in May 1876, fraternally
ask this Council to establish coiresponding relations with the said
General Assembly; therefore,
WHEREAS,
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Resolved, That such relations be and are hereby established, and
that corresponding delegates be sent from the Council to convey to
the said General Assembly our Christian love and salutations.
In view of the fact that similar action was taken by the General
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States
of America, at its last quadrennial meeting, your committee would
propose the following
Resolved That the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal
Church fraternally reciprocates the desire of the General Conference
of the Methodist Episcopal Church for the establishment of corresponding relations, and will convey its salutations by appointed
delegates.

Resolved, That the General Council marks with pleasure the
progress of a Temperance Revival throughout the country, and desires to put upon record its hearty sympathy with that great movement as ordered and blessed of God; and hereby affectionately
commends this cause to the co-operation and support of the clergy
and laity of this Church.
Resolved, That the work of the Woman’s Union Missionary Society, in which our beloved and honored sister, Miss Harriet Brittan,
has been a prominent and successful laborer, is commended to the
hearty and liberal support of this Church.
Resolved, That we recommend to the ladies of our Communion
the formation in their parishes, as far as practicable, of” Missionary
Bands.”
Resolved, That this Council recognizes the propriety of ministers of this Church calling upon any member of the Parish Council,
or upon any other communicant, to read the regular Service, at such
times as they may deem expedient.

Resolved, That the Articles of Religion as adopted by this
Church be published in the Prayer Book of the Reformed Episcopal
Church, as a part cf the same, by the authority and sanction of the
General Council.
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Resolved, That as the sense of this Council, it is the duty of our
Parishes to exclude from all meetings that have the sanction of the
Church, and for which it is, therefore, responsible, all theatrical
exhibitions, dances and gaming, as tending to lower the .tone of
Christian purity, hinder the growth of personal piety, and weaken
the influence of the Church in the community.
Resolved, That this Council affectionately warns the communicants of the Church it represents, against those forms and assemblies
of pleasure in which the children of this world find their chosen
joys (such as the theatre, the public dance, and kindred places), and
exhorts them to afford examples of that Christian purity which,
though in the world, is not of the world.
Resolved, That the offer bf Mr. Thomas H. Powers, to transfer
the copyright of the Book of Common Prayer of the Reformed
Episcopal Church to the Trustees of the Sustentation Fund, be
accepted with thanks; and that his request that he be allowed the
unrestricted use of such copyright be granted.
Resolved~ That hereafter all Resolutions or Reports presented in
the General Council shall be written on one side of the paper; and
all Amendments to the Constitution or Canons, or propositions for
reference to Committees, shall be in (Iliplicate—one copy for the
Secretary, and one for the Committee.
Resolved~ That it is the duty of each Parish of this Church to
take a collection, at least once a year, to be appropriated to “THE
WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’ FuNr” of the Reformed Episcopal Church.

1881.
Resolvcd That the existence and growing evil of Polygamy, in

one of the territories of our common country, is a reproach to our
Christian civilization, a foul blot on the national character, and a
standing menace to political and popular virtue.
Resolve¼That the authorities of this Church, in Council assembled, hereby make a respectful but solemn appeal to the legislative
judicial and executive authorities of the United States, to employ
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every legitimate means open to them, under their responsibility to
the country and to God, to extirpate this evil from the body politic.
WHEREAS, the New Version of the New Testament has just
been is~sued and is now presented to the Church and the Christian
world for their acceptance or rejection; therefore,
Resolved, That it is the sense of this Council, that the Revised
Edition of the New Testament should be reverently and carefully
examined with a view to its ultimate approval by the Church.

Resolved, That this Council have listened with interest to the
statements of the Rev. Geo. L. Shearer, on behalf of the AMERICAN
TRACT SocIETY, and do cordially sympathize with its great and important work, and recommend it to the favorable consideration of
our Churches.

Resolved~ That it is recommended that the Candidates for the
Ministry of the Reformed Episcopal Church be put under the im-

mediate watch-care and direction of those Presbyters of our Church
who are rectors of Parishes, and who are members of the Martin
School of Theology.
Resolved That it be recommended that a collection be taken up
in each Parish on the first Sunday in January, in each year, to be
called the” Collection for the Education of the Ministry;” and that
the amounts collected be paid to the General Treasurer of the
Church.
WHEREAS, It is impossible for Christians to contemplate with
indifference the havoc which the great and crying evil of intemperance is making in the nation dnd the homes of our countrymen; and
WHEREAS, It is their duty to do xvhat they are able to arrest its
ravages; therefore, be it
Resolve¼That we heartily approve of all lawful and Christian
efforts to save society from the manifold and grevious evils resulting from intemperance, and earnestly advise our people to co-operate
in all such measures as may seem to them wisely adapted to the
end.

i88
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WHEREAS, It is the privilege and incumbent duty of the Reformed Episcopal Church to honor the memory of its revered first
Bishop, George David Cummins; and,
WHEREAS, No memorial adequate to the expression of this
Church’s sense of its obligation to this beloved servant of Christ
has been placed at his tomb in the cemetery at Baltimore ; therefore,
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed by this Council to
take measures for the erection of a suitable memorial over the grave
of Bishop Cummins, and that said Committee is hereby authorized

to solicit subscriptions from the members of this Church for the

accomplishment of this object.
Resolved, That the Catechism submitted by the Committee on
Doctrine and Wol-ship, at Newark, N. J., (see Appendiv to Jonrnal
of 6/li General Gonncil,) and the one submitted by Bishop Fallows
(see Appendix to tldsJonrnal,) be both permitted for present use in
this Church.

*

*

*

*

Resolved, That the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal
Church hereby affirms its ftill belief in the statements of the Word
of God concerning future reward and penalty as expressed in the
language of our Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “These shall go
away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life
eternal.”
Resolved, That in the judgment of this Council, the doctrine
thus set forth in the Scriptures finds its most impressive teaching
to the consciences of our worshiping people in the solemn supplication of the Litany, “From everlasting damnation, good Lord, (leliver us,” and also in the opening sentences of the Service for the
Burial of the Dead: “The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of
God, and they that hear shall live, and shall come forth; they that
have done good, unto the resurrection of life, and they that have
(lone evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”

Resolved, That in the event of the General Council failing to
meet annually, the Presiding Bishop and General Committee are
hereby empowered to appoint Corresponding Delegates to the
governing bodies of Churches in correspondence with the Reformed
Episcopal Church.
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Resolved, That the Presiding Bishop and Secretary are hereby
instructed to omit from the roll of Permanent Lay Members, the
names of those who have ceased to be members of this Church.
WhEREAS, We live in an age when the Spirit and Providence
of God are drawing special attention to the foreign missionary field
as a sphere for Christian labor and contribution, in obedience to the
last injunction of the Master, “Go ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature,” and
WHEREAS, This Church has not yet been able to organize a
foreign mission work under its own jurisdiction, and
WHEREAS, The Woman’s Union Missionary Society has been
for more than twenty years in the field and has secured the sympathy and services of Christians of all names, in the single aim of
spreading the Gospel; therefore,
Resolved That this Society is recommended by the Council to
the members of our Church as a wise and safe channel for their
gifts in behalf of foreign missions.

i8Si.]
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AND CANONS.
(Passed at die Session of Maj’, z88i.)
I hereby certify that the Eighth General Council adopted the

following Amendments to the Constitution—by unanimous consent
—and to the Canons, in the usual method; and that, as thus
amended, they are now in force.
CIJAs. D. KELLOGG,
PHILADELPHIA,

JlIne

Secre/a;y of the Gene;’al Council.
16, i83i.

CONSTITUTION.
ARTICLE I.

There shall be a General Council of the Reformed
Episcopal Church, on the fourth Wednesday in May, in

(icocal council.

each year; and in such Place as shall be determined by the
Council; and in case there should be an epidemic disease,
or any other good cause to render it necessary to alter the (lange qf Place.
place fixed on for any such meeting of the Council, the
Bishop presiding shall have it in his power to appoint another convenient place, for the holding of such Council;
and special meetings may be called at other times, in the Special Meeting~
manner hereafter to he provided for; and six Ministers and
six lay members shall he present before they shall proceed
to business, except that three Ministers and three lay mernQic 020
hers shall he sufficient to a(ljollrn ; and in all business ~f ~
of Debate
the Council freedom of debate shall be allowed.
Provided, however, that the General Council may, at AJeef Triennially,
Iliennially, or
any time, by a three-fourths vote, (letermine that its regular Annuall~/.
sessions shall he triennially, biennially, or annually.
And, provided further, that the Presiding Bishop and

the General Committee shall have authority to change the
day and month of the meeting of any General Council,
upon giving due notice thereof sixty (lays prior to such
Council.
ARTICLE

ClangeofDayand
Mouth.

v.

Any congregation not now represented, may at any
time hereafter he admitted to union with this Church, and
l)e entitled to representation in accordance with Article II,

Admission of Congregations.

ilppemtx

28

to

.Jmonai I(7tq/dh (c/eneral C~uncii,

[May,

on acceding to this Constitution, and to the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of this Church.
Six or more adjoining congregations in union with this
Church, with six or more Ministers of this Church, may
associate themselves into a Synod (taking its name from a
town or city, or other geographical designation or division),

under the jurisdiction of a Bishop of this Church. Each
Synod shall he composed of all the Ministers of this Church,
ecclesiastically resident within its limits, and such number
of Lay Deputies from each congregation as the Synod may
determine;, and each Synod shall have power to frame a
Constitution and Canons for its own government, not conflicting with the Constitution and Canons of the General
Council.
TIlE CANONS.
TITLE I.

§ VII.

CANON

8.

Any Missionary Bishop or Bishop of a Synod in

good standing, may, with the consent of the General Council, resign his jurisdiction; in which case he shall perform
Episcopal acts only at the request of other Bishops, or of
the General Council.

Resignation of
juris(tsction.

The Bishop of any Synod may he

relieved from the duties of his Episcopal office in that
Synod, for causes not affecting his moral character, under
such rules and regulations as may be adopted by the Synod
for that purpose. Any Bishop so resigning or relieved shall

his seat an(l be entitled to a vote in the General
Council, and he amenable to the authority thereof.
retain

TITLE

11.

CANON I.

§ VI.

At each stated meeting, there shall he chosen
by ballot, the following Committees, to serve until the close
of the ensuing state(I meeting of the General Council, viz.:
[i.]
A 6’ornrnzt/e’e on i)oc/rine and WorsJii~, consisting

of three Presbyters and three laymen; to whom shall be
referred all alterations of, or additions to, the Prayer-book,
Offices, or Articles of Religion of this Church.
[2.]
A Commit/ce on Cons/i/u/ion and Canons, consisting of three Presbyters and three laymen; to whom shall

Gontniittees.

On Dactcinf and
1TOshij).

(>~;std~ston an(t

.Neforllte(i I!pisropat (iharelt.

iS8i.]

be referred all alterations of, or additions to, the Constitution an(l Canons of this Church.
[s.] A 6’ommi//ce on Finance, consisting of three laymen; who shall perform the duties usually pertaining to
such a Committee.
In the meetings of any of the above Committees, a
majority of all the members shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of business. They shall keep a record of
their proceedings, and report the same from time to time
to the General Council.

§ VII.

The Bishops of this Church, together with the

O,e Finaa~e.

Quorum.

Geaerat Committce.

officers elected under Title 11, Canon i, § vi, the Secretary
of the General Council, the Treasurer thereof, and the
Trustees of the Sustentation Fund, shall together form a
General Committee to hold their offices as members of such
Committee until the adjournment of the General Council at

the succeeding stated meeting, and during the recess to
consult respecting the general interests of this Church, and

to have such powers and duties as may from time to time he
committed to them by the General Council. Nine members
of this Committee, duly convened, shall constitute a quorum.
§ VIII. At each stated meeting of the General Council
there shall be chosen by ballot one Presbyter and one layman from each Episcopal jurisdiction, who, together with
all the Bishops of this Church, shall constitute the loard of

Quorstac.

Board Of Missions.

Missions thereof.

§ IX.

At each stated meeting of the General Council

Co,nouttce on Pub.
isLation.

there shall he elected by ballot three I~reshyters, who shall
constitute a Committee on Publication, whose duty it shall

be to examine and recommend to the Council, theological,
ecclesiastical, devotional, and Sunday-school books, as publications of this Church.
CANON

§ VIII.

4.

The several Standing Committees of the re- ‘1(tiUtSSlOii of

spective Jurisdictions and Synods shall have power to admit
any congregation into union with this Church as a parish
thereof, and no such parish shall he organized without the
consent of such Standing Committee previously obtained.

gregaitoas.
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CANON 8.

§ I. These Canons shall he unalterable, unless the proposed alteration shall be first referred to the Committee on
Constitution and Canons, an(l no propose(l alteration shall
be finally adopted on the day it is l)rOpOse(l, unless by

Atteratious.

unanimous consent.
PRESCRIBEI)

COURSE

oF

STUDY

FOR CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRy.

Adopted May,
I.

1877.

GREEK AND IJELIREW LITERATURE AND BICLICAL LEARNING.

2’i’ext Books—Greek Testament (Vlahn, or Tischendorf, or Tregelles)
Robinson’s Greek Harmony; Robinson’s Greek Lexicon ; Green’s
J-Iandbook to Grammar of New Testament; Alford’s Greek Testament; Septuagint; Biblia Hebraica (Hahn); Ilahn’s, Fuerst’s, or
Robinson’s Hebrew Lexicon; Gesenius’ or Green’s Hebrew Grammar; Green’s Hebrew Chrestomathy; Angus’ Bible Handbook;
Barrow’s Companion to the Bible; Milman’s Jewish History.
II.

Evirn~N~cEs OF REVEALED RELIGION.

Text Books.—Butler’s Analogy;
ternal Evidences;

Paley’s Evidences;

Erskine on In-

Leslie’s Short Method with the Deists; Littleton

on St. Paul; Gilbert West on the Resurrection; Mcllvaine’s Evi-

dences.
Reference Books—Superhuman Origin of the Bible, by Henry Rogers;
Modern Doubt and Christian Belief, by Christlieb; Home’s Introduction; Wilson’s Evidences; Aids to Faith.
III.

THE CANON AND INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE.

Te. t Books—Lee on Inspiration; Gaussen on Inspiration; Westcott
on the Canon; Wordsworth on the Canon.
Reference Book.—Chillingworth on the Sufficiency of Scripture.
IV.

SYSTEMATIc DIvINITy.

Text Books—Bible; Hodge’s Outlines of Theology; Adam Clarke’s

Compend of Theology.
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Reference Books.—Knapp’s Theology; Hodge’s Systematic Theology;
Pearson on the Creed; Burnet on the XXXIX Articles; Hagenbach and Shedd’s Histories of Christian Doctrine; Magee on the
Atonement; Haldane on the Atonement; Martin on the Atonement; Faber on Justification by Faith; Mcllvaine on Justification
by Faith; Archbishop Lawrence’s Bampton Lectures; Browne on
the XXXIX Articles; Ursinus on the Reformed Catechism; Bishop

O’Brien on Justification; Van Oosterzee on Theology of the New
Testament; Opening Chapters of Trench on Miracles and Parables.
V.

ECCLESIASTICAL HlsToRY.

Text Books.—Kurtz’ Sacred IIi~tory, and Church Ilistory.

Reference b’ooks.—Short’s Ilistory of the Church of England; Smith’s
History of the Old ‘testament; Prideaux’s Connection; Schaff’s
Church History; Robertson’s Church History; Neander’s Church

History; Milman’s Latin Christianity; Fisher on the Reformation;
Mcllhenney’s Doctrine of the Church; Mossman’s History of the
Church of the First Two Centuries; Riddle’s Christian Antiquities.

VI.

NATURE, MINISTRY, AND POLITY OF THE CHURCH.

Text Books—Jacob’s Ecclesiastical Polity;

Lightfoot on the Chris-

tian Ministry.

Reference Books—Hooker’s Ecclesiastical Polity;
Church Government.
VII.

Lord King on

PASTORAL THEOLOGY AND HOMILETICS.

lext Books.—Shedd’s Homiletics; Burnet on Pastoral Care.
Reference Books.—Bridges on the Christian Ministry; Vinet’s Pastoral
Theology; Mcllvaine’s Preaching Christ; Spurgeon’s Letters to his
Students.
VIII. MENTAL AND MORAL PIIILOSOPHY.
Porter on the Human Intellect; Christian Ethics (Gregory or Hopkins); Haven’s History of Philosophy; Coppe6 or McCosh’s
Logic; Rhetoric (E. 0. Haven’s); English Literature (Shaw.)
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A CATECHISM;
ThAI IS TO £lY,
AN

ELEMENTARY

INSTRUCTION

IN

TIlE

DOCThINE

OF

THE

REFORMED EPISCOPAL ChURCH.

Gaiccitist. Re/iearsc the Articles of the Grecd.
Answer. I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered
under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead and buried; The third
day he rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church—The
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins: The Resurrection
of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen.
Q. What dost thou c/defy learn in these Articles of the Christian
Faith?
A. First, I learn to believe in God the Father, who bath made
me, and all the world.
Secondly, in God the Son, who hath redeemed me, and all
mankind.
Thirdly, in God the Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth all the people
of God.
Q. Il/hy are these Articles to be believed?
A. Because they are the teachings of the Bible, which is the
Word of God.

C.
A.

Q.
A.

flow many Gommainiments are there?
Ten.
Which are they?
The same which God spake in the twentieth chapter of

i88i.]
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Exodus, saying, I am the Lord, thy God, who brought thee out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
I. Thou shalt lave none other Gods before me.
II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; thou shalt not
bow down thyself to them nor serve them; for I the Lord thy God
am a jealous God, yisiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate
me; and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and
keep my commandments.
III. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that takcth his name
in vain.
IV. Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. Six days
shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the Seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man•servant, nor thy
maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy

gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea and
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath-day and halloxved it.
V. Honor thy father and thy mother; that thy days may be
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.
VI. Thou shalt not kill.
VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery.
VIII. Thou shalt not steal.
IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not
covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant,
nor his ox, nor hisass, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s.

Q.

What dost thou chiefly learn

A.

I

~y these commandments?
learn two things; my duty towards God, and my duty

towards my neighbor.

Q.

What is

thy

duty towards Cod?

A.

My duty towards God, is to believe in him, to fear him,
and to love him with all my heart, with all my mind, with all my

soul, and with all my strength; tb worship him, to give him thanks,
9
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to put my whole trust in him, to call upon him, to honor his holy
Name and his Word, and to serve him truly all the days of my life.

(3?. VT/hat is thy duty towards thy Nez3§rhbor.
A. My duty towards my neighbor, is to love him as myself;
and to do to all men as I would they should do unto me; To love,
honor, and succor my father and mother; To honor and obey the
civil authority;
To submit myself to all my governors, teachers,
spiritual
reverently

and masters; To order myself respectfully and
those who are older and better than myself; To hurt

pastors
to

nobody by word or deed; To be true and just in all my dealings;

To bear no malice nor hatred in my heart; To keep my hands
from picking and stealing, and my tongue from evil speaking, lying
and slandering; To keep my body in temperance, soberness and
chastity; Not to covet nor desire other men’s goods; but to learn
and labour truly to get mine own living, and to do my duty in that
state of life into which it shall please God to call me.

Q.

What is the summary of the commandments gicen us by our
i~ord 7esus Ghrist?
A. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the frst and great
commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy

neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.
Gatechist. My de’ar Child, know this; that thou art not able to do
these things of thyself, nor to walk in the Commandments of Cod, and
to serve him, without his special grace; which thou must learn at all
times to call for by di/zgen~ prayer. Let me hear, therejore, zjf thou
caust say the Lord ‘s Prayer.
A. OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; But deliver us from evil. Amen.

Q.

What desirest thou of God in this prayer?
I desire my Lord God, our heavenly Father, who is the
giver of all goodness, to send his grace unto me, and to all people;
that we may worship~him, serve him, .and obey him, as we ought
to do. And I pray unto God that he will send us all things that
A.
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are needful both for our souls and bodies; and that he will be
merciful unto us, and forgive us our sins; and that it will please
him to save and defend us in all dangers both of soul and body;
and that he will keep us from all sin and wickedness, and from our
spiritual enemy, and from everlasting death. And this I trust he
will do of his mercy and goodness, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

And therefore, I say, Amen, So be it.

Q.

What is required of every true Christian?

A.

Repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Q.

What dost thou mean by Repentance?

A.

I mean a change of mind, through grace the gift of God,

whereby we turn with godly sorrow from sin to love and serve him.

Q. What dost thou mean by Faith?
A. I mean believing and trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whose atoning blood we receive the forgiveness of sins.
Q.
A.
of

Do all men needforgiveness of Sins?
Yes. For all have sinned and come short of the glory

God.

2. How are sinners enabled to receive Repentance and Faith?
A. By the work of the Holy Spit it, who convinces us of sin,
and leads us to trust in Jesus Christ.
Q.
A.

What benefits do follow this Faith in the LordJesus Christ?
Justification, Adoption, and Sanctification.

What isJustlfcation?
A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he
pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth us as righteous only for the
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
2.
What is Adoption?
A. Adoption is that act of God’s free grace whereby we
become sons of God, and heirs with Jesus Christ.
(3?.
What is Sanc4/ication?
A. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we
live a holy life.
(3?.

(3?.
What else will the true Gbristian do besides Repent and
Believe?
A. The true Christian will confess Christ before men.
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2. Hath the Lord Jesus given us any ordinances in which
especially we may confess him?
A. Yes. The Sacraments of Baptism and the Supper of the
Lord.
2. What is a Sacrament?
A. An outward and visible sign, commanded by Christ himself of an inward and spiritual grace.
2. What is the outward visible sz~rn orform in Baptism?
A. Water; wherewith the person is baptized, In the Name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
2. What is the inward and s,biritual grace represented in
Baptism?
A. A washing away of guilt, a death unto sin, and a new birth
unto righteousness.
2. Why was the Sacrament ofthe Lord’s Suppe? ordained?
A. For the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of Christ’s
death, and of the benefits which we receive thereby.
2. What is the outward sz~n in the Lord’s Supper?
A. Bread and wine, which the Lord hath commanded to be
received.
2. What do the bread and wine represent?
A. The Body and Blood of Christ which were offered once
for all upon the cross.
2.

What is required of those who come to the Lord’s Supper?

A. To examine themselves, whether they repent them truly of
their former sins, steadfastly purposing to lead a new life; having
a lively faith in God’s mercy through Christ, with a thankful remembrance of his death; and be in charity with all men.

NOTICE.
All the Publications of the Refoimed Episcopal Church, except
the Constitution and Canons, may be obtained of the Rev. Bishop
W. R. NIcuoLsoN, D.D., 2106 Chestnut street, Philadelphia.
Journals of this General Council and copies of the Constitution
and Canons, as revised to date, may be obtained of CHARLES D.
KELLOGG, Secretary, 1602 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.
One
copy of the Journal (only) is sent gratis to each member of the
Eighth Ge’.cral Council ; all others are sold at Cost, by order
of the General Council. Price of Journals, 35 cents each; price
of Constitution and Canons, 20 cents each, including postage.
All contributions for “THE GENERAL AND MISSIONARY FUND”
of this Church should be sent by Check or P. 0. Order to JOSEPH
K. WHEELER, Esq., Treasurer, 2026 Chestnut street, Philadelphia.
Contributions for THE SUSTENTATION FUND, and WIDows’ AND
FUND should be sent to Hon. STEWART L. XVOODFORD,
LL.D., Post Office Building, New York.
ORPhANs’

The Standing Committees of the various Missionary Jurisdictions and Synods are required to send a report of their proceedings to each General Council.

Every Bishop or Standing Committee is required to deliver to

the Secretary, at every General Council, a list of all Ministers in
their Jurisdiction, with the particulars specified in Title I, Canon 9,

Section I.
The

NINTH

GENERAL

COuNcIL will be held (D. V.) in the

CHURch, BALTIMORE, MD., on the
in MAY, 1883, at half-past ten o’clock, A. M.
unless the day and month shall be previously changed by the
Presiding Bishop and General Committee, and sixty days’ public
notice of such change be given.

Bisiio~

CUMMINS’

MEMORIAL

FOURTH WEDNESDAY

